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DEDICATION 



TOT HE ' , 

Englijh Nation/ 

1 DEDICATE to You a collcaion of Let- 
ters, written by one of Yourfelves for the 
common benefit of us all. They would ne- 
ver have grown to this fize, withour jrbur 
continued encouragement and applaufe. To 
me they originally owe nothing, but'a healthy, 
fanguine conftitution. Under Tour care they 
have thriven. To Tbu they are indebted for 
whatever ftrength and beauty they poflefs. 
When Kings and Minifters are forgotten, 
when the force and direction of perfonal fa- 
tire is no longer underftood, and when mea- 
fures are only felt in their remoteft confe* 
Vol. I. A quences, 
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quences, this book will, I bejiev*, be found to 
contain principles, worthy to be tfanfmitted to 
pofterity. When You leave the unimpaired, 
hereditary freehold to Your children, You do 
but half Your duty. Both liberty and proper- 
*y*are precarious.,, unlefs the pofleflbrs have 
fenfeand fpirit enough to defend them-— This 
is not the language of vanity. If I am a vain 
man, my gratification lies within a narrow 
circle. I am the fole depofitary of tny owa 
fecret, and it fhall perifii with me. 

If an honeft, and, I may truly affirm, a 
laborious zeal for the public fervice has given 
me any weight in Your efteem, let me exhort 
and conjure You never to fuffer an invafion 
of Your political conftitution, however minute 
the inftance rrtay appear, to pafe by, without a 
-determined, perfevering refiftance. One .pre- 
cedent creates another. — They foon accumu- 
Iate, and conftitute law. What yefterday was 
fact, to-day, is doctrine. Examples are fup- 
pofed to juftify the moft dangerous meafures, 
and where they do notfuit exa&ly, the defedt 
is fupplied by analogy. — Be aflured that the 
laws, which proteft us in our civil rights, 
grow out of the conftitution, and that they 

muft 
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muft fall or flourifli with it. This is not the 
caufeof fa&ion, or of party, of any individual, 
but the common intereft of every man in Bri- 
tain. Although jhe King (hould continue to 
fupport his prefent fyftem of government, the 
period is not very drftant, at which You will 
have the means of redrefs in your own power; 
It may be nearer perhaps than any of us ex- 
pecl, and I would warn You to be prepared 
for.i't/* v The King may poilibly be advifed to 
difiblve the prefent parliament a year or two 
before it expires cf courfe, and precipitate a 
new election,, in hopes of taking the nation by 
furprize. If fuch a meafure be in agitation,, 
this very caution, may defeat or prevent it. 

I cannot doubt that You will unani- 
moufly affert the freedom of ele&ion, and vin- 
dicate your exclufive right to choofe your re- 
prefentatives. Bur other queffions have been*, 
ftarted, on which your determination fliould. 
be equally clear and unanimous. Let it bc 
impreffed upon your minds, let it be inftilled- 
into your children, that the liberty of the 
prefs is the Palladium of all the civil, politi- 
cal, and religious rights of an Englifhman, 
and that.the rig u t of juries to return, a general 

verdu3v 
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verdift, in all cafes whatfoever, is an effential 
part of our conftitution, not to be con t routed 
or limited by the judges, nor in any ihape 
qyeftionable by the legiflature. The power of 
Kings, L$rds, and Commons is not an arbi- 
trary power.* They are the truftees, not the 
owners of the eftate. The fee-fimple is in US. 

They 

* This pofitive denial, of an arbitrary power be- 
ing veiled in the legiflature, is not in fad a new doc- 
trine. , When the Earl of Lindfey, in the year 1 675* 
brought a bill into the houfe of lords, To prevent the 
dangers, which might arije from ferfons difaffefied to 
government, by which an oath and penalty was'to be 
ixjjpofed upon the members of both houfiss, it was 
affirmed, in a proteft figned by twenty-three lay- 
peers, (my lords the bifhops were not accuftomed to 
proteft). " That the privilege of fitting and voting in 
" parliament was an honour they had by birth/ and 
" a right fo inherent in them, and infeparable from 
" them, that nothing could take it away, but what, by 
*• the law of the land, muft withal take away their 
" lives, a'nd corrupt their blood."— Thefe noble 
peers, 'whofe names are a reproach to their pofteri- 
ty) have, in thisinftance,folemnly denied the power 
of parliament to alter the conftitution. Under a par- 
ticular proportion, they have aiferted a general 
1 which every man in England is concerned. 
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They cannot alienate, they cannot wafte* 
When we fay that the legiflature i$ fupreme^ 
we mean that it is the higheft power known to 
the constitution s — that, it is the higheft in 
companion with the other fubord in ate powers 
eftabliflied by the laws. In this fenfe, the 
word fupreme is relative, not abfolute. The 
power of the legiflature is limited, not only by 
the general rules of natural juftice, and the 
welfare of the community, but by the forms 
and principles of our particular conftitution* 
If this do#rine be not true, we muft admit, 
that Kings, Lords, and Commons have narule 
to direct their refolutions, but merely their 
own will and pleafure. Thsy might unite the 
legiflative and executive power in the fame 
hands, and diflblve the conftitution by an aft 
of parliament. But I am perfuaded You will 
not leave it to the choice of feven hundred per- 
fons,notorioufly corrupted by the crewn, whe- 
ther feven millions of their equals (hall be 
freemen or (laves. The certainty of forfeit- 
ing their own rights, when they facrifice thofe 
of the nation, is no check to a brutal, degene-* 
rate mind. Without inMing upon the extra- 
vagant conceflion made to Harry the eighth, 

there 
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there are inftances, in the hiftory of other 
countries, of a formal r deliberate furirender of 
the public liberty into the hands of the fove- 
reign. If Englan 1 does not (hare the fame 
fate, it isbecauft we have better refources, than 
in the virtue of either houfe of parliament. 

I s a i d that the liberty of the- prefs is the 
palladium of all your rights, and that the right 
of the juries to return a general verdict is part 
of your ccnftitution. To preferve the whole 
fyftem, You muft correct your legiflature. 
With regard to any influence of the conftitu- 
ent over the conduct of the reprefentative, 
there is lktle difference between a feat in par- 
liament for feven years and a feat for life. 
The profpecl: of your refentment is too remote; 
and although the lad feflion of a feptennial 
parliament be ufually employed in courting the 
favour of the people, confider that, at this 
rate, your representatives have fix years for o r - 
fence, and but one for atonement. A death- 
bed repentance feldom reaches to reftitution. 
If you reflect that in the changes of admini- 
ftration, which have marked and difgraced the 
prefent reign, although your warmed patriots 

Lhave in their turn been iiivefted with the law- 
ful 
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ful and unlawful authority of the crown j and 
though other reliefs or improvements have 
been held forth to the people, yet that no one 
man in office has ever promoted or encouraged 
a bill for fhortening the duration of parlia- 
ments, but that, (whoever was minifter) the 
oppofition to this meafure, ever fince the fep- 
tennial a& pafled, has been conftant and uni- 
form on the part of government. — You can- 
not but conclude, without the poffibility of a 
doubt, that long parliaments are the founda- 
tion of the undue influence of the crown. 
,This influence anfwers every purpofe of arbi- 
trary power to the crown, with an expence 
and oppreffion to the people, which would be 
unneceflary in an arbitrary government. The 
beft of our miniftefs find it the eafieft and moft 
compendious mode of conducing the King's 
affairs ; and *11 minifters have a general intereft 
in adhering to a fyftem, which of Itfelf is fuf- 
licient tfo fupport them in office, without any 
afliftance from perfonal virtue, popularity, la- 
bour, abilities, or experience. It promifes 
every gratification to avarice and ambition, and 

fee u res impunity. Thefe are truths un- 

queftionable. — If they make no impreffion, it 

is 
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ia beeaufe they are too vulgar and notorious. 
But the inattention or indifference of the na- 
tion has continued too long. You are roufed 
atlaft toafenfe of your danger. — The remedy, 
will foon be in your power. - If Junius lives, 
You (hall often be Reminded of it. If, when 
the opportunity prefents itfelf, You neglect to 
do your duty to yourselves and to pofterity, — 
to God and to your country, I {hall have one 
confolation left, in common with the mean- 
eft and bafeft of mankind. — Civil liberty may 

ftill laft the life of 

t 

JUNIUS. 



LETTERS. 

LETTER I. 

TOTHEHT. HONOURABLE LORD MANSFIELD. 

MY LORD, Nov. 14, 1770. 

X HE appearance of this letter will attract the 
curiofity of the public, and command even your 
lordfliip's attention. I am confiderably in your 
debt, and fhall endeavour, once for all, to ba- 
lance the account. Accept of this addrefs, my 
lord, as a prologue to more important fcenes, in 
which you will probably be called upon to act or 
fuffer. 

You will not queftlon my veracity, when I af- 
fure you that it has not been owing to any particu- 
lar refpect for your perfon that I have abftained 
from you fo loag. Befides the diftrefs and danger 
with which the prefs is threatened, when rour 

lordiliip is party, and the party is to be judge, I 

confefs I have been deterred by the difficulty of 

the talk. Our language has no term of reproach, 

Vol, II. B the 
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the mind has no idea of deteftation, which has 
not already been happily applied to you, and ex- 
h^ufted. — Ample juftice has been done by abler 
pens than mine to the feperate merits of your life 
and character. Let it be my humble office to 
collect the fcattered fweets, till their united virtue 
tortures the fenfe. 

Permit me to begin with paying a juft tribute 
to Scotch fincerity, wherever I find it. I own I 
am not aptno confide in the jfrofeffions of gentle- 
men of that country, and when they fmile, I feel 
an inyoluntary emotion to guard niyfelf againft 
mifchief. With this general opinion of an anci- 
ent natioft, I always thought it much to your lord- 
fliip's honour, that, in your earlier days, you 
were but little infe&ed with the prudence of your 
country. You had fome original attachments, 
which you took every proper opportunity to ac- 
knowledge. The liberal fpirit of youth prevailed 
oyer your native difcretion. Your zeal in the 
caufe of an unhappy prince was exprefTed with 
the finceriry of wine, and fome of the folemnities 
of religion * This I conceive, is the moft amiable 
point of view, in which your character has ap- 
peared. 

* This man was always a rank Jacobite. Lord Ravenf- 
vrorth produced the moft fatisfaaory Evidence of his hav- 
*» - frequently drank the Pretender Vfcealth upon his kfree*. 
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jmredL Like an honeft roan, you took rhat part 
iii politics, which might have bcfen expected, 
from your birth, education, country and connexi- 
ons. There was fomething generous in your at- 
tachment to the baniihed houfe of Stuart. We 
lament the miftakes of a good man, and do not 
Begin to deteft him until he affefls to renounce his 
principles. Why did you not adhere to that loy- 
alty you once profefled ? why did you not fol- 
low the example of your worthy brother ?* with 
him, you might have fhared in the honour of the 
Pretender's confidence— with him, you might 
have preferved the integrity of your character, 
and England, I think, might have fpared you 
without regret. — Your friends will fay, perhaps, 
that altho* you deferted the fortune of your liege 
ford, you have adhered firmly to the principles 
which drove his father from the throne; — that 
without openly fupporting the peribn, you have 
done elfential fepvke to the caufe, and confoled 
yourfelf for the lofs of a favourite family by re- 
viving and eftabliftiing the maxims of their go- 
vernment. This is the way, in which a Scotch- 
man's understanding corrects the error of his heart. 
—My lord, I acknowledge the truth of the de- 
li a fenct 

* Confidential Secretary to the late. Pretender. This 
circumffance confirmed tfct friendship letweea tkc krt- 
tkers. 
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fence, and can trace it through ail your condudh 
I fee, through your whole life, one uniform plan 
to enlarge the power of the crown, at thejexpence 
of the liberty of the fubjeft. To this objeft, your 
thoughts, words and actions have been conftant- 
ly directed. In contempt or ignorance of the 
common law of England, you have made it your 
ffcudy to introduce into the court, where you pre- 
side, maxims of jurifprudence unknown to Englifti- 
men. The Roman code, the law of nations, and 
the opinion ot foreign civilians, are your perpetual 
theme j — but who ever heard you mention 
Magna Charta or the Bill of Rights with ap- 
probation or refpeft ? By fuch treacherous arts, 
the noble fimplicity and free fpirit of our Saxon 
laws were firft corrupted. The Norman con* 
queft was not compleat, until Norman lawyers 
had introduced their laws, and reduced flavery 
to a fyftem.— This one leading principle di- 
rects your interpretation of the laws, and ac- 
counts for your treatment of juries. It is not in 
political queftions only (for there the courtier 
might be forgiven) but let the caufe be what it 
may, your underftanding is equally on the rack, 
either to contract the power of the jury, or to mif- 
lead their judgment. For the truth of this afTer- 
tion, I appeal to the do&rine you delivered in 
lord Grofvenor's caufe. An attion for criminal 

converfauoa 
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conversation being brought by a peer againft a 
prince of the blood, you were daring enough to tell 
the jury that, in fixing the damages, they were to 
pay no regard to the quality or fortune of the par- 
ties ;— -that it was a trial between A, and B.— -that 
they were to confider the offence in a moral light 
only, and give no greater damages to a peer of the 

• realm, than to the mean eft mechanic. I fhall not 
attempt to refute a doctrine, which, if it was 
meant for law, carries falfliood and abfurdity upon 
the face of it ; but, if it was meant for a declara- 
tion of your political creed, is clear and confident. 
Under an arbitrary government, all ranks and 
diftincYions are confounded. The honour of a 
nobleman is no more confidered than the reputa- 
tion of a peafant, for, with different liveries, they 
are equally flaves. 

Even in matters of private property, we fee the 
fame byafs and inclination to depart from the de- 
cifions of your predecefTors, which you certainly 
ought to receive as evidence of the common law. 
Inftead of thofe certain, pofitive rules, by which 

: the judgment of a court of law fliould invariably 
be determined, you have fondly introduced your 
own unfettled notions of equity and fubftantiai 
juftice. Decifions given upon fuch principles do 
not alarm the public fo much as they ought, be- 
caufe the confequence and tendency of each parti- 
cular 
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cukr inftance is not obferved or regarded. lit the 
mean time the practice gains ground ; the court 
of King's Bench becomes a court of equity, and 
the judge, inftead gf confulting ftri&ly the law of 
the land, refers only to the wifdom of the court, 
and to the purity of his own confcience. The 
name of Mr. Juftice Yates will naturally revive 
in your mind feme of thofe emotions of fear and 
debellation, with which you always beheld him: 
That great lawyer, that honeft man, faw your 
whole conduit in the light that I do. After years 
of ineffectual refiftance to the pernicious principles 
introduced by your lordfhip, and uniformally fup- 
ported by your bumble friends upon the bench, 
he determined, to quit a court, whofe proceed- 
ings and decifions he could neither affent to with 
honour, nor oppofe with fuccefs. 

* The in juftice done to an individual is fometimes 
of fervice to the public. Fadts are apt to alarm us 
more than the moft dangerous principles. The 
fufferings and firmnefsof a printer have Knifed the 
public attention. You know and felt that your 
.xonduft would not bear a parliamentary inquiry,. 

and 

•The oppreflion of an obfcnre individual gave birth to 
the famous Habeas Corpus Aft of 31. car. a. which Ufrer 
<juently confidered as another Magna Chart a of the Kjng^ 
4om. Blackftone, 3. 13$. 
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tnd you hoped to efcape it by the meaneft, the 
bafeft facrifice of dignity and confiftency, that 
ever was made by a great magi ft rate. Where 
-was your firmnefs,— where was that vindictive 
fpirit, of which we have feen fo many ex- 
amples, when a man, fo inconfiderable as Bing- 
Jey, could force you to confefs, in the face 
of this country, that, for two years together, you 
had illegally deprived an Englifti fubject of his 
liberty ,and that he had triumphed over you at lad? 
Yet I own, my lord, that your's is not an uncom- 
mon character. . Women, and men like women, 
are timid, vindictive, and irrefolute. Their pac- 
tions counteract each other, and make the fame 
creature at one moment hateful, at another con- 
temptible. I fancy, my lord, fome time will e- 
lapfe before you venture to commit another Eng- 
lishman for refilling to anfwer interrogatories.* 

The doctrine you have conflantly deliver- 
ed, in cafes of libel, is another powerful evi- 
dence, 

"* B ingle y was committed for contempt in not fubraitting 
to be etamined ; He lay in prifon two years, until the crowa 
thought the matter might occafion fome ferkms complaint, 
and therefore he was let out, in the fame contumelious 
ftate he had been put in, with all his (ins about him, ua- 
annotated and unannealed. — There was much coquetry 
between the court and the Attorney General, about ^ht 
4feould undergo, the ridicule of letting him eXcape 
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dcnce of a fettled plan to contract the legal 
power of juries, and to draw queftions, in- 
feparable' from fact, within the arbitrium of 
the court. Here, my lord, you have fortune 
of your fide. When you invade the province of 
the jury, in matter of libel, you, in effect, at- 
tach the liberty of the prefs, and with a fingle 
flroke, wound two of your greateft enemies at once. 
—In fome inftances you have fucceeded, becaufe 
jurymen are too often ignorant of their own rights, 
and too apt to be awed by the authority of a chief 
juftice. In other criminal profecutions, the ma* 
lice of the defign is canfefTedly as much the fubject 
of confideration to a jury, as the certainty of the 
fact. If a different doctrine prevails in the cafe 
of libels, why fhould it not extend to ail criminal 
cafes ? — Why not to capital offences ? I fee no 
reafon (and I dare fay you will agree with me that 
there is no good one) why the life of the fubject 
ihould be better protected againft you, than his 
liberty or property. Why fhould you enjoy the 
full power of pillory, fine, and imprifonment, and 
not be indulged with hanging or tranfportation ? 
with your lordfnip's fertile genius and merciful 
difpofition, I can conceive fuch an exercife of the 
power you have, as could hardly be aggravated 
by that which you ha«e not. 

But, 
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But, my lord, fince you have laboured, (and 
not unfuceefsfatly) to deftroy the fubftaace of tb* 
trial, why (hould you feffer the form of the «wr- 
t&d to remain } Why force twelve honeft men* 
mi palpable violation of their oaths, to pronounce 
their fellow-fiibjedfc a guihj man, when, almoft at 
the fame moment, you forbid their inquiring 
into the only circumftance, which ift the eye of 
law and reafon, conftitutes guilt— the malignity 
er innocence of his intentions r^— But I under- 
ftand your lordfliip. — If you could rucceed 
in making the trial by jury ufelels and ridi- 
culous, you might then- with greater fafefy 
introduce a bill into parliament for enlarging 
the jurHHi&ion of the court, and extending your 
favourite trial by interrogatories to every queftion, * 
in which the life or liberty of an EngHfliman is con- 
cerned* 

Vol. If. C Your 

* The philofophical poet) doth notably defcribe the «ian> 
nable and damned proceedings of the judge of hell. 
" Gnoffius hsec rhadamantus habet duriflima regnaj 
44 Caftigatque, auditique dolos, fobigitque fateri.*' 
Firft he punifteth and then he heareth : and laftly conv 
pelleth to confefs, and makes and mars laws at his piea- 
fure ; like as the centurion, in the holy hiftory did to 
St. Paul, for the text faith, " Centnrio apprehendi pau- 
44 lum juffit, & fe catenis eligtri, et tunc INTERROGA- 
44 BAT, quis fuiflet, 8e quid feciflet ;" but good judges, 
tad jufticei abhor thefe courfes. Coke a. Inft. 55 
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Your charge to the jury, in the profecution- a- 
gainft Almon and Woodfall, con trad ids the high- 
eft legal authorities, as well as the plained dictates 
of realbn. In Miller's caufe, and ftill more ex- 
prefsly in that of Baldwin, you have .proceeded & 
ftep farther, and grofsly contradi&ed yourfelf.-— 
You may know perhaps, though I do not mean 
to infult you by an appeal to your experience, that 
the language of truth is uniform and confident. 
To depart from it fafely, requires memory and 
difcretion. In the two laft trials, your charge 
to the jury began, as ufhal, with alluring them 
that they had nothing, to do with, the lawp-— 
that they were to find the bare fa&, and not con- 
cern themfelves about the legal inferences drawn 
from it, or the degree of the defendant's guilt. 
•— - Thus far you were confident with your former 
practice. — But how will you account for .the con- 
clufion ? You told the jury that, " if, after all, 
" they would take upon themfelves to determine 
€< the law, they might do i7, but they muft be very 
€i fure that they determined according to law, for 
" it touched their confcience, and they a&ed at 
*• their peril."— If I underftand your nrft propo- 
fition, you meant to affirm, that the jury were not 
competent judges of the law in the criminal cafe of 

a Ubel that it did not fall within their jurifdic- 

tion } 
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tk>n ; and that, with refpect to them, the malice or 
innocence of the defendants intentions would be 
*' que ft ion coram non judice. — But the fecond 
proportion clears away your own difficulties, and 
reftores the jury to all their judicial capacities. 
♦You make the competence of the court to depend 
upon the legality of .the decifibn. -In the foft in- 
ftance you deny the power abfolutely. In the fe- 
cond, you .admit the power, provided it be le- 
gally exerctfed. Now f my lord, without pre ten> 
ding to reconcile the distinctions of Weitminfter- 
hall with- the iimple information of; common- 
ienfe, or the integrity of fair argument, I fliall be 
underftood.by your Jordfliip, when 1 affert that, 
if a jury or any o$er court, of judicature (for jurors 
are judges) have jio right to entertain a caufe, or 
queftion of law, it fignifies -nothing whether their 
decifian be or . be aot according to law. Their 
decifion is in itfelf a mere nullity : the pari- 
ties are not bound to fubmit to it ; and, if the 
jury run any rifque or punifliment, it is not 
for pronouncing a corrupt or illegal verdict, 
but for 'the illegality of meddling with a. point, 
Ci en 

• * Directly the reverfe of the do&rine he conft2n.tly main* 
tained in the boufe of lords and elfcwheie, upon the de- 
cifion of the Middlesex de&. He invariably aflerted that 
the decifion rauftbe legaJ, becaufe the court was compe- . 
>em ; and never could be prevailed on to enter farthei ia* 
to tiie qut-ition. 
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<m which they have bo legal authority to de* 
cide. t 

I cannot quit this febject without remmding 
your lordftiip of the name of Mr. Bftifon. Without 
offering any legal objection, you ordered a Special 
juryman to be iet afide in acaufe, where the king 
was profecutor. The novelty of the fa& require 
ed explanation. Will you condescend to tell the 
world by what law or cuftora you were autfoorifed 
to make a peremptory challenge of a juryman ? 
The parties indeed have this, power, and per- 
haps your lordftiip, have accuftomed yourfelf to 
unite the characters of judge and party, may 
claim it in virtue of the new capacity you have 
-aflumed, and profit by your own wrong. The 
time, within which you might have been punUhed 
for this daring attempt to pack a jury, is, 1 fear, 
elapfed 5 but no length of time fliall erafe the re- 
cord of it. 

The mifchiefs you have done this country, are 

not 

•f Thefe iniquitous profecutions coft the be ft of princes fix 
thou fend pounds, and ended in the total defeat and dif- 
g ace of the profecutors. In the courfe of one of them 
Judge A ft on had the unparalelled impudence to tell Mi\ 
Morris (a gentleman of unqueftionabLe honour apd in- 
tegrity, and who was then giving bis evidence on oath) 
that he (hould pay very little regard to any affidavit ftf 
Jhould make* 



LETTERS. 13 

xot confined to your interpretation of the laws. 
You are a minifter, 017 lord, and, as fiich, have 
long been confulted. Let us candidly examine 
what ufe you have made of your minifter al influ- 
ence. I will not defcend to little matters, but 
come at once to thofe important points, on which 
jour refolution was waited for, on which the ex* 
pe&ation of your opinion kept a great part of the 
nation in rolpence.— A conftitutional que ft ion ari- 
fes upon a declaration of the law of parliament, by 
' which* the freedonxof election, and the birthright of 
the fubjeft were fuppofed to have been invaded.~~ 
The king's fervants are accuied of violating the 
conftituiioo.— The nation is in a ferment.— The 
ableft men of all parties engage in the queftion, and 
exert their utmoft abilities in the difcuffion of. it; 
—-What part has the honeft Lord Mansfield a6ted ? 
As an eminent judge of the law, his opinion 
would have been refpe&ed.*— As a peer, he had a 
right to demand an audience of his fovereign, andk 
inform him that his minifters were purfuing un- 
co nftitutional meafures.— Upon other occafions, 
my lord, you have no difficulty iff finding your way 
into the clofet. The pretended neutrality of be* 
longing to no party, will not fave your reputation. 
In queftions merely political., an honeft; man may 
ftand neuter. But the laws and conftitution are 
the general property of the fubje$ ; not to defend 

i* 
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is to relinquiili ; — and who is there fo fenfelefs as# 
to renounce his ftiare in a common benefit, unlets 
lie hopes to profit by a new divifion of the fpoiK 
As a lord of parliamsnt, you were repeatedly called 
upon to condemn or defend the new law declared 
by the houfe of commons. You affected to have 
fcruples, and every expedient was attempted to 
remove them. — ^ The queftion was propofed and 
urged to you in a thoufand different fhapes.— -Your 
prudence ftill fupplied you with evafion ;-r-your 
refolution was invincible. Fe-r my own part, I 
am not anxious to penetrate this /blemn fecret. I 
care not to whofe wifdom it is intruded, not how 
foon you carry it with you to your grave*: You 
toave betrayed your opinion by the -very care you 
have taken to conceal it. It is not' from Lord 
Mansfield that we expect any referve in declaring 
his real fentiments in favour of government, or m 
oppofition to the people ; nor it is difficult to ac^ 
fcount for the motions of a timid, diflibrieft 'heart, 
which neither has virtue enough to acknowledge 
truth, nor courage to contradict it —Yet you con- 
tinue to fupport anadminiflration which you know 
is univerfally odious, and which, on fbme occajions, 

you' 

* He fajd in the houfe of lord*, that he believed he (hould 
carry his opinion with him to the grave. It. was aUt.warcJs 
reported that he intruded it, in fpecial confidence, to the 
ingenious Duke of Cumberland, 
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you.yourfelf fpeakof with contempt. You would 
fain be thought to take no ftiare in government, 
while, in reality, you are the main fpring of the 
machine. — Here too we trace the /////*, pruden- 
tial policy of a Scotchman. — .Inftead of acting 
that open, generous part, which becomes your 
rank and ftation, you meanly fkulk into the clo- 
fet, and give your fovereign fuch advice, as you 
have not fpirit to avow or defend. You fecretly 
ingrofs the power, while you decline the title of 
minifterj and tho' you dare not be chancellor, you 
know how to fecure the emoluments of the office. 
—-Are the feals to be for ever in commiflion, that 
.you may enjoy five thou (and pounds a year ? — I 
beg pardon,. my lord; — your fears have interpofed 
at laft, and forced you to refign. — The odium of 
xrontinuing'fpeakerof the houfe of lords, upon fuch 
terms, was too formidable to be redded* What a 
multitude of badpaflions are forced to fubmit to a 
.conftitutional infirmity ! But tho* you have relin- 
quished the falary, you ftill aflume the rights of a 
minifter.— -Your conduct, it fcems, muft be de- 
fended in parliament. — For what other -purpofe is 
.your wretched friend, that miferableferjeant, potted 
to the houfe of commons ? Is it in the abilities of 
Mr* Leigh to defend the great Lord Mansfield ?— • 
Or is he only the punch of the puppet-fhow, to 

fpeak 
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fpeak as he is prompted, by the c h i e f j ue g le % 
behind the curtain ? $ 

In public affairs, my lord, cunning, let it be 
ever fo well wrought, will not conduft a man ho- 
nourably thro* life* Like bad money, it may be 
current for a time, but it will foon be cried down. 
It cannot confift with a liberal fprrit, tho* it be 
fometimes united with extraordinary quali- 
fications. When I acknowledge your abili- 
ties, you may believe I am fincere. I fed 
for human nature when I fee a man, fo gift- 
ed as you are, defcend to fuch vfle pradtife 
——Yet do not fuffer your vanity to confole 
you too foon. Believe me, my good lord, you 
are not admired in the fame degree, in which 
you are detefted. It is only the partiality of 
your friends that balances the defe€b of your 
heart with the fuperiority of your understand- 
ing. No learned man, even among your own 
tribe, thinks you qualified to prefide in a court 
of common law. Yet it is confefTed that, under 
Juftirtian, you might have made an incompa* 
rable pr&tor. — It is remarkable enough, but 
1 hope not ominous, that the laws you undev- 
ftaad beft, and the judges you affect to admire 

moft 

§ This paragraph gagged poor Leigh. I really am con- 
cerned for the man, and wi(h it were poffible to open hit 
mouth.— He is a very pretty orator. 
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.moft, flouriflied in the decline of a great empire, 
and are fuppofed to have contributed to its 
fall. 

Here, my lord, it may be proper for us to paufe 

together.; It is not for my own fake that I 

wHh you to confider the delicacy of your fituatkm; 
Beware how y.ou indulge the firft emotions of 
your refentment. This paper is delivered to the 
world, and cannot be recalled. The perfection, 
otl an innocent printer cannot alter facls, nor re- 
fute arguments. — Do not furnifh me with farther 
materials againnV yourfelf. — An honeft man, like 
the true religion* appeals to the underftanding, 
dr modeftly confides in the internal evidence of 
his confcience. The impoftbr employs force in- 
ftead of argument, impofes filence where he can- 
not convince, and propagates his character by the. 
fword, 



JUNIUS 



Vol.. II.. O: LE T- 



18 LETTERS. 



L E T T E R II. 

ADDRESSED TOTHE PRINTER OF THE FUft*. 
LIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, Jan. 30, 1771. 

X F we recollect in what manner the King's Friends. 
have been conftantly employed, we fliall have 
no reafonto be fur prized at any condition of dif-. 
grace, to which the once refpe&ed name of 
Englishmen may be degraded. His Majefty has. 
no cares, but fuch as concern, the laws and con-- 
flit ut ion of this country. In his royal bread there 
is no room left for refentment, no place forhoftile 
fentiments againft the natural enemies of his 
crown. The fyftera of government is uniform. 
— Violence and oppreffion at home can only 
be fupported by treachery and fubiriifljon abroad. 
When the civil rights of the people are da- 
jingly invaded on one fide, what have we to 
cxpefl, but that their political rights ihould be 
deferted and betrayed, in the fame proportion, 
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on the other ? The plan of domeftic policy, which 
has been invariably purfaed, from the moment of 
his prefent Majefty's acceffion, en gro fifes all the 
attention of has fenrants. They know that the 
fecurity of their places depends upon their main- 
taining, at any hazard, the fecret fyftem of the 
clofet. A foreign war might embarrafi, an un- 
favourable event might ruin the minifter, and de- 
feat the deep-laid fcheme of policy, to which he 
and his aflbciates owe their employments. Rather 
than firffer the execution of that fcheme to be de- 
layed or interrupted, the King has been achrifed 
to make a public furrender, a fofa&n facrifice, in 
the face of all Europe, not only of the intereftsof 
his fnbjeds, but of his own perfonal reputation, 
and of the dignity of that crown, which his prede- 
ceffors have worn with honour. Thefe are ftroog 
terms, Sir, but they are topported by fa ft and ar- 
gument. 

The King of Great-Britain had been for foaie 
years in poffeffion of an aland, to which, as the 
miniftry tbemfelves have repeatedly averted, the 
Spaniards had no claim of right. The importance 
of the place is not in queftion. If it were, a 
better judgment might be formed of it from the 
opinion of Lord Anion and Lord Egmont, and 
from the anxiety of the Spaniards, than from any 
D 2 falacious 
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fallacious infinuations thrown out by men, whofe 
intereft it is to undervalue that property which they 
are determined to relinquifh. The pretentions of 
Spain were a fubjeft of negociation between the 
two courts. They had been difcufled, but not ad- 
mitted. The King of Spain in thefe circuinftances, 
bids adieu to amicable negociation, and appeals 
dire&ly to the fword. The expedition againft 
Port Egmont does not appear to have been a 
fudden ill-concerted enterprife. It feems to have 
been conducted not only with the ufual military 
precautions, . but in all the forms and ceremonies 
of war. A frigate was firft employed to examine 
the flrength of the place. A mefiage was then 
fent, demanding immediate poffeffion, in the Ca- 
tholic King's name, and ordering our people to 
depart. At laft a military force appears, and 
compels the garrifon to farrender. A formal ca- 
pitulation en ices, and his Maj efty's /hip, which 
might at lead have been permitted to bring home 
his troops immediately, is detained in port twenty 
days, and her rudder forcibly taken away. This 
train of fa£ls carries no appearance of the rafhnefs 
or violence of a Spaniih governor. On the con- 
trary, the whole plan feems to have been formed 
and executed, in confequence of deliberate orders, 
and a regular inftru&ion from the Spaniih court, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Bucarrelli is not a pirate, nor has he been 

treated as fuch by thofe who employed him. I 

: feel for the honour of a gentleman, when I affirm 

that our King owes him a fignal reparation. 

Where will the humilation of this country end ! 
A King of Great Britain, not contented with pla- 
cing himfelf upon a level with a Spanifh governor, 
defcends fo low as to do a notorious injuftice to 
that governor. As a falvo for his. own reputa- 
tion, he has been advifed to traduce the cha- 
racter of a brave officer, and to treat him as a 
common robber, when he knew with certainty 
that Mr. Bucarrelli had acted in obedience to his 
orders, and had done no more than his duty. 
Thus it happens in private life,, with a man who 

has no fpirit nor fenfe of honour. One of his 

equals orders a fervant to ftrike him. — Inftead of 
returning the blow to the mailer , his courage is 
contented with throwing an afperfion, equally 
falfe and public, upon the character of the fervant. 
This fliort recapitulation was neceflary to 
introduce the confideration of his Majefty's 
(peech, of the 13th of November, 1170, and 
the fubfequent me a Aires of government. The 
exceflive caution, with which the fpeech was 
drawn up, had im pre fled upon me an early con- 
viction, that .no ferious re fen t men t was thought 

of, 
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of, and that the conclufion of the bufinefs, when* 
ever it happened, muft, in fome degree, be diflio- 
nourable to England. There appears thro' the 
whole fpeech a guard and referve in the choice of 
expreflion, which fliews how careful the miniftry 
were not to embarrafs their future projects by 
any firm or fpirited declaration from the throne. 
When all hopes of peace are loft, his Majefty 
tells his parliament, that he is preparing,— -not 
for barbarous war, but (with all his mother's 
foftnefs,) for a different Situation. —It would in- 
deed be happy for this country, if the lady I 
fpeak of were obliged to prepare herfelf for a 
•different fituation. — An open hoftility, authorifed 
by the Catholic King, is called an ad of a go- 
vernor. This a&, to avoid the mention of a 
regulat fiege and furrender, paffes under the 
piratical defcription of Jeizing by force $ and the 
thing taken is defcribed, not as a part of the 
King's territory or proper dominion, but merely as 
a pojjejjiim, a word exprefsly chofen in contradic- 
tion to, and exclufion of the idea of rigbt > and to 
prepare us for a future«furrender both of the right 
and of the poffelfion. Yet this fpeech, Sir, cau- 
tious and equivocal as it is, cannot, by any fophi* 
(try, be accommodated to the mea fares, which 
have fince been adopted. It feemed to promife, 

that 



LETTERS. 25 

that whatever might be given up by fecret flipu- 
lation, fome care would be taken to fave appear* 
snces from the public. The event fliews us, 
that to depart, in the minut eft article, from the 
nicety and ftri&nefs of punctilio, is as dangerous 
to national honour, as to female virtue. The 
woman, who admits of one familiarity, feldom 
knows where to'ftop, or what to refufe ; and when 
the counfels of a great country give way in a 
fingle inftance,«^-whea they once are inclined to 
fubmiffion, every ftep accelerates the rapidity of 
the defcent. The miniftry themfelves, when they 
framed the fpeecb, did not . forefee,. that they 
ihould ever accede to fuch an accommodation, 
as they have fmce advifed their mailer to ae* 
cept of. 

The King (ays, The honour of my crown and the 
tights of my people are deeply affe&ed. The Spani- 
ard, in his reply, fays, I give you lack poffeffion 
hut I adhere to my claim of prior right ', referring 
the ajfertion of it for a more favourable opportu- 
nity. 

The fpeech fays, I made an immediate demand of 
fatisfafiion, and, if that Jails, I am prepared to do 
myfelf jufiice This immediate demand muft have 
been lent to Madrid on the 1 2th of September, 
or ia a few days after. It was certainly refufed, 

or 
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or evaded, and the King has not done himfelF 

juftice. When the firft magiftrate fpeaks to the- 

nation, fome care fliould be taken of his apparent 
veracity. 

The fpeech proceeds to fay, IJBattnot difcontihu* 
tny preparations until' 1 have received proper reparation 
for the injury. If this aflurance may be relied'on, 
what an enormous expence is in tailed', fine die, 
upon this unhappy country ! Reftitution of z.. 
pofTeflion and reparation of an injury areas diffe- 
rent in fubftance, as they are in language. The 
very act of reftitution may contain, as in this ih- 
ftance it palpably does, a fhameful aggravation of 
the injury. A man*offpirit. does not rneafure the 
degree of an injury by. the mere pofitive damage 
. he has fuftained. He confiders the principle on- 
which it is founded j. he refe'nts the. fuperiority 
ajTerted over him ;, and> rejecls with indignation' 
the claim of right, which his adverfary endea* 
vaurs to eftablrfli, and would force, him to acknow- 

The motives, on which the Catholic King* 
makes reftitution, are, if pdffibfe, more iftfolent 
and difgraceful . to our. Sovereign, . than even the. 
declaratory condition annexed to it. After taking, 
four months to confider, whether the*expeditioa- 
lyas undertaken by his gvtoi orders or. not, he con- 

defcenda . 
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defcends, to difavow tlie enterprise* and to reftore 
the ifland, — not from any regard to juftice ; — not 
from any regard he bears to his Britannic Majefty, 
but merely from the per[utifion> in which he is, of 
the pacific fentiments of the King of Great Britain.-— 
At this rate, if our King had difcovered the (pint 
of a man,— -if he had made a peremptory demand 
of fatisfa&ion, the King of Spain would have given 
him a peremptory fefufal. But why this unfeafon- 
able, this ridiculous mention of the King of Great 
^Britain's pacific intentions ? Have they ever been 
m queftion ? Was He the aggreflbr^ Does he 
attack foreign powers without provocation ? Does 
he even refill, when he is iriful'ted ? No, Sir, if 
any ideas of ftrife cr hoftility have entered his 
royal mind, they have a very different direction. 
The enemies of England have nothing to fear from 
them. 

A'fteT afH, Sir, to What kind of (tffavowal has the 
"King of Spain at laft conferfted ? Suppofmg it made 
•rn proper time, it mould have been accompanied 
withfnftant reftrtutron ; and if Mr. Bucarelli acted 
without orders, he 'deferved death. Now, Sir, 
-inftead of immediate Tefol&itkm, we have a four 
•moths negociatioii, and the dfficer, whofe ad 
is^d&vowed, returns to court, and is loaded with 
honour. 
, Vol. II. & If 
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If the actual fituation of Europe be confidered, 
the treachery of the King's fervants, particularly of 
Lord North, who takes the whole upon himfelfi 
will appear in the ftrongeft colours of aggravation. 
Our allies were matters of the Mediterranean. 
The king of France's prefent averlion from war, 
and the diffraction of his affairs are notorious. He 
is now in a ftate of war with his people. In vain 
did the Catholic King folicit him to take part in 
the quarrel againft us. His finances were in the 
laft diforder, and it was probable that his ♦troops 
might find fufficient employment at home. In 
thefe circumftances, we might have dictated the 
law to Spain. There are no terms, to which fhe 
might not have been compelled to fubmit. At the 
worft, a war with Spain alone, carries the faireft 
promife of advantage. One good effect at lead 
would have been immediately produced . by it. 
The defertion of France would have irritated her 
ally, and in all probability haye diffolved the fa- 
mily compact. The fcene is now fatally changed. 
The advantage is thrown away. The moft favour- 
able opportunity is loft. — Hereafter we {hall know 
the value of it. When the French King is re- 
conciled to his fubjects ; when Spain has com- 
pleted her preparations ; when the collected 
ftrength of the Houfe of Bourbon attacks us at 

once, 
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once, the King himfelf will be able to determine 
upon the wifdom or imprudence of his prefent 
condudt As far as the probability of argument 
extends, we* may fafely pronounce, that a con- 
juncture, which threatens the very being of this 
country, has been wilfully prepared and forward* 
ed by our own miniftry. How far the people may 
be animated to refinance under the prefent admi- 
niftration, I know not ; but this 1 know with 
certainty, that, under the prefent adminiftration, 
ot if any thing like it fliould continue, it is of 
very little moment whether we are a conquered 
nation or not *. 

Having 

* The King's acceptance of the Spanifli Ambaffador's de- 
claration, is drawn up in barbarous French, and figned by 
the Earl of Rochford. This diplomatic Lord has fpent hia 
life in the (tody and practice of Etiquettes , and is fuppofed to 
be a profound mafter of the ceremonies. I will not infult him 
by any reference to grammar or common fenfe, if he were 
even acquainted with the common forms of bin office, I (hould 
think him as well qualified for it, *s any man in his Majefty'e 
fcrvice.— The reader is requefted to obferv^ LordRochford'a 
method of authenticating a public inftrument. 4< En foi de 
*' qui, mci foufligne, un des principaux Secretaires d f Etat S. 
44 M. B. ai figne la prtfente de ma fignature ordinaire, et 
** icelle fait appofer le cachet de- not Armea." In three 
lines there arc no lefs than feven falfe concords. But the 
man does not even know the ftile of his office ;— If he had 
known it, he would have faid, '< neus y fouffignc Secretaire d* 
" Etat de S. M. B. avons fi^ne, &f . 
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Having travelled thus far in the high road 
of matter of fact, I may now be permitted to 
wander a little into the field of imagination. 
Let u^banifh from our minds the perfuafion that 
thefe- events have really happened in the reign 
©# the befc of princes. Let us confider them as 
nothing more than the materials of a fable, in 
in which we may conceive the Sovereign of fome 
ftther country to be concerned. I mean to vio- 
late all the laws of probability, when I fuppofe 
that this imaginary King, after having voluntarily 
(hfgraceet himfelf in the eyes of his fubjecls, 
might return to a fenfe of his diftionour j — 
that he might perceive the fnare laid for him by 
.his minifters, and feel a fpark of fhame kindling 
in his fere#ft;.-~Tb£ past he muft then be ohUg;- 
ed to a61t, would overwhelm him with ccwifuftoa. 
To his part»m*frt he muft fay, / failed you to- 
gether to receive your advice > and have never ajked 
your opinion. -—To the merchant,-—/ have dif* 
trejfed your commerc*; I haw dragged year Jeamen 
out of your flips, I haw haded you with a grievous 
weight of injmrances. — To the Iand-holde,r, — / 
told you war was too. probable \ when / was deter- 
mined to fubmt to. any term of accommodation $ / 
extorted new taxes frm you before it was poffible 
they could be w.anttd h and. am WV> unable to account 

for 
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for the amplication of them. — • To the public cre- 
ditoiy»t-/ have delivered up your fortunes a prey to 
foreigner* and to. the vilefi of your ftllvw-fubjefis. 
Perhaps this repenting Prince might conclude 
jyith one general acknowledgment to them alt, 
r~l have involved every rani of my fuhje&s in 
anxiety and difirefs> and have nothing to offer you in 
return, but (he certainty of national dijhonwr, an 
armed t*uce % and peace without fecurifa 

If thefe accounts were fettled, there would 
(till remain an apology to be made to his na- 
vy and to his army. To the nrft he would fay* 
w-you was once the terror of the world* But go 
hack to your karkoms. A man 4lJhonpured % as I 
am> has m ufe for yofir fervid. 1% is not proba- 
ble that he would appear again before his- fo> 
diers, even in. the pacific ceremoney of a review*. 
But wherever be. appeared* the. humiliating coa* 
feflion would be extorted from him. 1 have rf* 
Ceived a blow ; and bad noifpirit to refent H. 1 d$r 
manded fatisfacHon, and have accepted a declaration, 
in 'which the right to fir ike me again is afferted and 
confirmed. His countenance at leaf): would fpeak 
this language, and even lis guards would blufh 
for him. 

But 

* A Mi (lake. He appears before them every day, with 
the murk of % Mow vpoa his fasc-WV* b pudtr / J 
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But to return to our argument. — The mini- 
ftry, it feems are labouring to draw a line of 
diftin&ion between the honour of the crown 
and the rights of the people. This new idea 
has yet been only ftated in difcourfe, for in 
'effect both objefts have been equally facrificed. 
I neither underftand the. diftinclion, nor what 
ufe the miniftry propofe to make of it. The 
King's honour is that of his people. Their real 
honour and real intereft are the fame. — I am not 
contending for a vain punctilio. A clear, un- 
blemiflied character* comprehends not only the 
integrity that will not oifer, but the fpirit that 
will not fubmit to an injury; and whether it 
belongs to an individual or to a community, it 
is the foundation of peace, of independence, 
and of fafety. Private credit is wealth ; — pub- 
lic honour is fecurity.— The feather that adorns 
the royal bird, fupports his flight. Stiip him of 
Jais pltoiage and you fix him to the earth. 

JUNIUS. 
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O write for profit without taxing the prefs s 
—to write for fame and to be unknown j— to 
iupport the intrigues of fa&ion and to be dif- 
owned, as a dangerous auxiliary, by every party 
in the kingdom, are contradictions, which the 
minifter mult reconcile, before I forfeit my cre- 
dit with the public. I may quit the fervice, but 
it would be abfurd to fufpect me of defertion. 
The reputation of thefe papers is an honourable 
pledge for my attachment to the people. To fa- 
crifice a refpecled character, and to renounce 
the efteem of fociety* requires more than Mr. 
WedderburneV refolutiou i and though, in him, 
it was rather a profefiion than a defertion of his 
.principles, [I fpeak tenderly of this gentleman, 
for when treachery is in queftion, I think we 

fhould 



p> LETTERS. 

fhould make allowance for a Scotchman] yet we 
have feen him in the Houfe of Commons over- 
whelmed with condition, and ahnoft bereft of his 
faculties.— But in truth, Sir, I have left no room 
for an accommodation with the piety of St. 
James's. My offences are «ot to he redeemed by 
recantation or repentance. On one fide, our 
warmeft patriots would difclaim me as a burthen 
to their honeft ambition. On the other, the vileft 
proftitution, if Junius could defcend to ifc, would 
lofe its natural nierit and influence in the cabinet) 
and treachery be no longer a recommendation to 
the royal favour. 

The petfons, who, till ^wkhin thefe few years, 
have been moft diftinguiftied by, their zed for 
high church and prerogative, are now, it feems, 
the great aflfertofs of the privileges of the Houfe 
of Commons, this fiidden -alteration of their 
fentiments or language carries with it a fuiptcrous 
appearance. When I hear ^he undefined privi* 
leges of the popular branch of the legiflature ex- 
alted by Tories and Jacofoites, at the expence of 
thofe "ftritVHghts, whifch arfe known to the fub- 
je& and limited by the laws, I cannot but fuf- 
pedt, that feme taifehieVous fcfoeme is in agita- 
tion, to deftroy Tb^oth ktw and privilege, by op- 
pofmg them to each otter. They who have wri»- 

fennl/ 
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formly denied the power of the whole Iegiflaure 
to alter the defcent of the crown, and whofe an- 
ceftors, in rebellion againft his Majefty's family, 
have defended that do&rine at the hazard of their 
lives, now tell us that privilege of parliament is 
the only rule of right, and the chief fecurhy of 
the public liberty. — I fear, Sir, that, while form* 
remain, there has been forae material change in 
the fubftance of our conftitution. The opinions 
of thefe men were too abfurd to be fo eafily re- 
nounced. Liberal minds are open to conviction. 
—Liberal doctrines are capable of improvement. 
—There are profelites from atheifm, but none . 
from (uperftition.— — If their prefent profefllons 
were lincere, I think they could not but be highly 
offended at feeing a question, concerning parlia- 
mentary privilege, unneceflarily flatted at a feafon 
fo unfavourable to the Houfe of Commons, and 
by fo very mean and iniignincant a perfon as the 
minor Onflow. They knew that the prefent Houfe 
of Commons, having commenced hoftilities with 
the people, and degraded the authority of the 
laws by their own example, were likely enough 
to be refilled, per fas fff tufas. If they were really 
friends to privilege, they would have thought 
the queftioh of Right too dangerous to be haz- 
Vol II. ' F ard«d 
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arded at this fgaCoiH and, without the formality of 
a.convfiBtion, wsould have left it undecided. 

I have been uie&t hitherto, though not fcona that 
ftamefuj indifference about the interefts of fociej.y* 
which too many of us pr,Qfefs, and ca\l moderation,. 
I confefe, Sir, that I felt the prejudices of n^y. 
education,, uiiavoui; of a Houfe of Comtoons (till 
hanging about me, I thought that. 9, queftjo,^ 
between law and .privilege,, could? never be brought 
to a formal decifion, without inconvenience to 
the public fervieev or a. uiajafftft diminution of 
legal liberty, and ought therefore to. be caEeftill^ 
avoided : and when i few that the violence o£ 
the Houfe of Commons, had carried them too far 
to retreat* determined no* to deliver a hafty of>U 
nion upon a^attcr of Co much delicacy and unpor- 
tance. . 

The- fiats of things is much altered in this 
county* fiflce k was neceflgry to protect our re- 
prefen^tives againft the direct power of the 
qrowiv We have nothing to apprehend frpiu 
prerogative, but every thing from undue influ- 
ence. Formerly it was the. intereA of the people, 
that the. privileges pf parliament fhould- be left, 
unlimited and undefined. At prefent it is no* 
only their intereil, but*I hold it* to be effentially 

ne- 
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fceceffary to the preservation of the confutation, 
that the privileges of parliament foould be fifth- 
ly afcertained, and be confined within tie nar-* 
rowed botmds the nature of their inftituuon will 
*tfmit of. Upon the fame principle, < on which I 
would have refined prerogative in the laft cen- 
tuary, I now reffift privilege. It is indifferent to 
me, whether the crown, by its own immediate 
a&, impofes new, and difpenfe* with old laws, 
or whether the fame- arbitrary power produces 
the f«medr>&s through the medium of the Houfe 
of Commons. We trufted our reprefentatives 
with privileges for their Gwn defence and burs. 
We cfannot hinder tlieir defertion, but we can 
prevent their <*rfying Over their arms to. the 
fervice* of the entfmy.— *— It will' be faid, that I 
begin with endeavouring to reduce the argument 
concerning privilege to a ntefe* qu eft ion of con- 
venience ;-^tfcat I deny at Ofte* moment what I 
would allow at another 5 and that to refift the 
power of a proftituted Ho»fe. v of Commons may 
eftablim a precedent injurious to all future par- 
liaments. To this 1 anfwer* generally, that 

human affairs are in 00 ioftarice ^governed by ftri€t 
politive right. If change of cirarmftances were 
to have no weight in dire&mg our conduct and 
opinions, the mutual iniercourfe of mankind 
F 2 would 
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would be nothing more than a contention be- 
tween pofitive and equitable right. Society would 
be a ftate of war, and law itfelf would be in- 
juftice. On this general ground, it is highly 
reafonable, that the degree of our* fubmiflion to 
privileges, which have never been defined by po- 
fitive law, fhould be confidered as a qu eft ion of 
convenience, and proportioned to the confidence 
we repofe in the integrity of our reprefentatives. 
As to the injury we nay do to any future and 
more refpectable Houfe of Commons, I own I 
am not now fanguine enough to expect a more 
plentiful harveft of parliamentary virtue in one 
year than another. Our political climate is fe- 
verely altered * and, without dwelling upon the 
depravity of modern times, I think no reafonable 
man will expect that, as human nature is consti- 
tuted, the enormous influence of the crown fhould 
ceafe to prevail over the virtue of individuals. 
The mifchief lies too deep to be cured by any 
remedy, left than fome great convulfion, which 
may either carry back the conftitution to its ori- 
ginal principles, or utterly deftroy it. I do not 
doubt that, in the firft fefSon after the next elec- 
tion, fome popular meafures may be adopted. 
The prefent Houfe of Commons have injured 
themfelves.by a too early and public profeflion of 

their 
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their principled * and if a ftnir of proftitution, 
which had no example, wcie within the reach of 
emulation, it might be imprudent to hazard the 
experiment too fo n. But after all, Sir, it is 
very immaterial whether a Houfe of Commons 
fhall preferve their virtue for a week, a month, 
or a year. The influence, which makes a fep- 
tennial parliament dependant upon the pleafure 
of the crown, has a permanent operation, and 

cannot fail of fuccefs* My premifes, I know, 

will be denied in argument, but every man's 
confeience tells him they are true. It remains 
then to be confidered, whether it be for the in- 
tereft of the people that privilege of parliament, 
(which *, in refpeft to the purpofes, for whiqh it 
has hitherto been acquiefced under, is merely 
nominal) ihould be contracted within fame cer- 
tain limits, or whether the fubjeft ihall be left at 

the 

* " The neceflity of Scaring thtHouftof Commons agalnft 
44 the King** power, fo that no interruption might be given 
44 either to the attendance of the members in parliament or 
44 the freedom of debate, was the foundation of parliamen- 
44 tary privilege ; and we may obferve, in all the addrtfles of 
" new appointed Speakers to the Sovereign,, the ntmoft pri- 
44 vilege they demand is liberty of fpeech and freedom from 
44 arrefts. The very word privilege, means no more than im- 
44 munity, or a fafegqird to the party who potteries it, and 
44 can never be conftrucd into an active power of iovadiog the 
" rights of Others." 
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the **ercy of a power, arbitrary upon the face 6f 
it, and ltotOTicrttfly under the direftion of the 
crown. 

I do fiot mean to decline 'the qtrettion of Right. 
Oa the contrary, Sir, I join iflue with the advo- 
cates for privilege, and affirm, that, '* excepting 
** the cafes, wherein the Houfe of Commons 'ate 
u a court of judkatare, [to which, from the na- 
" ture of their ofttoe. a Coerciv* power nroft be- 
%t long] and excepting fech contempts as tmme- 
*• diately interrupt their proceedings, they have 
** no legal authority to imprison any man for any 
*• fuppofed violation of privilege whatfoever .'•«*— 
It is not pretended that privilege, as now claim- 
ed, has ever been defined or confirmed by fta- 
tute ; neither <*n it be faid, with <any colour bf 
truth, to be a £aft of the common law of Eng- 
" land, which had* grown into prefer! ption, long 
before we knew any thing of the exiftence of a 
Houfe of Commons. As for the kw of parlia- 
ment it is only another name for the privilege m 
queftion 5 and fince the power of creating new 
privileges has been formally renounced by both 
houfes,— fince there is no code, in which we can 
ftudy the law .of parliament, we have but one way 
left to make ourfelves acquainted with it j-— that 
is, to compare the nature of the institution of a 

H>ufe 
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Houfe of Qommons with the fefls upon record. 
To eftabliflva claim of privilege ia either houfe, . 
and to diftutguifk original right from an usurpa- 
tion, it muft appear that it is. tndiJpenfabiy ae- 
ceffary for the performance of the doty they are 
employed] in* and alfo that it has. been uniformly. . 
allowed. From the fir ft part of this deferiptr n 
it follows clearly, that whatever privilege doe* 
of right belong to the prefent Hbuie of Commons, ' 
did equally belong to< the frrft aflemWy of their 
predeceflbrs, was as com pie at ly vefted in them, 
nnd might have been exercifed \n the fame extent. 
From the fecond we mud infer that privileges, 
which, for feveral centuries, were no* only never 
allowed; but neve? even claimed by the Houfe 
of Commons, muft be founded upon ufurpatlon. 
The conf&tuiional: duties of a Hbuie of Com- 
mons are not very complicated, nox myfterioua. 
They are to prepofe or aiTent to whokfome lawa 
for the benefit of the natian. They are to grant 
the neceflary aids to the King 1 s-i—** petition* foe 
the rettrefs of grievances, and. pro&oite treafon 
or high crimes againft the ftate. K" unlimited 
privilege be neceffery to theiperfocmaac^of the.fe 
duties, vre hwre^reafof* to, cojjshfdfe i tfea*.j for- 
g*any centuries after the inftitution of the Houfe 
of Commons, they were never performed. I am 

not 
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not bound to prove a negative, but I appeal to 
the Engliflv hiftory when I affirm that, with the 
exceptions already ftated, (which yet I might 
fafely relinquish) there is no precedent, from the 
year 126$ to the death of Queen Elizabeth, of 
the Houfe of Commons having imprifoned any 
man (not a member of their houfe) for contempt 
or breach of privilege. In the moft flagrant 
cafes, and when their acknowledged privileges 
were moft grofsly violated, the poor Commons, as 
they then filled theinfelves, never took the power 
of punifhment into their own hands. They either 
fought redrefs by petition to the King, or* what 
is more remarkable, applied for juftice to the 
Houfe of Lords $ and when fatisfa&ion was de- 
nied them or delayed, their only remedy was to 
refufe proceeding upon the King's bufine fs. So 
little conception had our anceftors of the monftrous 
doctrines, now maintained concerning privilege, 
that, in the reign of Elizabeth, even liberty of 
fpeech, the vital principle of a deliberative alTem- 
bly, was restrained, by the Queen's authority, to a 
fimple Aye or No, and this reftricVion, though im- 
pofed upon three fucceflive parliaments*, was 
never oncedifputed by the Houfe of Commons. 

I know 

* Iathejreirs 1593-— .1597— ind 1^0 1. 
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1 know there are many precedents of arbitrary 

commitments for contempt } but, befides that 

they are of toaMnodesn a date to wartant a 

preemption that -filch r a power was originally 

yefted.in the Hojafe of Commons,-- Fa3 .alone 

dpes not con dilute Jlig/rt. Jf it does, general 

warrants were lawful.— An ordinance of the two 

houfes has a fo$ce equal to law » and. the crimmai 

jurifdi&ion aiTumed by the Goramons-in 1621, in 

the cafe pf Edward Loyd is a good .precedent, tp 

warrant the like proceedings -againft any man* 

who fli all unadvifedly .mention the folly of 2. 

King, or the ambition of.a.Princefs.nr-The truth 

is, Sir, that the greateft and: moil exceptionable 

part of the privileges now oon tended for, were 

introduced and afferted by a Haufe of Commons 

which abolillied both monarchy and peerage, and 

. whofe proceedings, although they en.ded. in oneaft 

of fubftantialjuftice, could no w.ay be reconciled 

to the forflis of the constitution. Their fuccefibrs 

profited by the example, and confirmed their 

power by making a moderate or a popular ufe of 

it. -Thus it. grew ..by degrees, from a .notorious; 

innovation at one period, to be tacitly admitted. 

as the privilege of parliament. at another. 

If however it could be proved, from considera- 
tions of necoffity or convenience, that an unli- 
Voh. II G mited 
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ml ted power of commitment ought to be intruded 
to the Houfe of Commons, and that in fad they 
have cxercifed it without oppofitkm, (till, in con- 
templation of law, the prefumption is ftrongfy 
againfl them. It is a leading maxim of the laws 
of England (and, without it, all laws are nugato- 
ry) that there is no right without a remedy, nor 
any legal power without a legal courfe to carry 
it into effect. Let the power, now in queftion, be 
tried by this rule. The Speaker uTues his warrant 
of attachment. The party attached either refills 
force with force, or appeals to a magiftrate, who 
declares the warrant illegal, and difcharges the 
prifoner. Does the law provide no legal means 
for inferring a legal warrant ? Is there no regular 
proceeding pointed out in our law-books to after* 
and vindicate the authority of (b high a court as 
the Houfe of Commons } The queftion is anfwered 
directly by the facl. Their unlawful commands 
are refifted, and they have no remedy. Theimprt- 
fonment of their own members is revenge indeed, 
but it is no afTertion of the privilege they con- 
tend for.* Their whole proceeding (lops, and 

there 

* Upon their owe principles, they (hould htve committed 
tflr. Wilkes, who had been guilty of t greater offence than 
even the Lord-Mayor or Alderman Oliver. But after re- 
peatedly ordering him to attend, they at laft adjourned . be. 

yond 
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there they (land, afliamed to retreat, and unable 
to advance. Sir, thefe ignorant men fhould bo 
informed that the execution of the laws of Eng- 
land is not left in this uncertain, defenceless 
condition. If the procefs of the courts of Weft- 
minfter-hall be refilled, they have a direft courfe, 
fufficient to inforce fubmiffion. The* court of 
KingVbench commands the Sheriff to raife the 
Pojfe Comitates. The courts of Chancery and Ex- 
chequer iflue a Writ 9/ Rebellion, which rauft alfo 
befupported, ifneceflary, by the power of the 
county.— To whom will our honeft reprefenta- 
tives direft their writ of rebellion ? The Guards, 
I doubt not, are willing enough to be employed, 
but they know nothing of the do&rine of writs, 
said may think it neceflary to wait for a letter 
from Lord Bar ring ton. 

It may now be obje&ed to me, that my argu- 
ments prove too much ; for that certainly there 
may be inftances of contempt and infult to the 
Houfe of Commons, which do not fall within my 
own exceptions, yet, in regard to the dignity of 
the houfe, ought not to pafs unpuniihed. Be it 
fo.— The courts of criminal jurifdi&ion are open 
to profecutions, which the Attorney General may 
G z commence 

yond the day appointed for his attendance, and by this mean, 
pitiful evafion, gave up the poiat.— Soch U the force of 
confeious guilt. 
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commence by information or indictment. A It- 
bd, tending to afpede or vilify the Houfe of 
Common^ of any of their members, may fee as 
fiv&ely ptmi/bed in the court of itingVbench, 
asa libel upotf the King. Mr. De Gfey thought 
fo, when he dtfeVr up the information upon my 
letter tor bis Majefty, 6* had he no meaning in 
charging it to be a (candalous libel upon the 
Houfe of Commons. In my opinion, they would 
confult their real dignity much better, by appeal- 
ing to the laws when they are offended, than by 
violating tfhe firft principle of natural joftice, 
whk& forbids u? to be judges, when we are par- 
ties to the canfe*. 

I do not mean to purfae tfaem thtougbth'e re- 
mainder 6f their proceedings* In their firft re- 
folutions, it is poffible they might! hive been de- 
ceived 

* " If it be demanded, in cafe t CvbyeSt fltooldbe eora- 
" mitted by either houfe, for a matter manifelUy out of their 
* l jnfifdi&ion, what remedy can he have } I anfwer, that 
M it cannot well be imagined thrfc the law, which favour* 
" nothing more than the* liberty of the fnbjeA* fcouH give 
" as a remedy againft commitments by the King htmfelf, tp- 
* c pearing to be illegal, and yet give us no manner of redrt fs 
M againft a commitment by oar fellow fabje&s, equally ap- 
pearing to be unwarranted. But as this is a cafe, which I 
*' am perfuaded will never happen, it feems needlefs over 
" nicely to exantrne it— Hawkins %. no."— — # B. He 
toai agndldvyer, but ntprtphtt. 
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ceived by ill-eonfldwed precedents. For the reft, 
there is na colour of palliation Of excufe* They 
hfeveadvifed the King to reflime a power of dif- 
penfirtg with the laws by royal proclamation ;§ 
and Rings wsr fee are ready enovgh to Mow fuch 
advice*-— By mere violence, and without the fka- 
<iow of right, they have expunged the record of 
a judicial proceeding*.-^Nothi»g remained, but 
to attribute to their own vote a power of flop- 
ping the whotocttftriburibir of' criminal and civil 
juftico. 

The public virtues of the chief magiftrate have 
long fince ceafed to be in queftion. But it is faid 
that he has private good qualities, and I myfelf 
have been ready to acknowledge them. They are 

now 

That their pra&ice might be every way conformable to 
their principles, the houfe proceeded to advife the crown to 
publilh « proclamation univerftlly acknowledged to be ille- 
gal. Mr. Moreton publicly protefted agtinft it before it was 
iflued ; and Lord Mansfield, though not fcrapulous to ad 
extreme, fpeaks of it with horror. It is remarkable enough 
that the very men, who advifed the proclamation, and who 
hear it arraigned every day both within doors and without, 
are not daring enough to jitter one word in its defence, nor 
have they ventured to take the lead notice of Mr. Wilkes for 
difcharging the perfons apprehended under it. 

• Lord Chatham very properly called this the act of a 
mob, not of a ftnate. 
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now brought to the teft. If he loves his people, 
he will diflblve a parliament, which they can ne- 
ver confide in or refpeft.— If he has any regard 
for his own honour, he will difdaia to be any 
longer conne&ed with fuch abandoned proftitu- 
tion. ' But if it were conceivable, that a King of 
this country had loft all fenfe of perfonal honour, 
and all concern for the welfare of his fubjetts, I 
confefs, Sir, I fliould be contented to renounce 
the forms of the constitution once more, if there 
were no other way to obtain fubftantial juftice for 
the people* 

JUNIUS. 



LET- 
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LETTER IV. 



TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF GRAFTOH- 

MYLORD-, Junes*, i77r. 

H E profound sefpeft I bear to the gracious 
Prince, who govern* this country with no lefs 
honour to* himfelf than fatisfa&ion to his fub- 
jefts, and who reftores you to your rank under 
his ftandard, will fave you from a multitude of 
reproaches. The attention I ihould have paid to 
your failings is un voluntarily attracted to the 
hand that rewards them, and though I am not 
fo partial to the royal judgment, as to affirm, 
that the favour of a King can remove mountains 
of infamy, it ferves to leffen at leaft,. for un- 
doubtedly it divides the burthen. While I re- 
member how much is due to bis facred character, 
I cannot, with any decent appearance of pro- 
priety, call you the meaneft and the bafeft fellow 
in the kingdom. • I proteft, my Lord, I do n«t 
think you fo. You will have a dangerous rival, 
in that kind of fame to which you have hitherto 

fo 
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fo happily directed your ambition, as long as 
there is one man living* who thinks you worthy 
of his confidence, and fit to - be trailed with any 
fliare in his government. I confefs you have 
great intrinfic merit ; but take care you da not 
value it too highly. -jCorffider "how much of it 
would have been loft to the world, if the King 
had not gracioufty affixed bis (Vamp, and given 
it currency among his fubje&s. If it be true that 
a virtuous man, itruggling with ^adverfny, he a 
fcene worthy of the -gods, the glorious .conten- 
tion, be twee* you and the beft -of Princes, de- 
serves an audience .equally refpe&afele. I • think 
I already fee other gods rifing from th« earth to 
behold it. 

But this language is too miki for the occafipn. 
The King is determined, that our-abilkies ifliall 
not be doit to fociety. The • perpetration and 
defcription of new crimes will find employment 
for us both. My Lord, if the perfons, who 
have been loudeft in their profeffions of patriot- 
ifm, had <k>ne their duty to the public with the 
fame zeal and perfeverance that I did, f will not 
after t that government would have recovered its 
dignity, but at lead our gracious Sovereign mull 

have fpared his fubjects this laft infult*, which, 

if 
* The Duke was lately anointed Lord Piivy Seal. 
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if there be any feeling left among as, they will 
relent more thaa even the real injuries they re- 
ceived from every meafure of your Grace's admi*» 
u&ration. In vain would he have looked round 
him for another character fo confuinmate as 
yours. Lord Mansfield ihrinks from his princi- 
ples *■— his ideas of government perhaps go far* 
thcr than your own, but his heart difgraces the 
theory of his underftanding.— — Charles Fox is 
yet in biofibm ; and as for Mr. Wedderburne, 
there as fomething about him, which even trea- 
chery cannot truft. For the prefent therefore, 
•he beft of Princes muft have contented himfelf 
with Lord Sandwich. — You would long fince 
have received your final difmiflion and reward j 
and I, my Lord, who do not efteem you the 
more for the high office you poiTefs, would wil- 
lingly have followed you to your retirement. 
There is furely fomething Angularly benevolent 
in the chara&er of our Sovereign. From the 
moment he afcended the throne, there is no 
crime* of which human nature is capable, (and 
I call upon the Recorder to witnefs it) that has 
not appeared venal in bis fight. With any other 
Prince, the ihameful defertion of him, in the 
midft of that diftrefs, which you alone had ere* 
ated,— in the very criiis of danger, when he 
Vol. II. H fancied 
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fancied he faw the throne already furrounded by 
men of virtue and abilities, would have out- 
weighed the memory of all your former fervices. 
But his Majefty is full of juftice, and underftands 
the doctrine of compenfations. He remembers 
with gratitude how fbon you had accommodated 
your morals to the neceflity of his fecyice; 
how c hear fully you had abandoned the engage- 
ments of private friend/hip, and renounced the 
moft folemn profeffions to the public. The facrifice 
of lord Chatham was not loft upon him. Even the 
cowardice and perfidy of deferring him may have 
done you no dhTervice in his efteem. The inftance 
was painful, but the principle might pleafe. 

You did not negleft the magi {I rate, while you 
flattered the man. The expulfion of Mr. Wilkes 
pre-determined in the cabinet ; — the power of 
depriving the fubject of his birthright, attributed 
to a refolution of one branch of the legiflature ; 
—the conftitution impudently invaded by the 
Houfe of Commons ;— the Tight of defending it 
treacheroufly renounced by the Houfe of Lords: 
— Thefe are the ftrokes, my Lord, which, in 
the prefent reign, recommend to office, and con- 
ftitute a mimfter. They would have determined 
your Sovereign's judgment, if they had made no 
impreflion upon bis heart. We need not lock 

. tor 
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for any other fpecies of merit to account- for his 
taking the earlieft opportunity to recall you to 
his councils. Yet you have other merit in abun- 
dance.— Mr. Hine,— the Duke of Portland, — . 
and Mr. Yorke;»— -Breach of truft, robbery, and 
murder. You would think it a compliment to 
your gallantr-y, if I added rape to the catalogue i 
—but the ftile of you* amours fecures you from 
refinance. I know how well thefe feveral charges 
have been defended. In the firft inftance, the 
breach of truft is fuppofed to have been its own 
reward. Mr. Bradiliaw affirms upon his honour, 
(and fo may the gift of fouling never depart from 
him I), that you referved no part of Mr. Hine's 
purchafe-money for your own ufe> but that every 
Hulling of it was fcrnpuloufly paid to governor 
Burgoyne. — Make hafte, my Lord > — another 
patent, applied in time, may keep, the Oaks* in 
the family. — if not, Birnham. Wood, I fear, 
uiuft come to the Macaroni. 

The Duke of Portland was your earlieft 
friend. In defence of his property he had no- 
thing to plead, but equity, againft Sir James 
Lowther, and prefcription againft the crown. 
You felt for your friend ; but tbe law muji take 
hL' z its 

* A fuperb villa of Col.. Burgoyae, about this time td- 
vcrtifcd forfeit.. 
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its es&rfi. Pofterity wiH fcarce believe that Lord 
Bute's fon-in-law had barely intereft enough at 
the treafury to get his grant compleated before the 
general ele&ion*. 

Enough has been faid of that deteftable tranf- 
a&ion, which ended in the. death of Mr. Yorke, 
»•— I cannot fpeak of it without horror and com- 
panion.— -To excufe yourfelf, you publicly im- 
peach your accomplice, and to his mind perhaps 
the accu&tion may be flattery. But in murder 
you are both principals. It was once a queftion 
of emulation, and if the event had not difap- 
pointed the immediate fchemes of the clofet, it 
might ftill have been a hopeful fubjed of jeft and 
merriment between you. 

This letter, my Lord, is only a preface to my 
future correfpondence. The remainder of .the 
fummer mall be dedicated to your amufcment. I 
mean now and then to relieve the feverity of 
your morning ftudies, and to prepare you for the 
hufinefs of the day. Without pretending to more 
than Mr. Bradihaw's fincerity, you may rely upon 
my attachment, as long as you are in office. 

Will 

* It will tppear by a fabfeqaent letter, that tbe Doke'e 
precipitation, proved fatal to die grant. It looks like the 
harry and confafoa of a young highwayman, who takes a 
few (hillings, bat leaves the purfe and watch behind him.--- 
And yet the Duke was an old offender 
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Will your Grace forgive me, if I venture to 
exprefs my anxiety for a man, whom I know 
you do not love I My Lord Weymouth has cow- 
ardice to plead, and a defection of a later date 
than your own. You know the privy feal was 
intended for him y and if you confider the dignity 
of the poft he deferted, you will hardly think it 
decent to quarter him on Mr. Rigby. Yet he 
muft have bread, my Lord; — or rather he muft 
have wine. If you deny him the cup, there will 
be no keeping him within the pale of the mini dry. 

JUNIUS. 



LET- 
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LETTER V. 



TO HIS GRACE THE OUKI OF GRAFTOlf. 



MY LORD, July 9 , , 77n 

X he influenceof your Grace's- fortune ftill feems 
.to prefide over the treasury. — The genius of Mr. 
Bradfhaw infpires Mr. Robinfon*. How remark- 
able it is, (and I fpeak of it not as matter of re- 
proach, but as fomething peculiar to your cha- 
racter) that you have never yet formed a friend- 
ship, which has not been fatal tq the object of it* 
nor adapted a £aufe, to which, one way or fttfier, 
you have not done mifchief. Your attachment is- 
infamy while it lads, and which ever way it 
turns, leaves ruin and difgrace behind it. The 
deluded girl, who yields to fuch a profligate*, 
even while he is conftant, forfeits her reputation 
as well as her innocence, and finds herfelf aban- 
don ed 

* By an intercepted letter from the fecreUry of the treafa* 
ry it appeared, that the friends of itvernment were to £* 
very a$ive io fupporting the minifterial aomination of Shc-- 
riff«, 



LETTERS J'* 

doned at laft to mifery and ihame.— — - Thus it 
happened with the beft of Princes. — Poor Ding- 
ley too ! — I proteft I hardly know which of them 
we ought moil to lament i — The unhappy man, 
who finks under the fenfe of his dailionour, or 
him who furvives it. Characters, fo finished, are 
placed beyond the reach of paneg7ric. Death 
has fixed his feal upon Dingley, and ycu, my 
Lord, have fet your mark upon thcother. 

The only letter I ever addrcfled to the King 
was fo unkindly received, that I believe I /hall 
neyer prefume to trouble his Mnjefty, in that 
way, again. /But my *eal for his fervice l is fu- 
perior to neglect, and like Mr. Wilkes's" pa- 
triotifm, thrives by perfecution. Yet his Majefty 
is much addicted to ufeful reading, and, if 1 am 
not ill-informed, has honoured the Public Adver- 
itfer with particular attention. I have endea- 
voured therefore, and not without iuccefs, (as 
perhaps you may remember) to furnifli it with 
fuch interefting and edifying intelligence, as pro- 
bably would not reach him through any other 
channel. The Cervices you have done the nation, 
-„ — your 'integrity in office, and (ignal fidelity to 
your approved good matter, have been faithfully 
recorded. Nor have his own virtues been entirely 
meglclSted Tiiefe letters, my Lord, are read m 

«ther 
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other countries and in other languages j and I 
think I may affirm without vanity, that the gra- 
cious character of the beft of Princes is by this 
time not only perfectly known to his fufeje£ts, 
but tolerably well underftood by the reft of Eu- 
rope. In this refpeft alone, I have the advantage 
of Mr. Whitehead. His plan, I think, is too 
narrow. He feems to manufacture his verfes for 
the fole ufe of the hero, who is fuppofed to be 
the fubjedt of them, and, that his meaning ma/ 
not be unlawfully exported in foreign bottoms, 
fets all tranflation at defiance. * 

Your Grace's re-appointment to a feat in the 
cabinet was announced to the public by the omi- 
nous return of Lord Bute to this country. When 
that noxious planet approaches England, he ne- 
ver fails to bring plague and peftilence along 
with him. The King already feels the malignant 
effect of your influence over his councils. Your 
[ former administration made Mr. Wilkes an Al- 
derman of London* and Reprefentative of Mid- 
dlefex. Your next appearance in office is marked 
with his election to the Shrievalty. In whatever 
meafure you are concerned, you are not only dis- 
appointed of fuccefi, but always contrive to make 
.the government of the beft of Princes contemp- 
tible in his own eyes, and ridiculous to the 

whole 
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whole world. Making all due allowance for the 
effeft of the miniver's declared interpofition, 
Mr. Robmfon's activity, and Mr. Home's new 
zeal in fupport of adminiftration, we. ftitl want 
the genius of the Duke of Grafton to account for 
committing the whole intereft of government in 
the city, to. the conduit of Mr. Harley. I will 
not bear hard upon your faithful friend and emit 
fary Mr. Touchet, for I know the difficulties of 
bis fituation, and that a few lottery tickets are of 
vfe to his eeconomy. There is a proved) con- 
cerning perfons in the predicament of this gen* 
tieman, which however cannot be ftri&ly applied 
to him. Tbey commence dupes, and finijb knaves, 
Now fyfr. Touchet's character is uniform. I am 
convinced that his fentiments never depended 
upon his circumftances, and that, in the inoft 
prosperous ftate of his fortune, he was always the 
very man he is at prefent.*-**But was there no 
other perfon of rank and confequertce in the city* 
whom government could confide in, but a noto- 
rious Jacobite i Did you imagine that the whole 
body of the Diflenters, that the whole Whig- 
intereft of London would -attend at the levee, and 
fubmit to the directions of a; notorious Jacobite } 
Was there no Whig-magiflfrate in the > city, t& 
whom the fervants of George the Third could 
.. Vol. IL I intruft 
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of his favour is fatal to the candidate, and that 
wheni the party he wifhes well to has the faireft 
$rofye& of fiiccefi, if his royal inclination ihould 
unfortunately he discovered, it drops like an acid, 
and turns the election. This event, among others* 
Mimj perhaps contribute to open his Majeftj'* eyes 
to his real honour andintereft. In fpite of all 
foyt Grace's ingenuity, he may at laft perceive 
4he inctenvemence of fele&ing, with fuch a cu- 
rious felicity, : every villain in the nation to fill 
the vartous departments of his government. Yet 
lihould be forry to confine him in the choice ei- 
ther of his footmen or his friends. 

JUNIUa 



LET- 
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LETTER Yl 



• *01* T«J REVEREND MR, HfcRfcE TO >*- 



SIR, July i3* i"77*- 

j?JRC E, Comedy and 1ragdy i ~-~Wi}kn+ F*ti* 9 
and Junius, united at the (time time againft one 
poor Parfon, are fearful odds. The two forme* 
are only labouring in their vocation* and may 
equally plead in excufe, that their arm is a live-" 
lihood. I admit the flea for thtjkctnd i Bis is an 
honeft calling, and my clothes wleite lawful game * 
but I cannot <fq readily approve Mr. Wilkes, or 
commend him for making Patriotism a trade, and 
a fraudulent trade. But what ihall I (ay to Junius 
the grave, the folemn* the dida&c i ridicule, in- 
deed, has been ridiculoufly. called the left of truth j 
but furely, to cotafek that you lofc your natural 
moderation when mention is made of the man, does 
not proratft much truth or juftice when you fpeak 
of him yourfeif. 

You charge me wi$ " a new tukl in fuppirt 
J? of Almmjlratitii? and with *\ tndr&vourt in 

« fupport 
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" fapp*** °f *b* miniperial nomination of Sheriffs" 
The reputation which your talents have defervedly 
gained to the fignature of Junius, draws from me 
a reply, which I difdained to give to the anony- 
mous lies of Mr. Wilkes. You make frequent trflfe 
of the word Gentleman ; I only call my felf a man, 
and defire no other diftin&ion : if you are either,, 
you are bound to make good your charges, or to 
confefs that you have done me a hafty injuftice 
upon no authority. 

I put the matter fairly to iflue. — I fay, that fa 
far from any " new zeal in fupport of Adrmniftra- 
€i ti$n" I am poflefTed with the utmoft abhorrence 
of their meafures $ and that I have ever fhewn 
myfeif, and am ftilt ready, in any rational manner, 
to lay down all I have— my life, in oppofition to 
thofe meafures. I fay, that I have not, and 
never have had any communication or connexion of 
any kind, directly or indi redly, with any courtier 
or minifteriaJ man, or any of their adherents : 
that I never have received, or foliated, or ex- 
pected, or defired, or do now hope for* any re- 
ward of any fort, from any* party or fet of men iti 
admtntftration or oppofition : I fay, that I never 
ufed any " endeavours in fupport tf the miniflerial 
ftominathn of Sheriffs:" Tfcat I did not folkit any 
one liveryman for his vote for any one of the 

can- 
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candidates; nor employ any other perfon to (bitch: 
and that 1 did not write one fingle line or word 
in favour of Meflr's. Plumbe and Kirkman, whom 
I underftand to have been fupported by the mi- 
niftry.-— 

You are bound to refute what I here advance, or 
$0 lofe your credit for veracity : you muft produce 
fads ; furmife and general abufe, in however ele- 
gant language, ought not to pafs for proofs. You 
have every advantage; and I have every difadvan- 
tage : you are unknown, I give my name : all par- 
ties, both in and out of adminiftration, have their 
reafons (which I /hall relate hereafter) for uniting 
in their wifties againft me : and the popular preju- 
dice is as ftrongly in your favour, as it is violent *- 
gal nil the Parfon. 

Singular as my prefent fituation is, it is neither 
painful, nor was it unforefeen. He is not fit for 
public bufinefs who does not even at his entrance 
prepare his mind for fuch an event. Health, for- 
tune, tranquility, and private connexions I have 
facrificed upon the altar of the Public ; and the 
only return I receive, becaufe I will not concur to 
dupe and miflead a fenfelefs multitude, is barely, 
that they have not yet torn me in pieces. That 
this has been the only return, is my pride ; and a 
Source of more real fatisfa&ion that honours or 

prof- 
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profperity. I c$n pra^tife before I *ai ©ld> the 
leiToos I loaned in wy youth ; nar ihall I ever 
forget tfe* word* of my ancient Monitor, 

" 'Tis the laft key-ftone 
" That makes tjie arch : the reft that there were 

" P . Ut? 
" Are nothipg till that comes to bind ^nd fhqt. * 

" Then ftands it a triumphal mark ! then men 

" Obferve the ftrength, the height, the why and 

" when 

u It was ereded $ and ftill walking under, 

•* Meet fQme new matter to look up and wonder P 

1 am, SIR, 

Your humble Servant, 
JOHNHORNE. 



LET. 
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LETTER VII. 

TO THE REVEREND. MR. HORNL 

$ I R> July 24, 1 771. 



cannot- defcend to an altercation- with you in 
the news-papers. But &nq§ I have attacked your 
character, and you complain of injuftice, I think 
you have fome right to an explanation.. You defy 
me to prove, that you- ever falicited a vote, or 
wrote a word in fupport of the miniflerial aldermen: 
Sir* I did never fufpect- you -of fuch.grofs folly. It 
would have been impoffible for Mr. Home to have 
falicited votes, and very -difficult to have written 
for the news-papers in defence of that caufe, with- 
out being detected and brought to fliame. Neither 
do I pretend to any- intelligence concerning you, 
or to know more of your conduct; than you yourftlf 
have thought proper to communicate to the public. 
Ii is from your own letters I conclude that you have. 
fold yourfelf to theminiftry: or, if that charge be 
too fevere, and fuppofing it poffible to be deceived • 
by appearances (b very frrongiy agairift you, whar 
are your friends to (ay in your defence ?'muft thejr 
not confefs that, to gratify your perfonat hatred to 
Mr. Wilkes, you {acriftced, as far as depended upon- 

V.oj,, IL K jwr 
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your intereft and abilities, the caufe of the country ? 
I can make allowance for the violence of the paf- 
fions, and if ever I fhould be convinced that you 
had no motive but to deftroy Wilkes, I mall then 
he ready to do juftice to your chara&er, and to 
declare to the world, that I defpife you foinewhat 
le.(s than Ldo at prefent. — But as a public man, 
I muft for ever condemn you. You cannot but 
know, — nay you dare not pretend to be ignorant, 
that the higheft gratification of which the naoft de- 
4eftable in this nation is, capable, would have 
been the defeat of Wilkes. I know that man much 
better than any of you. Nature intended him only 
for a good-humoured fool. A fyftematkal edaca* 
tion, with, long practice, has made him .a con fu in- 
mate hypocrite. Yet this man, to fay nothing of 
his worthy miniftcrs, you have moft afliduoufly Ja-* 
boured to gratify. To exclude Wilkes, k was not 
neceflary you Jhould folicit votes for his opponents* 
We incline the balance as effectually by leflening 
the weight in one fcaie, as by increasing it in the 
other. 

The mode of your attack upon Wilkes (though* 
lam far from thinking meanly of your abilities); 
convinces me, that you either want judgment ex- 
tremely, or that you are blinded by your refent* 
went. You ought to have forefeen, that the charges 

you 
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yon urged againft Wilkes could never do him any 
mifckief. After all, when we expected difeoveries 
highly interefling to the community, what upitHut 
detail did it end in !*— Some oW doaths,'— a Welch 
poney — a French footman, and a hamper of claret. 
Indeed Mr. Home, the public flwrold, and nvUi for- 
give him his claret and his footmen, and even thfc 
ambition of making his brother chamberlain of 
London, as long as he ftands forth againft a mini dry 
and patliament, who are doing evety thing they 
can to enflave the country, and as long as he is a 
Thorn in the King's fide. You will not firfpedfc me 
of fetting up fPtfos for a perfect character. 
The question to the public is, whfcre fliall we find 
a man, who, with purer principles, will go the 
lengths, and run the hazards that he has done? 
the feafon calls for fuch a man, and he ought to be ' 
fupported. What would have been the triumph of 
that odious hypocrite and his millions, if Wilkti 
had been defeated! It was not your fault, Reverend 
Sr, that he did not enjoy it compteatly. — But now 
1 pcomife you, you have fo little power to do mif- 
chief, that 1 much queftion whether the miniftiy 
will adhere to the promifes they have made you. 
It will be in vain to fay that I am a partisan of Mr. 
Wilkes, or perfonally your enemy. • You will con- 
vince no man, for you do not believe it yourfelf. 
K z Yet, 
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Yet, I eonfefs, lam a little offended at the low .rate,. 
it which you feem to value my underftanding. I 
beg, Mr. Home* you will hereafter believe that I 
meafure the integrity of men, by their conduit, 
not by their profeflions. Such tales may entertain 
Mr. Oliver or your grandmother, but truft me, they 
are. thrown away upon Junius. 

You fay you are a man. Was it generous, was it 
wanly, repeatedly to introduce into a news-paper, 
the name of a young lady, with wliom you muft 
heretofore have lived on terms of politenefk and 
good-humour?— -but I have done with you. In my 
opinion, your credit is irrecoverably ruined. Mr. 
*Eownjbend, 1 think is nearly in the fame predica- 
ment.— Poor Oliver has. been fliamefully duped by 
you. You have made him facrifice all the honour 
lie got by his imprifonment.— As for Mr. Sanvbridge, 
ivhofe character I really refpcft., lam aftonifhed he 
does not fee through your duplicity. Never waa 
fo bafe a defign Co poorly conduced.— This letter* 
you fee, is not intended for the public, but if you 
think it will do you any fervice, you are at liberty 
to publifliit. 

JUNIUS. 

• %* This letter wastrtnfmitted privately by the Printer to 
Mr. Home, agreeable to Junta*'* reqveft. Mr. Home return- 
ed it to the Printer, with dirc&ioat to publifli it. 

LET- 
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LETTER Vffl. 

FROM THE REVEREND MR. HORNE TO JtT- 
•. NIUS, 

SIR, July 31, 1771. 

! j[ OU have difappointed me, When I told you 
that furmife and general abufe, in however elegant 
language, ought not to pals for proofs, I evidently 
hinted at the reply which I expected : but you have 
dropped your ufuai elegance, and feem willing to 
try what will be the effect of furmife and general 
abufe in very coarfe language. Your anfwer to my 
letter (which I hope was cool,, temperate and 
modeft) has convinced me that my idea of a man 
is much fuperior to yours of a gentleman. Of your 
former letters I have always faid majeriamfuperabat 
opus : I do not think fo of the prefent * the prin- 
ciples are more deteftable than the expreflions are 
mean and illiberal. I am contented that all thofe 
who adopt the one ihould for ever load me with, 
the other. 

I appeal to the common -fenfe of the public, to 
which I have ever directed my felf: I believe they 
have it j though I am fometimes half-inclined to 

fufpea 



70 LETTERS. 

fufpeft that Mr. Wilkes has formed a truer judge- 
ment of mankind than I have. However, of this 
I am fure that there is nothing elfe upon which to 
place a Heady reliance. Trick, and low cunning* 
and addrefling their Prejudices and paflions, may be 
the fitteft means to carry a particular point ; but if 
they have not common fenfe, there is no proipeft 
of gaining for them any real permanent good. 
The fame paflions which have been artfully ufed 
by an boneft man for their advantage, may be 
more artfully employed by a diihoneft man for 
their deft motion. I defire them to apply their 
common fenfe to this letter of Junius, not for my 
fake, but their own ; it concerns them moil nearly, 
for the principles it contains lead to diigrace and 
ruin, and are inconfiftent with every notion of civil 
fociety. 

The charges which Junius has brought againfi 
me are made ridiculous by his own inconfiftency 
and felf-contradi&Lon. He charges me pofitively 
with " a new zeal in fupport of adminiftration ;*' 
and with " endeavours in fupport of the minifte- 
" rial nomination of Sheriffs." And he afligns 
two inconfiftent motives for my conducV. either 
that I have " fold myfelf to the miniftryV or am 
inftigated «« by the (blitary, vindictive malice of a 
** monk :" either that I am influenced by a fordid 

defire 
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defire of gain ; or am hurried on by " perfonal 
" batted and blinded by refentment^ In lis letter 
to the Duke of Grafton he fuppofes me actuated by 
both : in his letter to me he at nrft doubts which 
of the two> whether intereft, or revenge is my 
motive : however, at lad he determines fox tht 
former, and again pofitively aflerts that " the 
•• miniftry have made me promifes ;" yet he pro- 
duces no inftance of corruption, nor pretends to 
have any intelligence of a ministerial connexion i 
he mentions no caufe of perfonal hatred ta Mr* 
Wilkes, nor any reafon for my refentment, or re- 
venge ; nor has Mr. Wilkes himfelf ever hinted 
any, tho' repeatedly prefled* When Junius' is 
called upon to juftify his accu&tion, he anfwers, 
" 'he cannot defcend to an altercation with me 10 
" the news-papers." Junius, who txifts only in 
the tiews-papers, who acknowledges " be has* 
" attacked my eharafter" thtr* and. " thinks I 
" have fome right to an explanation? yet this 
Junius " cannot defcend to an altercation in the 
" news-papers!" and becaufe he cannot defcend> 
to an altercation with me in the news- papers, he 
fends a letter of abufe by the printer, /which he 
finifhes with telling m e ■ ■ » " I am at liberty to 
" pubtijh it." This to be Aire is a moft .excellent 
method to avoid an altercation in the news papers ! 

The 
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The Proofs of his pofitive charges are as extra* 
ordinary, " He does not- pretend to any intelli- 
u gence concerning me, or to know more of aiy 
**• conduct than 1 myfelf have thought proper to 
"- communicate to- the public* Ht does not 
fufpect me of fuch grofs folly as to have follicited 
votes or- to have written anonymoutfy in the newsr 
papers ; becaufe it is impoffible to do either of 
thefe without being, detected and' brought to. 
fliarae. Junius fays this ! ' Who yet imagines that 
he has himferf written two years under that figna- 
ture, (and more under others) without being de- 
tected ! — his warmeflr admirers wilt not hereafter 
add, without being brought to fltame^ But though' 
he did never fufpect' me of fuch grofs folly as to 
run the hazard "of being detected ' and brought to.; 
fhame by anonymous writing, he infills that I have 
been guilty of a much grofler folly- of incurring 
the certainty of /frame and detection by writings 
figned with 1 my name ! But this is a fmall flight 
for the towering Junius: u He is far from- 
" thinking meanly of my abilities," though he is 
" convinced that I want judgment extremely," , 
and can " really refpect Mr. Sawbrldge's cha- 

•«■ rafter," though he declares him* to be fo poor a. 

creature 

* I beg leave to introduce Mr. Home to the character* f 

the 
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mature u not to " fatfcrono^tb&baMdefigft 
** conducted in the pooreft manfcef P And this 
molt bafe defign k conduced in tile paeteft 
manner, by a man whom he does not fufpelt of 
grefc folly, and of whofe abilities he is pah from 
thinking meanly! 

BhotAd we aft Junius to reconcile thefe contra- 
dictions, and explain this nonfenfe ; the *nfwer 
is ready j " be cannot defcend to an altercation 
" in the news-paper*" He feel* no reluaance to 
attack the character of any man : the throne k 
not too high, nor the cottage too low : hts mighty 
malice can grafp both extremes : he hints not his 
Vol. II. L ac- 

the Double Dealer. I thought they had been better ac- 
quainted.—" Another very wrong objection has been made 
" byfocne, wflo have not taken lerfure to diftingmfh thecha- 
44 ra£ers. The hero of the play (meaning Mellefont) h a 
" gull, and made a fool, and cheated. — Is every man a gull 
" and a fool that is deceived ?— At that rate, I am afraid the 
** two claflesof men will be reduced to one, and the knaves 
•• tbemfefot be at a loft to joftify their title. But if an 
44 ajen, keiteft.heaned man* *ho has an entire confidence 
«' in one, whom he takes to be his friend, and who (to 
"confirm him in his opinion) in all appearance and upon 
«* fever** trials has been fo ; if this man be deceived by 
" the treachery of the other, mult he of n*ceffity commence 
44 fool iicmediateJy, only becaufe die other has proved a 
44 villain r— Yes, fays parfon Home. No, faya Congreve, 
and he, I thhrk, it aHowed to have known fomething of hu- 
mta nature. 
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accusations -as ffuiwi, conjedure, or inference ; but 
delivers them as pofitwe offer tiont : Do the accufed 
complain of injustice ? He acknowledges they have 
fome fort of right to an explanation * but if they 
afk for proofs and fads, he begs to be excufed: and 
though he is no where elfe to be encountered — 
*' he cannot defcend tb an altercation in the news- 
" papers." 

And this perhaps Junius may think u the liberal 
refentment of a gentleman : this fkulking aflaffination 
he may call courage. In all things as in this I 
hope we differ: 

" I thought that fortitude had been, a mean 
" 'Twixt fear and ramnefs ; not a luft obfcene 
€< Or appetite of offending i but a (kill 
" And nice difcernment between good and ill* 
" Her ends are honefty and public good, 
" And without thefe fhe is not underftood.*' 

Of two things however he has condescended to 
give proof. He very properly produces & young 
lady to prove that I am not a man ; and a good old 
woman, my grand-mother, to prove Mr. Oliver a 
. fool. Poor old foul ! flie read her Bible far other- 
wife than Junius ! fhe often found there, that the 
fins of the fathers had been vifited on the children j 

and 
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and therefore was cautious that herfelf and her 
immediate defendants mould leave no reproach 
on her pofterity : and they left none: how little 
could me forfee the reverfe of Junius, who vifits 
my political fins upon my grandmother / I do .not 
charge this to the fcore of malice in him, it 
proceeded intirely from his propehfity to blunder $ 
that whilft he was reproaching ine for introducing 
in the moft harmlefs manner, the name of one fe? 
male, he might himfelf at the fame inftant, intro- 
duce /iuo. 

I am represented alternately as it fuits Junius'* 
purpofe, under the oppofite characters of * gloomy 
Monk, and a man of politenefs and good humour. 
I am called " afoUtary Monk? in order to confirm 
the notion given of me in Mr. Wilkes's anonymous 
paragraphs, that I never laugh : and the terms' of 
potitenefs and good humour on which I am faid to 
have lived heretofore with the young lady y are in- 
tended to confirm other paragraphs of Mr. Wilkes, 
in which he is fuppofed to have offended me by 
refufing bis daughter. Ridiculous t Yet I cannot 
tleny but that Junius has proved me unmanly and 
ungenerous as clearly as he has ihewn me corrupt 
and vindi&ive : and I will tell him more ; I have 
paid the prefent Miniftrf as many vifits, and com- 
pliments as ever I paid to the young lady, and /hall all 
L 2 my 
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my life treat them with the fsme polkenefs end good 
buthsur. 

But Junius " begs me to believe that he mea» 
" fares the integrity of men by their eondu&> 
" not by their profeffions." Sure this Junius muft 
imagine his readers as void of underftanding as 
he k of modefty. Where {ball we find the 
Standard of his integrity ! by what are we to 
xneafure the cendud of this lurking afiaffin ? ■ » ■ 
And he fays this to me, whofe conduct wherever 
I could perfonally appear, has been as direft and 
open and public as my words ? I have not, like 
J»im» concealed myfelf in my chamber to {hoot my 
a* rows out of the window ; nor contented rayfelf 
t» view the battle front afar* but publicly mixed 
in jJb» engagement, and fhared the danger. Tp 
whom have I, like him, refufed my name upon 
complaint of injury ? what printer have I defired 
to conceal me ? in the infinite variety of bufinefs 
I have been concerned, where it is not fo eafy to 
ha faultiefs, which of my aftions can he arraign jt 
to what danger has any man been expo&d, which 
I have not faced ? information* a3im> imprifen- 
tnent, or dtafb ? what labour have 1 refufed ? what 
expence have I declined ? what pleafure have J 

not renounced ? But Junius, to *wbm no con- 

du® MongSy «« meafures the integrity of men by 

" their 
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" timrcmtitufi, not by their profeffiuas i" himfelf 
ail the while being noting but proftffions, and 
thofe too mtpnymous ! the political ignorance or 
mJJfai faUhood of this decUdmer is extreme : hit 
own former letters juftify both my conduct and 
thofe whom his hft letter abufe* : for the public 
meaiures which Junius has been ail along defend- 
ing were ours, whom he attacks ; and the uniform 
oppofer of thole meafures has been Mr. Wilkes, 
whofe bad a&ions and intentions he endeavours to 
fcreen. 

Let Junius now, if he plcafes, change his 
abufe ; and quitting his loofe hold of intereft and 
revenge, accufe me of vanity* and call this de- 
fence boafting. I own I have a pride to fee fta- 
tutes decreed, and the higheft honours conferred 
for meafures and a&ions which all men have ap- 
proved : whilft thofe who counfelled and caufed 
them are execreated and infulted. The darkneis 
in which Junius thinks himfelf ihrouded, has 
not concealed him ; nor the artifice of only at- 
tacking under that fignature thofe he would pull 
down (whilft he recommends by other ways thofe he 
would have promoted) difguifed from me whofe 
partizan he is. When Lord Chatham can for- 
give the aukward fituatjon in which, for the fake 
of the public he was. defignedly placed by the 

thanks 
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thanks to him from the city : and when Wilhs\ 
name ceafes to be neceflary to Lord Rockingham 
to keep up a clamour againft the perfons of the 
miniftry, without obliging the different factions 
now in cppofitton to bind themfdves beforehand 
to fome certain points, and to ftipulate fome pre- 
cife advantages to the public ; then, and not till 
then, may thofe whom he now abufes expedfc the 
approbation of Junius. The approbation of the 
public for our faithful attention to their intereft 
by endeavours for thofe ftipulations, which have 
made us as obnoxious to the factions in oppofttion 
as to thofe in adminfftration, is not perhaps to be 
expeeled till fomc years hence ; when the public 
will look back and fee how fhamefully they have 
been deluded ; and by what arts they were made 
to lofe the golden opportunity of preventing what 
they will furely experience, — a change of mini- 
fters, without a material change of mealures, 
arid without any fecurity for a tottering conftitu- 
tion* 

But what cares Junius for the fecurity of the 
conftitution ? he has now unfolded to us his dia- 
bolical principles. As a public man be tnufi ever 
condemn any meafure which may tend accidentally 
to gratify the Sovereign : and Mr. Wilkes is to 
be fupported and affifted in all his attempts (no 

matter 
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matter how ridiculous and mifchievous his projects) 
at long as be continues to be a thorn in tbe King's 
fide I The caufe of tbe country it feems, in the opi- 
nion of Junius, is merely to vex the King ; and 
any rafcal is to be fapported in any roguery, pro- 
vided he can Only thereby plant a thorn in tbe 
&*£* fide I — This is the very extremity of 
fa&ion, and the laft degree of political . wicked- 
nets. Becaufe Lord Chatham has been ill-treated 
by the King and treacheroufly betrayed by the 
Duke of Grafton, the latter is to be " the pillow 
" on which Junius will reft his refentment;" and 
the public are to oppofe the meafures of govern- 
ment from mere motives of perfonal enmity to the 
Sovereign ! — Thefe are the avowed principles of 
the man who in the fame letter fays, " if ever he 
" fliould be convinced that I had no motive but 
" to deftroy Wilkes, he fliall then be ready to do 
" juftice to my character, and to declare to the 
" world that he deCpifes me fomewhat lefs than 
'* he does at prelent !" Had I ever acted from 
peribnal affection or enmity to Mr. Wilkes, I 
fliould juftly be defpifed : But what does he de- 
ferve whofe avowed motive is perfonal enmity 
to the Sovereign ; the contempt which I mould 
otherwife feel for the abfurdity and glaring in- 
confiftency of Junius, is here fwallowed up in my 

ab- 
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abhorrence of h« principle* The rigbi divin* 
and facrtdmft of Kings is to me a fenrfekefs jacgoo. 
It was thought a daring expreffion of CHwcr 
Cromwell in eke time of Charles the Firft, that 
if he found himftlf placed efpefite to the King 
in battle, he would difcharge his piece into his 
bofom as foot* as into any ether man's. I go 
further: had I lived hi tbofc days, I would not 
hare waited for chance to give me an op- 
portunity of doing my duty * I would have fought 
bim through the ranks, and without the leaft per- 
fonal enmity, have difcharged my piece into, his 
bofom rmhtt than into any other man's* The 
King, wkofe anions juftify rebellion to* his govem* 
meiw, deferves death from the hand of every fub- 
je&. And ArouM foch a time arrive, I ifaat! be as 
free to acl as to fay. But tiff then, myattachment 
to the perfon and family of the Sovereign mall 
ever be found moi«e nealbu* and fincere thrfh that 
of hrs flatterers, I would offend the Sovereign 
with as mucb rtlu&ance as the parent y but if the 
happineis and fecurity of the whole family made it 
nece&ary, fo far and no farther, I would offend 
him without rcmorfe. 

But let us confider a tittle whither thefe prhi- 
ciiptes of Junius would lead us. ShoukL Mr . Wilkes 
once more comraiffion Mr. Thomas Walpole 

to 
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to procure for him a penfion of one tboufand 
founds upon the Irifli eftabUihment for thirty 
years'; he muft be fupported in the demand 
by the poblfe— tocaufe it would mortify the King. 
• Should he wifli to fee Lord Rockingham and 
his friends once more in adminiftration, umlogged 
by any fiipulation* for the people, that he might 
again enjoy a penfion of one tboufand and forty 
pounds a year, viz. From the Firfi Lord of the 
Treajur} $60 U 'From the Lords of tbe Treafury 
60 1. each: From the Lords of Trade 40 1. each. 
fcc; The public' muft 'give up their attention to 
points of national benefit, and aflift Mr. Wilkes 
in his attempt— — becaufe it would mortify the 
King. 

Should he demand the Government of Canada or 
of Jamaita, ; or the embaffy to Conflanlinople ; and 
in cafe of refufal ^threaten to write them down, as 
he had before (ferVed another adminiftration, in a 
year and *a half; tie muft be fupported in his pre- 
tenfions, "and upheld in his infolence— becaufe it 
would mortify the King. 

Junius may chufe to fuppofe that thefe things 
cannot 'happen ? But that they have happened, 
Tiotwithftandihg Mr. Wilkes's denial, I do aver. 
I maintain that • Mr. Wilkes did commiflion Mr. 
*Hmae fVatphk to folicit for him a penfion of 
Vol. II. M one 
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cm ibwfand pounds on the Irijb EfttibliJhmea* far 
thirty years ; with which and a pardon he de- 
dared he would be fatisfied* and that not* 
withstanding his letter to Mr. Qaflftw* he did 
accept a ckudeftine, preeariw land «leewofj*arj 
penfion from the Rockingham admiaiftrauofl | 
which they paid in proportion to and out of 
their faiaries i and Jo entirely was it minifterial* 
that as any of them went out of the miniftty* 
their names were fcratched out of the lift* and 
they contributed no longer. I %> he did fo~ 
licit the government and the. embaifyi and 
threatened their refufal nearly in theie^ words;-*- 
" It coft me a year and a half to. write down 
" the laft adminiftration, fliould I employ as 
" much time upon you, very few of you would 
" be in at the" death." When, thefe, threats 
did not prevail, he came over tch England to. 
cmbarrafs them by his prefence. ) ; and wfcen he 
found that Lord Rockingham was fomething 
firmer and more manly than he expected* and re- 
fufed to be bullied — — into what he could not 
perform, Mr. Wilkes declared that he could not 
leave England without money t and the Duke of 
Portland and Lord ^Rockingham purchafed his 
abfence with one hundred ptond* a-piece ; with 
which he returned to Paris. And for the truth 

of 
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of what I here advance, I appeal to the Duke of 
Portland, to Lord Rockingham, to Wd John 
Cavendifh, to Mr. Walpole, &c— — I appeal to 
the hand-writing of Mr. Wilkes, which is ftill ex- 
tant. 

Should Mr. Wilkes afterwards (failing in his 
wholesale trade) chufe to dole out bis popularity by 
the pound, and espofc the city-offices to (ale to his 
brother, bis attorney, &c. Junius will tell us, it is 
only an ambition that he has to make them cbam- 
berlain, ttwn-ckrk, &c. and he muft not be oppo&d 
in thus robbing the Ancient citizens of their birth- 
right— — becaufe *oy defea* of Mr. Wilkes would 
gratify the King. 

Should he, after confuming the whole of his 
own fortune and that of his wife, and incurring 
a debt of fwtnty tfoufand pounds merely by his 
own private extravagance, without a fingle fer- 
vice or 'exertion all this time for the public whiift 
his efUte remained j fhould he, at length, being 
undone, commence Patriot, have the good for- 
tune to be illegally perfecuted, and in confede- 
ration of that illegality be efpoufed by a few 
gentlemen of the pureft public principles ; ihould 
his debts, (though none of them were contracted 
for the public) and all his other incumbrances 
be discharged * ihould he be offered 600 I or 
M % 1000 1. 
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1000 1. a year, to make him independent for the 
future i and fhould he, after all, inftead of gra- 
titude for thefe fervices, infolentfy forbid his 
benefactors to beftow their own money upon any 
other object but himfelf, and revile them for fet- 
ting any bounds to their fupplies ; Junius (who, 
any more than Lord Chatham, never contributed 
one farthing to thefe enormous e^xpences) will 
tell them, that if they think of converting the 
fupplies of Mr. Wilkes*s private extravagance 
to the fupport of public meafures " they are as 
great fools as my grandmother * and that Mr. Wilkes 
ought to hold the firings of their purfes— — 
as long as he continues to be a thorn in the Kings 

fide! ' l 

Upon thefe principles I never have acled, and 
I never will a&. In my opinion, it is lefs disho- 
nourable to be the creature of a court fchan the 
tool of a faction. I will not be either, I under- 
fland the two gfeat leaders of oppofition to be 
Lord Rockingham and Lord Chatham i under 
one of whofe banners all - the oppofing members 
of both Houfes, who defire to get places, enlift. 
I can place no confidence in either of them, or 
in any others, unlets they will now engage, 
whilft they are out, to grant certain efTential ad- 
vantages for the fecurity of the public when they 

ihiil 
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fhall be in adminiftxation. Thefe points they 
refufe to ftipulate, becaufe they are fearful left 
they fhould prevent any future overtures from 
the court. To force them to thefe ftipulations 
has been the uniform endeavour of Mr. Saw- 
bridge, M*. Townfend, Mr. Oliver, &c. and 
therefore, they are abufed by Junius. I 
know no rtafon but my zeal and induftry in the 
fame caufe that fliauld in title me to the honour of 
being ranked by his abufe with perfons of 
their fortune and ftation. It is a duty I owe to> 
the memory of the late Mr. Beckford to fay 
that he had no other aim than this when he pro* 
vided that fumptuous entertainment at the Man* 
fion-Houfe for the Members of both Houfes in 
oppofition. At that time he drew up the heads 
of an engagement, which he gave to me with a 
requeft that I would couch it in terms fo cautious 
and precife, as to leave no room for future quib- 
ble, and evafion, but to oblige them either to 
fulfil the intent of the obligation, or to fign 
their own infamy, and leave it on record ; and 
this engagement he was determined to. propofe 
to them at the Manfion-houfe, that either by 
their refufal they might forfeit the confidence pf 
the public, or by the engagement lay a founda- 
tion 
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tion for confidence. When they were informed 
of the intention, Lord Rockingham and hit 
friends flatly refiifed any engagement * and Mr; 
Beckford as flatly fwore, they ihould then— 
<< eat none of his broth ;" and he was determined 
to put off the entertainment : But Mr. Beckford 

was prevailed upon by to indulge them in the 

ridiculous parade of a popular proceflion through 
the city, and to give them the foolifh pleafurc 
of an imaginary confequence for the real benefit 
*nly of the cooks and purveyors. 

It was the fame motive, which dictated the 
thanks of the City to Lord Chatham, which 
were expreffed to be given for his declaration ia 
favour of Jbort parliaments, in order thereby to 
fix Lord Chatham at lead to that one constitution- 
al remedy* without which all others can afford 
no fecurity. The embarraffment no doubt was 
Cruel. He had his choice either to offend the 
Rockingham part/ who declared formally againft 
fhort parliaments, and with the afliftancc of 
whofe numbers in both Houfes he muft expeft 
again to be minifter, or to give up the confi- 
dence of the public, from whom finally all real 
confequence muft proceed, Lord Chatham chofe 
the latter, and I will venture to fay, that by 

his. 
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his smfwer to thofe thanks he has given up the 
people without gaining the friend/hip or cordial 
afliftance of the Rockingham fadton, whoie little 
politics are confined to the making of matches, and 
extending their family connexions, and who think 
thejr gain more by procuring one additional vote 
to their party in the Houfe of Commons, than 
by adding their languid property and feeble 
character to the abilities of a Chatham, or the con- 
fidence of a Public. 

Whatever may be the event of the prefent 
wretched date of politics in this country, the 
principles of Junius will fuit no form of govern- 
ment. They are not to be tolerated under any 
conftitution. Perfonal enmity is a motive fit on- 
ly for the devil. Whoever or whatever is Sove- 
reign, demands the refpeft and fupport of the 
people. The union is formed for their happi- 
nefi, which cannot be had without mutual re- 
ipedt s and he counfels malicioufly who would 
perfuade either to a wanton breach of it. When 
it is banifhed by either party, and when every 
method has been tried in vain to reftore it, there 
is no remedy but a divorce : But even then he 
snuft have a hard and wicked heart indeed who 

puniflies the greateft criminal merely for the fidte 

of 
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of the puniihment, and who does not let fall a 
tear for every drop of blood that is Hied in a pub- 
ljc ftruggle, however juft the quarrel. 

JOHNHORNE. 
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LETTER IX. 



AD»*E»SED TO THE HUNTER Of THi 

ruBHc AnvpR.Tr«i.R. 



I 



SI R* Aug. t5, 1771. 



OUGHT to make an apology to the Duke of 
Grafton, for .fuffering *ny part of my attention 
to be diverted from his Grace to Mr. Home. I 
am not juftified by the . fimilarity of their difpo- 
fitions. Private vices, howevex deteftable, have 
not dignity fufficient to attraft the cenfure of the 
prefi* unlefi they are united -with the power of 
doing feme fignal mifchief to the community, r— 
Mr. Home's (ituation does not correfpond with 
his intentions.— Jn my own opinion, (which L 
know,, will be attributed to my ufual vanity and 
preemption) his Jitter to me does not deierve an 
anfwer* But I underhand that the public are. 
not fatisfied with my filence h that an anfwer 
is expected from me * and that if I perfift in 
refufjng to plead; it will be taken for. convictions 
1 jhould be inconiiftcnt with the principles I pro- 
Vol. II N ftfi,. 
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fefc, if I declined an appeal to the good fenfe of 
the people, or did not willingly fubmit myfelf 
{o the judgment of my peers. 

If any ccarfe expreffions have efcaped me, I 
am ready to agree that, they are unfit for Junius 
to make ufe of, but I fee no reajfbn to admit that 
that they have been improperly applied. 

Mr. Home, it feems, is unable to compre- 
hend how an- extreme want of conduit and indif- 
cretion can confift with the abilities I have allow- 
ed him i nor can he conceive that a very honed 
man, with a very good underftanding, may 
be deceived b£ a knave. His knowledge of hu- 
man nature muft be limited indeed. Had he 
never mixed with the world, one would think 
t-hat even his books might have taught him bet- 
ter. Did he hear lord Mansfield, when he de- 
fended his doctrine concerning libels ?•— Or when 
he ftated the kw in profecutions for criminal 
converfation ?-*-rOr when he delivered his rea- 
fons for calling the Houfe of Lords together \m' 
receive a copy of his charge to the jury in Wood- 
fell's trial p-r-Had he. been pre fen t upon any of 
thefe occafion?, he would have feen how poflible 
it is for a man of the firft talents, to confound 
himfelf in abfurdities, which would difgrace the 
^ips of an iojeot. Perhaps the. example might 

kaYQ 
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have taught him not to value his owriurider- 
flanding fo highly.—* — Lord Littleton's integrity 
and judgment are unqueftionable |-— yet he is 
known to admire that cunning Scotchman, and 
verily believes him an honeft man.-— I Jpeak to 
facts, with which all of us are converfant — I 
{peak to men and to their experience, and will 
not defcend to anfwer the little fneering fophif- 
tries of a collegian. — Diftinguiihed talents are 
not neceflarily connected with difcretion. If 
there be any thing remarkable in the character 
of Mr. Home, it is that extreme want of judg- 
ment ihould be united with his very moderate 
capacity. Yet I have not forgotten the acknow- 
ledgment I made him. He owes it to my boun- 
ty ; and though his letter has lowered him in my 
opinion, I fcorn to retract the charitable dona- 
tion. 

I faid it would be very difficult for Mr. Home 
to write directly in defence of a minifterial mea- 
fure, and not to be detected ; and even that diffi-. 
cuity. I confined to bis particular Situation. He 
changes the terms of the proposition, and fup- 
poies me to aflert, that it would be impojjible for 
any man to write for the news-papers and not be 
difcovered. 

He repeatedly affirms, Or intimates at leaft, 
N 2 that 
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that he knows the atfthot of tfcefe lettm.-*— 
With what colour of truth then can he pretend 
that lam no where to be encountered but in a news- 
paper ?— I fltaill leave him 1 to his fufpicions. It is 
not neceflkry .that I fliould confide in the honour 
of discretion of a man, who already feems to 
Bate me with as much rancour, as if J had for- 
merly been his friend.— But he afferts that he 
has traced me thro 9 a variety of fignatures. To 
snake the difcovery of any importance to his pur- 
pofe, he fliould have proved, either that the 
fictitious chant&er of Junius has not been con- 
fidently fupported, or that the author has main- 
Wined different principles under different figna- 
tures.— I cannot recall to my memory the num- 
berlefs trifles I have written j— -but 1 rely upon 
the confeioufnefs of my own integrity, and defy 
hira to fix any colourable charge of inconfiftency 
upon me. 

I am not bound to affign the fecret motives of 
his] apparent hatred of Mr. Wilkes : nor does 
it follow that I may not judge fairly of bis con* 
du6t, tho* it were true that I bad no condud of my 
•*«».— Mr. Home enlarges, with rapture, upon 
the importance of his fervices ;— the dreadful 
battles which he might have been engaged in, 
and the dangers he has cfcapcd.*-In fopport of 

the 
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the fomirdable defcription, he quotes verfc* 
without mercy. The Gentleman deals in fi&ion, 
and naturally appeals to the evidence of the 
poets.— Taking him at his word he cannot hut 
admit the fiiperiority of Mr. Wilkes in this line 
of his fcrvice. On one fide we fee nothing hut ima- 
ginaiy diftreffea. On .the other we fee real pro* 
iecutions » — real penalties ; — • real imprifon- 
mentj— -life repeatedly hazarded * and, at one 
moment, almoft the certainty of death. Thanks 
are undoubtedly due to every man who does 
his duty in the engagement * but it is the woun- 
ded foidier who deferves the reward. 

1 did not mean to deny that Mr. Horne had 
been an a&ive partisan. It would defeat my own 
purpofe not to allow him a degree of merit, 
which aggravates his guilt. The very charges/ 
€$ntributing bit utmft efforts to fupport a mnifierial 
mtafurty implies an acknowledgment of his for- 
mer Cervices. If he had not once been diftin- 
guiihed by his apparent zeal in defence of the 
common caufe, he could not now be diftinguifhed 
by deferting it.— As for myfelf, it is no longer 
a queftion wbetber 1 jbatl. mix with tbe tbrong, 
and take a /ingle Jbare in the danger. Whenever 
yum'*** appears, he muft encounter a hoft of ene- 
mies. But is there jm> honourable way to ferve 

the 
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the public, without engaging in perfortal quar- 
rels with infignificant individuals, or fobmitting 
to the drudgery of canvafling votes for an elec- 
tion ? Is there no merit in dedicating my life to 
the information of my fellow-fubje&s t — What 
public queftion have 1 declined, what villain have 
I (pared? — Is there no labour in the compofi* 
tion of ihefe letters I Mr. Home, I fear, is 
partial to me, and meafures the facility of ut 
writings, by the fluency of his own. 
' He talks to us> in high terms, of the gallant 
feats he would have performed) if he had lived 
in the laft century. The unhappy Charles could 
hardly have efcaped him. But living princes 
have a claim to his attachment and refpeft* 
Upon thefe terms, there is no danger in being a 
patriot. But if he means any thing more than a 
pompous rhapfody, let us try how well his argu- 
ment holds together.—- 1 prefume he is not yet 
fo much a courtier as to affirm that the conftitu- 
tion has not been grofsly and daringly violated 
under the prefent reign. He will not fay, that 
the laws have not been ihamefully broken or per* 
verted ; — that the rights of the fubjeft have not 
been invaded, or that redrefs has not been repeat- 
edly folicited and refufed.— Grievances like 
thofe were the foundation of the rebellion in the 

laft 
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laft century, and if I undcrftand Mr. Home, they 
would, at that period, have juftifitd him to his own 
mind, in deliberately attacking the life of his So- 
vereign, h fball not aft him to what political con- 
stitution this doctrine can be reconciled. But, at 
leaft, it is incumbent upon, him to fliew, that the 
prefent King has better excufes, than Charles 
the Firft, for the errors of his government. He 
ought to demonftrate to us that the conftitution 
was better underftood a hundred years ago than 
it is at prefent ;«*~that the legal rights of the 
Jubjecl, and the limits of the prerogative were 
more accurately defined, and more clearly com- 
prehended. If proportions like thefe cannot 
be fairly maintained, I do not fee how he can re- 
concile it to his confcience, not to act immedi- 
ately with the fame freedom with which hefpeaks. 
I reverence the character of Charles the Firft' as 
little as Mr. Home * but I will not infult the 
memory of his misfortunes, by a comparison that 
would degrade him. 

It is worth obferving, by what gentle degrees, 
$he furious, perfecuting zeal of* Mr,. Home has 
foftened into moderation. Meaand meafures were 
yefterday his objeft. What pains did- he once 
tajce to bring that great ftate criminal Macquirk 
to execution!— rTo day he confines himfelf to 

meafures 
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meafures only.— No penal example is to be left 
to the fucceffors of the Duke of Grafton.— To 
morrow, 1 prefume both men and meafures win* 
be forgiven. The flaming patriot* who fo lately 
fcorched us in the meridian, finks temperately to- 
the weft, and is hardly felt as he defcends. 

I comprehend the policy of endeavouring to» 
communicate to Mr. Oliver and Mr. Sawbridge* 
a ihare in the reproaches, with which he fuppo- 
fes me to have loaded him. My memory fails, 
me, if I mentioned their names with difiefpeft i 
•— unlefs it be reproachful to acknowledge a (ul- 
cere refpeft for the character of Mr. Sawbridgc 
and not to have queftioned the innocence of Mr* 
Oliver's intentions. 

It feems I am a partisan of the great leader of 
the oppofuion. If the charge had been a. re* 
proach, it fhould have been better fupported. 
I did not intend to make a public declaration of 
the refpeQ I bea* Lord Chatham. I well knew 
what unworthy conclufions would be drawn from- 
it. But I am called upon to deliver my opinion,, 
and fure it is not in the little cenfure of Mr. 
Home to deter me from doing ftgnal juftice to a- 
man, who, I confefs, has grown upon my efteem. 
As for the common, fordid views of avarice, or 
any purpofe of vulgar ambition, I queftion whe- 
^~* the* 
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thcr the applaufe of Junius would be of fervice 
to lord Chatham. My vote will hardly recom* 
mend htm to anincreafe of his penfion, or to a 
feat in the cabinet. But if his ambition be upon 
a level with his underftanding ;*— if he judges of 
what is truly honourable for himfelf, with the 
fame fuperior genius, which animates and directs 
him, to eloquence in debate, to wifdom in de- 
cision, even the pen of Junius fhall contribute 
to reward him. Recorded honours fhall gather 
round his monumen t, and thicken over him. It 
is a folid fabric, and will fupport the laurels that 
adorn it.^-I am not converfaftt in the language 

of panegyric- Thefe praifes are extorted from 

me j but, they will wear well, for they have been 
dearly earned. 

My deteftation of the Duke of Grafton U not 
founded upon his treachery to any individual : 
though I am willing enough to fuppofe that, in 
public affairs, it would be impofliblc to defert or 
betray lord Chatham, without doing an effential 
injury to, this country. My abhorrence of the 
Duke arifts from an ultimate knowledge of his 
character, and from a thorough convi&ion, that 
his ba&nef* has-been *he<aufe of greater mifchief 
to England* that evert the unfortunate ambitio* 
of Lord Bute, 

Vol. n. O The 
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The fliortening the duration of parliaments is 
« fubjedt, on which Mr. Home cannot enlarge 
too warmly t nor will I queftion his Grrcerity. 
If I did not profefs the fame fentiraents, I fhould 
be lhamefully inconfiftent with myfeif. It is un- 
neceflary to bind lord Chatham by the written 
formality of an engagement. He has publicly 
declared himfelf a convert to Triennial Parlia- 
ments ; and tho' I have long been convinced that 
this is the only poflible refource we have left to 
preferve the fubftantial freedom of the conftitu- 
tion, I do not think we have a right to determine 
againft the integrity of Lord Rockingham or his 
friends. Other meafures may undoubtedly be 
fupported in argument, as better adapted to the 
di (order, or more likely to be obtained. 

Mr. Home is well allured that I never was 
the champion of Mr. Wilkes. But, tho' I am 
not obliged to anfwer for the firmnefs of his 
future adherence to the principles he , profefTes, I 
have no reafon to prefume that he will hereafter 
difgrace them. As for all thofe imaginary cafes, 
which Mr. Home fo petulantly urges againft me, 
I have one plain, ho n eft anfwer to make to him. — 
Whenever Mr. Wilkes ihall be convided of foli- 
citing a penfion, an embafly, or a government, he 
rauft depart from that fituation, and renounce 

that 
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that chara&er, which he aflumes at prefent, and 
which, in my opinion, intitle him to the fupport 
of the public. 8/ the fame act, and at the fame 
moment, he will forfeit his power of mortifying 
the King ; and tho* he can never be a favourite 
at St. James's, his bafenefi may adminifter a fo- 
lid fatisfa&ion to the royal mind. The man, I 
fpeak of, has not a heart to feci for the frailties 
of his fellow-creatures. It is their virtues that 
afflift, it is their vices that confole them. 

I give every poflible advantage to Mr. Home, 
when I take the falls he refers to for granted. 
That they are the produce of his invention, feems 
highly probable $ that they are exaggerated, I 
have no doubt. At the worft, what do they 
amount to, but that Mr. Wilkes, who never was 
thought of as a perfedt pattern of morality, has 
not been at all times proof againft the extremity 
of diflrefs. How fhameful is it, in a mall who 
has lived m friend fliip with him, to reproach him 
with failings, too naturally connected with defpair! 
Is no allowance to be made for banifhment and 
ruin ? Does a two years imprifonment make no 
atonement for his crimes ?— • -The refentment of a 
prieft is implacable. No fufferings can foften, 
no penitence can appeafe him.— Yet he himfelf, 
I think, upon hh own fyftem, has a multitude 
O * # of 
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of political offences to atone for. I will not infift 
upon the naufeous detail, which he fo long 
difgufted the puhlic He feems to be afbaraed of 
it. But what excufe will he make to the friends, 
of the conftitution for labouring to promote /to 
confummatcly bad man to a flat ion of the higheft 
national truft and importance ? Upon what ho- 
nourable motives did he recommend him to the 
livery of London for their reprefentative ? — to 
the ward of Farringdon for their Alderman ; — to 
the county of Middlefex for their Knight I Will 
he affirm that at that time, he was ignorant of 
Mr. Wilkes's felicitations to the miniftry ?— — 
That he fhould fay fo, is indeed very neceflary 
for his own juftification, but where will he find 
credulity to believe him. 

In what fchool this gentleman got his ethics 
I know not. His hgic feems to have been ftudied 
under Mr: Dyfon. That miferable pamphleteer* 
by dividing the only precedent in point, and ta- 
king as much of it as fuited his purpofe, had 
reduced his argument upon the Middlefex election 
to fomething like the ihape of a fyllogifm. Mr. 
Home has conducted himfelf with fomething like 
the fame ingenuity and candour. I had affirmed 
that Mr. Wilkes would preferve the public fa- 
vour " as long as he flood forth againft a mi- 
• «« niftry 
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*' niftry and parliament, who were doing every 
" thing they could to enflave the country, andi& 
u long as he was a thorn in the King's lide." 
Yet, from the exulting triumph of Mr. Home's 
reply, one would think that I had refted my ex-» 
peculation, that Mr. Wilkes would be fupported 
fay the public, upon the tingle condition of his 
mortifying the King. This may be logic at Cam-* 
bridge or at the Treafury, but among men of 
fenfe and honour, it is folly or villainy in the ex-* 
treme. 

I fee the pitiful advantage he has taken of a 
tingle unguarded expreffion, fn a letter not intent 
ded for the public. Yet it is only the expreffion 
that is unguarded. I adhere to the true meaning 
of that member of the fentence, taken feperately 
as he takes it, and now, upon the coolcft dclibe-r 
ration, re-agert that, for the purpofes I referred 
to, it may be highly meritorious to the public, 
to wound the perfonal feelings of the Sovereign. 
It is not a general proportion, nor is it generally 
applied to the chief magi ft rate of this, or any 
other conftitution. Mr. Horne knows as well as 
I do, that the beft of Princes is not difpleafed with 
the abufe, which he fees thrown upon his often- 
fible minifters. It makes them, I prefume, more 
properly the objects of his royal compaffion *-^ 

neither 
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neither does it efcape his (agaciry, that the tower 
they are degraded in the public efteem, the more 
fubmiflively they mull depend upon his favour 
for protection. This, I affirm upon the moft fo- 
Wmn conviction, and the moft certain know 
ledge, is a leading maxim in the policy of the 
clofett It is unneceffary to purfue the argument 
any farther. 

Mr. Home is now a xtry loyal" fubjedfc. He 
laments the wretched ftate of politics in this 
country, and fees in a new light, the weaknefs 
and folly of the oppofition. Whoever, or what- 
ever is Sovereign, demands the reJpeS and Jupport 
of the people*, it was not (o f when, Nero fiddled 
while Rome was burning. Our gracious Sovereign 
has had wonderful fuccefs, in creating new at- 
tachments to his per/on and family. He owes it, 1 
prefume, to the regular fyftero he has purfued in 
the myftery of converfion. He began, with an 
experiment upon the Scotch, and concludes with 
converting Mr. Home. — What a pity it is, that 
the Jews /hould be condemned by Providence tQ 
wait for a M.effiah of their own ! 

The pskfthood are accufed of mifinterpming 
• the 

* The very foiiJoyie o> kotd Suffolk, before he £afe4 
<fcc Rubicon. 
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the fcriptures. Mr. Home has improved upon 
his profeflion* He alters the text, and creates a 
refutable doctrine of his own. Such artifices can- 
not long delude the underflanding of the people j 
and without meaning an indecent compaiifon, I 
may venture to foretel, that the Bible and Junius 
will be read> when the commentaries of the Je- 
fuits are forgotten. 

JUNIUS. 
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L E T T E R X. 



(ROM T«E REVEREND MR. HOIHB TO JU- 
NIUS. 



I 



SIR, Auguft, I?, I?7t. 



Congratulate you, Sir, on the recovery of 
your wonted ftyle* tho' it has Coft you a fortnight. 
I companionate your labour in the compofition of 
your letters, and will communicate to you the fecret 
of my fluency. f - Truth needs no ornament J 
and, in my opinion, what fhe borrows of the pen- 
cil is deformity. 

You brought a pofitive charge againft me of 
Corruption. I denied the charge* and called for 
your proofs. You replied with abufe and re-af» 
ferted your charge. I called again for proofs. 
You reply again with abufe only, and drop your 
accufation. In your fortnight's letter there is 
not one word Upon the fubjeft of my corruption. 

I have no more to fay, but to return thanks to 
you for your conJefcenfion, and to a grateful Public 
and hoheft Miniftry for all their favours they have 
Conferred upon me. The two latter, I am fure, 
will never refufe me any grace I fliall folicit ; and 

fince 
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fince you have been pleafed to acknowledge that 
you told a deliberate lye in my fa four out of 
bounty, and as a charitable donation, why may 
(not expett that you will hereafter (if you do not 
forget you ever mentioned my name with difre- 
fpedt) make the fame acknowledgment, for what 
you have faid to my prejudice ? — This fecond 
recantation will perhaps be more abhorrent from 
your difpofiuon *. but fkould you decline it, you 
will only afford one more inftan ee how much eaiifer 
it is to be generous than juft, and that men are 
fometimes bountiful who are not honeft. 

At all events lam as well fatisfied with your 
panegyric as lord Chatham can be. Monument 
I /hall have none ; but over my grave it will be 
faid, in your own words, •' Home's Jituation did 
jrrf cmtjtond ivitb bis intmions."* 

JOHNHORNE; 

* The epitaph would not be ill-fuited to the chara&er i-» 
At the toft, it.u bat equivocal. 
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LETTER XI, 



TO HU GRACE TRE DUKE OF GRAFTON. 



MY LORD, Sept. *$, 1 771, 



T> 



H £ people of England are not apprifed of 
the full extent of their obligations to you. They 
have yet no adequate idea of the endlefs variety of 
your character- They have feen you diftinguiftied 
and fuccefsful in the continued violation of thofe 
moral and political duties, by which the little, as 
well as the great ibcieties of life, are collected and 
held together. Every colour, every character be- 
came you. With a rate of abilities, which Lord 
Weymouth very julily looks down upon with con- 
tempt, you have done as much mifchief to the com- 
munity as Cromwell would have done, if Cromwell 
had been a coward, and as much as Maccbiavel, if 
Macchiavel had not known, that an appearance of 
morals and religion are ufeful in fociety. t-To 9, 
thinking man, the influence of the crown will, in no 
view, appear fo formidable, as when he obfervea 

to 
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to what enormous excefles it has fafely conducted 
your grace without a ray of real under (landing, 
without even the pretentions to tommon decency 
or principle of any kind, or a tingle fpark of per* 
fonal refolution. What muft be the operation of 
that pernicious influence, (for which our Kings have 
wifely exchanged the nugatory name of preroga- 
tive) that, in the higheft ftations, can fo abundantly 
fupply the abfence of virtue, courage, and abilities, 
and qualify a man to be the minifter of a great 
nation whom a private gentleman would be afham- 
ed and afraid to admit into his family ! Like the 
univerfal paflport of an ambaffador, it fuperfedes 
the prohibition of the laws, baniflies the ftaple 
virtues of the country, and introduces vice and 
folly triumphantly into all the departments of the 
date. Other princes, betides his Majefty, have 
had the means of corruption within their reach, 
but they have ufed it with moderation. In former 
times corruption was confidered as a foreign auxi- 
liary to government, and only called in upon extra- 
ordinary emergencies: the unfeigned piety, the 
fan&ified religion of George the 'Third have taught 
him to new model the civil forces of the flate. 
The natural refources of the crown are no longer 
confided in. Corruption glitters in the van j-r-col- 
lc&sand maintains a (landing army of mercenaries, 
P 2 and 
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«nd at the fame moment, impoverishes and ioflaves 
the country.-'-His Majesty's predecefTors, (except- 
ing that worthy family, from which you, my Lord, 
are unquestionably descended,) had forae generous 
equalities in their composition, with vices, I confels, 
or frailties in abundance. They were kings of 
gentlemen, not hypocrites or priefts. They were 
mt the head of the church, but did not know the 
value of their ofice. They faid their prayers with- 
out ceremony, and had too little prieStcraft in their 
understanding, to reconcile the (an&imonious forms 
of religion with the utter deftru&ion of the mora,* 
lity of their people.-— My Lord, this is fad, notde- 
declamation.*— With all your partiality to the houfe 
of Stuart t you muft confefs, that even Cbark* the 
Second would have bluShed at that open encourage- 
ment, at thofe eager, meretricious carefies, with 
which every fpecies of private vice and public pro- 
stitution is received at St. James's.—Thc unfortu- 
nate houfe of Stumrt has been created with an a£ 
perity, which if companion be a defence, Seems to 
border upon injuftice. Neither Cbarlet nor his 
brother were qualified to fupport fuch a fyllem of 
meafures, as would be neceflary, to change the go- 
vernment, and fubvert the constitution of England. 
One of them was too much in earned in his plea- 
fures,— the other in his religion* But the danger 

to 
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to this country would Ceafe to be problematical, if 
the crown &ould ever defcend to a prince, whofe 
apparent fimpHcity might throw his fubje&s off 
their guar d,-*^— who might be no libertine in be- 
haviour,.*— who fhouH have no fenfe of honour 
to reftnrin hrai^ and who, with juft religion 
enough to nnpofe upon the multitude, might 
have no fcruples of confciente to interfere with 
his morality. With thefe honourable qualified 
tions, and the deeffive advantages of fituation* 
low craft and falfehood -are all the abilities that 
are wanting to deftroy the wifdom of ages, and 
to deface the nobleft monument that human 
policy has ere&ed— I know fucb a man ;*—My 
Lord, I know you both | and with the blefling 
of Ood {for I too am Teligious,) the people of 
England ihall know you as well as I do. I am 
not very lure, that greater abilities would not in 
effelt be an impediment to a defign> which feems 
at firft-tlght to require a fuperior capacity. A 
" better underftandtng might make him fenfible of 
the wonderful beauty of that fyftem he was endea* 
vouring to corrupt. The danger of the attempt 
might alarm him. The meannefs, and intrinftc 
worthlefTnefs of the objedt (fuppofing he could at- 
tain to it) would fill him with fhame, repentance* 
and difguft. But thefe are fenfetion»> which find 

no 
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ZIT™ T a barbarous » cont "^ ^; 

ftrovTh mC, i: c" * * ^^"t P»ffion to de* 

Thl? J°/ 'f gen, " US ' ,itmtUW ' ^freedom, 
The « and the jft., find eqna l ;gwifimioa 

^Refl^on, lite thefe, my Lord, have a general 

•you I"' * f 0Ur *""' " nd infe P»* b * «*- 

you, ,„ whatever company or Situation yomrcha* 
Rafter occur, to us. They ha« no immediate 
conne^ Wlth t he following recent faa, which 
I lay before the public, for the honour of the 
beft of Sovcre.gns, and for the edification of hi* 
(people. 

A prince (whofe .piety and felf-denial, one 
would th.nk, might fecurehiiafromfuchainul* 
t.tude of worldly neceffities,) with *n annual re- 
venue of near a million fterUng, unfortunately 

<w*u* mne,.- The navy of England, by an 

equally ftrange concurrence of unforefeen cir- 
cumftances, (though not quite fo unfortunately 
for his Majefty) !, i„ eq Ual want pf t j mber The 
world knows, in what a hopeful condition you 
dehvered the navy to your fucceflbr, and in what 
^condition we found it in the moment of diftrefs 
You were determined it Should continue in the 
fituation in which you left it. It happened, how- 
ler, very luckily for the privy purfe, t h at one 

of 
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of the above wants promifed fair to fupply the 
other. Our religious, benevolent* generous So- 
vereign has no objection to felling bis own timber 
to bis own admiralty, to repair bis own fhips, nor 
to putting the money into bis own pocket. People 
.of a religious turn naturally adhere to the prin- 
ciples of the church. Whatever they, acquire 
falls into mortmain —Upon a reprefentatfon from 
the admiralty of the extraordinary want of 
timber, for the indifpenfable repairs of the navy, 
the furveyor-general was directed to make a 
furvey of the timber in all the royal chaces and 
forefts in England. Having obeyed his orders 
with accuracy and attention, he reported, that 
the fineft timber he had any where met with, and 
the propereft in every refpeft for the purpofes of 
the navy, was in IVbittkkury Foreft, of which 
your grace, I think, is hereditary ranger. In 
confequence of this report* the ufoal warrant 
was prepared at the trealury, and delivered to 
the furveyor, by which he or his deputy were au« 
thorifed to cut down any trees in WbitiUbury 
Foreft, which mould appear to be proper for the 
purpofes above -mentioned. The deputy, being 
informed -that the warrant was figned and der 
Jivered to his principal in London, croffes the 

country to Northamptonfhire, and, with an ofh> 
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cious zeal for the public fervice, begins to do hit 
duty, in the foreft. Unfortunately for him, he had 
not the warrant in his pocket. The overfight 
was enormous, and you have puniflied him for it 
accordingly. You have infilled that an active* 
ufeful officer, flipuld be difmifled from his place. 
You have ruined an innocent man, and bis fa- 
mily .«-«-In what language ftall I addrefs fo black, 
f© cowardly a Tyrant ;«~rthou worfe than one of 
the Brunfwichst and all the Stuarts /-^To them, 
who know Lord North, it is unneceflary to fajr* 
that lie was mean and baje enough to fubuiit to 
you.— Thia however is but a fmall part of the 
faft. After ruining the furveyor's deputy, for 
a&ing without the warrant,, you attacked the 
warrant itfelf. You declared it was illegal, and 
fwore, in a fit of foaming, frantic paffion, that 
it never Jhoirid T>e executed. You averted upon 
your honour, that in the grant of the rangerihip j 
of WhktUbury Forefi % made by Charles tie Second, 
(whom, with a modefty that would do honour to 
Mr, Rigby, you are pleaied to call your anceftor) 
to one of his baftards, (from whom I make no 
doubt of your defcent,} the property of the timber 
is veiled in the ranger. -** I have examined the 
original grant, and now, in the face of the 
public, contradict you direftly upon the faft. The 

very 
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very reverfe, of what you have afferted upon your 
honour> is the truth. The grant, txprefsfy, and 
hy a particular claufe> referves the property of the 
timber for the ufe of the crown.— In fpite of this 
evidence,— ——in defiance of the reprefentations of 
the admiralty, — in perfect mockery of the noto- 
rious diftrefs of the Englifh .navy, and thofe e- 
qually prefltng, and alraoft equally notorious ne- 
celfitiesof your pious Sovereign, — here the matter 
refts. — The Lords of the treafury recal their war- 
rant } the deputy- furvey or is ruined for doing his 
duty ; — Mr. John Pitt, (whofe name I fuppofe is 
offenfive to you) fubmits to be brow-beaten and 
jnfulted ; — the oaks keep their ground;— the 
King is defrauded, and the navy of England may 
perifh for want of the beft and fined timber in 
the ifland. And all this is fubmitted tc — to ap- 
peafe the Duke of Grafton !*— To gratify the man, 
who has involved the King and his kingdom in 
confufion and diftrefs, and who, like a treache- 
rous coward deferted his Sovereign in the mid ft 
of it ! % 

There has been a ttrange alteration in your 
doclrines. iince you thought it advifeable to rob 
the Duke of Portland of his property, in order to 
ftrengthen the intereft of Lord Bute's fon-in*law, 
before the laft general election. Nullum tempus 
Vol. II. Q^ oc- 
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iceurrit regi, was then your boafted motto, and 
the cry of all your hungry partizans. Now it 
feems a gr#nt of Charks the Second to one of hi$ 
baftards is to be held facred and inviolable ! It 
inuft not be queftioned by the King's fervants, 
nor fubmitted to any interpretation biit your own. 
— My Lord, this was not the language you held, 
when it fhited you to infult the memory of the 
glorious deliverer of England from that detefted 
family, to which you are ftill more nearly allied in 
principle than in blood.— In the name of decency 
and common-fenfe, what are your grace's merits, 
either with King or miniftry, that fliduld Entitle 
you to aflume this domineering authority over 
both ?•— — Is it the fortunate confanguinity you 
claim with the houfe of Stuart ? -— Is it the fe- 
cret correfpondence you have for fo many years 
carried on with Lord Bute, by the affiduous a£ 
fiftance of your cream coloured parafite ? -— Could 
not your gallantry find fufficient employment for 
him, in thofe gentle offices by which he firft ac- 
quired the tender friendfhip of Lord Barrington?— 
Or is it only that wonderful lympathy of manners, 
which fubfifts between your grace and one of your 
fuperiors, and does fo much honour to you both ? 
—Is the union of BHJtl and Black George no longer 
a romance ?— From whatever origin your influence 



m 
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in this country arifes, it is a phenomenon in the 
htftory of human virtue and understanding.—— 
Good men can hardly believe the fad*. Wife 
men are unable to account for it. Religious men 
find exercife for their faith, and make it the laft 
effort of their piety, not to repine againft provi- 
dence. 

J U^N I U S. 



Q^a LET- 
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LETTER XII. 



ADDRESSED TO THE LIVE.RY OF LONdOSf. 



I 



GENTLEMEN, Sept. 30, I77I. 



F You alone were concerned in the event of the 
prefent eleftion of a chief rnagiftrate of the me- 
tropolis, it would be the higheft preemption in 
a ftranger, to attempt to influence your choice, 
or even to offer you his opinion. But the (kuation 
of public affairs has annexed an extraordinary im- 
portance to your refolutions. You cannot, in the 
choice of your rnagiftrate, determine for your/elves, 
only. You are going to determine upon a point, 
in which every member of the community is inte- 
relied. I will not fcruple to fay, that the very be-> 
iqg of that law,-— of that right, — of that confuta- 
tion, for which we have been fo long contending, 
is now at ftake. They who would enfnare your 
judgment, tell you, k is a common, ordinary cafe, 
and to be decided by ordinary precedent and prao* 
tice. They artfully conclude, from moderate 
peaceable times, to times which are not moderate, 

and which ought not te- be* peaceable. White 

they 
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they foiicit your favour, they infift upon a rule 
of rotation, which excludes all idea of election. 

Let me be honoured with a few minutes of your 
attention.-^-Tbe queftion, to thofe who mean 
fairly to the liberty of the people, (which we all 
profefs to have in view) lies within a narrow com* 

pafs. Do you mean to defert that juft and 

honourable fyftem of meafures which you have 
hitherto purfued, in hopes of obtaining from 
parliament, or from the crown, a full redrefs of 
paft grievances, and a fecurity for the future ?— 
Do you think the caufe defperate, and will you 
declare, that you think fo to the whole people of 
England ? — If this be your meaning and opinion, 
you will aft confidently with it, in choofing 
Mr. NaJb.-*~-T*l profefs to be unacquainted with 
his private character. But he has a&ed as a 
rnagiftrate,— as a public man .—- As fuch I fpeak 
of him.—- 1 fee his name in a proteft againft one 
of your remonftrances to the crown. -~* He has 
done every thing in his power to deftroy the free- 
dom of popular elections in the city, by publiihing 
the poll on a former occafion ; and I know, in 
general, that he has diftinguiihed himfelf, by 
flighting and. thwarting all thofe public meafures, 
which you have engaged in with the greateft 
warmth, and hitherto thought moft worthy of 
jour approbation.— From his paft conduit* what 

con- 
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conclufion will you draw, but that he will act the 
fame part as Lord Mayor, which he has invariable 
fitted as Alderman and Sheriff f He cannot alter 
his conduit, without con felling that he never afted 
upon principle of any kind.— I Jhould be forry to 
injure the character of a man who prehaps may 
be honeft in his intentions, by fuppofing it pofftMo, 
that he can never concur with you in any political 
meafure, or opinion. 

If, on the other hand, you mean to perfevere 
in thofe refolutions for the public good, which 
though not always fiiccefsful, are always honour- 
able, your choice will naturally incline to thofe 
men, who, (whatever they be in other reflects) 
are moft likely to co-operate with you in the great 
purpofes which you are determined not to relin- 
quish :— The queftion is not, of what metal 
your inftruments are made, but whether they are 
adapted to the imrkym have in hands t You mean 
not merely to pay, but to empty.-- Are Mr. Crojfy 
and Mr. Sarwtridge likely to execute the extraordi- 
nary, as well as the ordinary duties of Lord May- 
or <? — Will they grant you common-halls when it 
fliall be neceflary ?*— - -Will they go up with re- 

monftrances to the king ?•* Have they firmnefc 

enough to meet the fury of a venal Houfe of Com- 
mons? Have they fortitude enough not to 

ihrink at imprifoament i — — Have they fpirit 

enough 
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enough to hazard their lives and fortunes in a 
conteft, if it ihould be neceflary, with a proftitu- 
ted legiflature ?— If thefe queftions can fairly 
be anfwered in the affirmative, your choice is 
made. Forgive this paflionate language.*-*I am 
unable to correct it.— The fubjeflE comes home to 
us all.— It u the language of my heart. 

JUNIUS. 



LET- 
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LETTER XIII. 

ADDRESSED TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUB- 
LIC ADVERTISER. 

S I R, Odt. 5, 1771. 



Nc 



I O Man laments more fincerely than I do, 
the Unhappy differences which have arifen among 
the friends of the people, and divided them 
from each other. The caufe undoubtedly fuffers, 
as well by. the diminution of that ftrength, which 
Union carries with it, as by the feparate lofs of 
perfonal reputation, which every man fuftains, 
when his character and conduct are frequently 
held forth in odious or contemptible colours.—- 
Thefe differences are only advantageous to the 
common enemy of the country. The hearty 
friends of the caufe are provoked and difgufted. 
»— The luke-warm advocate avails himfetf of 
any pretence to relapfe into that indolent indif- 
erence about every thing that ought to intereft 
an Englifhman, fo unjuftly dignified with the 
title of moderation.— The falfe, infidious par- 
tifan, who creates or foments the diforder, fees 
the fruit of his difhoneft induftry ripen beyond 
his hopes, and rejoices in the promife of a ban- 
quet, 
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qnet, only delicious to fuch an appetite ^as his 
own.— It is time for thofe, who really mean the 
cau/e and the ptoflt, who have no view to private 
advantage, and who have virtue enough to prefer 
the general good of the community to the grati- 
fication of.perfonalanimofities.— it'is time for 
fuch men to tnterpofe— Let us try whether thefe 
fatal diffenfions may. not yet be reconciled } or, 
if that be impracticable, let us guard at leaft a' 
gawft the word effecTs of divifion, and endeavour 
to perfundethofe furious partifans, iftrrey will not 
confent to draw together, to be feparately uf e f u! 
to that caufe, which they all pretend to be at- - 
tached to.-Honour and honefty rauft- not be 
renounced, although, a thoufand modes of right 
and wrong.were to occupy the degrees of mo- 
rality between Ztno and Epicurus. The fun- 
damental principles of Chrift&m'ity may ftill be 
preserved, though every -zealous feftary adheres 
tohisownexclufive doctrine,- and pious eccle- 
fiftftics make it part of their religion to perfecute 
one ancther.-The civil conflitution too, that 
legal hbetty, . that -general creed,' which every 
Enghfliman profefTes,. may ftHl be fupported, tho' 
Wilkes, and H»rn», and To^nfind, and Sa-wlridge, 
fcowld obftinatelyrefcfe to communicate/" and 
even if the fathers of the church, if Savilj 
Richmond, Camden,. Rockingham, and Chatham,- 
R: - fliould. 
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/hould difagree in the ceremonies af their poli- 
tical worihip, and even in the interpretation of 
twenty texts in Magna Cbarta.~l fpeak to the 
people, as one of the people.-*-Let us employ 
thefe men in whatever departments their various 
abilities are beft fuited to, and as much' to the 
advantage of the common cau-fe, as their differ- 
ent inclinations would permit. They cannot ferve 
us, without effentially ferving themfelves. 

If Mr. Haftf be elected, he will hardly venture, 
after fo recent a mark of the perfonal efteem ef 
his fellow citizens, to declare himfelf immedi- 
ately a courtier. The fpirit and activity of the 
jfheriffs will, I hope, be fufficient to counteract 
smy finifter intentions of the lord mayor. In 
collifipn with their, virtue, perhaps he may take 
fire. 

It is not neceffary to eiaft from Mr. Wilkes the 
virtues of a ftpic. Thy were inconfiftent with 
themfelves, who, almoft at the fame moment, 
reprefented him as the bafeft of mankind, yet 
feemed to exped from him fuch ioftances of foe* 
titude and felf-denial, as would dp honour to an^ 
apoftle. It is not however flattery to fay, thaj h$ 
is obftinate, intrepid, and fertile in expedients.— -^ 
That he has no poflible resource, but in the 
public favour, is in my judgment, a confiderable 
recommendation of him* I wiih that every man, 

who 
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who pretended to popularity, were in the fame 
predicament. I wifti that a* retreat to St. Jatoes's 
were not fo eafy and open,- as patriots hale found 
it. To Mr. Witiito there is no accefs. f he fa- 
vour of bis country conftitutes the fliietd, which 
defends him againft a thoufstao* daggers.^fiefer- 
tion would difefm him. HbweVer he may te 
milled by pafilon or iifaprtrdente, I think he qan- 
toot be guilty ef a deliberate* treachery to ttie 
public. 

J can mure readity [admire the' liberal fpirit and 
integrity, than tlfc found judgment 6f any man, 
who prefers a Ytpublkntt fohri bf government, in 
this or arty other enrplre Of equal extent* to a 
monarchy (b qualified afid limited as ours. I ani 
convinced thit neither b h lh theory the wiftft 
fyftem of goVerritaeht; rtor practicable in this 
country. Yet, thcfcgh I hope the Erigtlfh con- 
ftitmion will for eVer preferve its Original mo- 
narchical /orm, I would have the mariners of the 
people? purely a*ttd firictly repubtlcdh.-A do not 
mean the licentious fpirit of atfaichy and riot. 
I mean a general attachnieiit td the cdmtionivedl, 
diflinft from any partial attachment to per fons or 
families ? — ^ an implicit ftbtftfffion to the laws 
only* and an affection to tht rhagiftrate, propor- 
tioned to the integrity arid wififom; with which 
he drfttifctftes juftiee to hid people, and adrrithif- 
R l ters 
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ters their affairs. The prefent habit of our po 
litical body appears to me the very reverfe of 
what it ought to be. The form of the constitu- 
tion leans rather more than enough to the popu- 
lar branch.; while, in effect, the manners of the 
people, (of thole at lead, who are likely to take 
a lead in the country,) incline too generally to a 
dependance upon the crown. The real friends of 
arbitrary power combine the fads, and are not 
inconiiftent with their principles, when they ftre- 
nuoufly fupport the unwarrantable privileges «£• 
Turned by the houfe of commons.— In thefe cir- 
cumftances, it were much to be defired, that we 
had many fuch men as Mr. SawbruJge to repre- 
fent us in parliament.*— I fpeak from common 
report and opinion only, when I impute to him a 
fpeculative prediction in favour of a republic— 
In the perfonal conduct and manners of the man, 
1 cannot be miftaken. He has fliewn himfelf pof- 
fefled of that republican firmnefc, which the 
times require, and by which an Engliih gentle- 
man may be as jufefully and as honourably diftin- 
guiflied, as any citizen of ancient Rome, of Athene 
or Laced*mon. 

Mr. Town/end complains that the public grati- 
tude has not been anfwerable to his deferts. — It 
is not difficult to trace the artifices, which have 
iuggefted to him a language, fo unworthy of his 

under- 
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tinderftanding. A great man commands the af- 
fections of toe people. A prudent man does not 
corophtin when he has loft them. Yet they are 
fax from being loft to Mr. Town/end. He has 
treated our opinion a Kttle too cavilierly. A 
young man is apt to rely too -confidently upon 
inmfelf, to be as attentive to hw miftrefs, as a 
polite and pafllonate lover ought to be. Perhaps 
he found her at firft too eafy a Conqueft— -Yet, I 
fancy, flie will be ready to receive him, when- 
ever he thinks proper to renew his addrefles t6 
her.— With all his youth, his fpirit, and his ap- 
pearance, it would be -indecent in the lady to fo- 
licit his return. 

I have too much refpeft for the abilities of Mr. 
Hornty to flatter myfelf that thefe gentlemen wifl 
-ever be cordially re-united. It is not however un- 
-reafbnable to expert, that each of them ihould 
a6l his feperate part, with honour and integrity to 
-the public— -As for differences of opinion upon 
Speculative queftions, if we wart until they are 
reconciled, the a&ion of human affairs muft be 
-fufpended for ever. But neither are we to look for 
perfection in any one man, nor for agreement 
among many. — When lord Chatham affirms that 
the authority of the Britiih legiflature is not fu* 
preme over the colonies in the fame fenfe, in 
which it is fupreme over Great Britain *— When 

lord 
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lord Camden fuppofes a neceifity, (which the King 
is to judge of,) and, founded upon that neceftity> 
•attributes to the crown a legal power (not given 
by the aft itfelf) to fufpend the operation of an 
act of the legiflature,*— I lift en to them both 
with diffidence and refpeft, but without the 
imalleft degree of conviction or affent. Yet, I 
doubt not, they delivered their real (enlifttentst 
and they ought not to be haftily condemned. I 
no have a claim to the candid interpretation of 
my country, when I acknowledge an involuntary 
compulfive affent to one vety unpopular opinion. 
I lament the unhappy neceifity, whenever St 
arifes, of providing for the fafety of the ftate> 
by a temporary invafian of the perfonal liberty 
of the fubjedt. Would to God it were p raclica>- 
ble to reconcile thefe important obje&s, in every 
|K>ffible fituation of public affairs. I regard the 
legal liberty of the me&neft man in Britain, as 
much as my own, and tytfuld defend it with the 
fame zeal. I know we muft ftand or fall toge** 
then Bnt I never can doubt, that the commu- 
nity has a right to command* as well as to pur- 
chafe the fervice of its members. I fee that right 
founded originally upon a neceflhy, which foper- 
fedes all agreement. I lee it eftablifhed by ufage 
immemorial, and admitted by more than a tacit 
affent of the legiflature. I conclude there is no 

remedy 
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remedy, in the nature of thing?,, for the grie-* 
vance complained of, for, if there were it mull 
long fince have been redwffed. Though nunv- 
berlefs opportunities have prefented themfelves, 
highly favourable to public liberty, no fuccefsful 
attempt has ever been made for the relief of the 
iubject in this article. Yet it has, been felt and 
complained of, ever fince England had a, navy.— ■* 
The conditions, which conftityte this right, mud 
be taken together. Separately, they have little 
weight. It is not fair to argu* from any abufe 
in the execution, to the illegality of the power; 
much lefi is a conclufion to be drawn from the 
navy to the land fervke. A feamon can never be 
employed, but again ft the enemies of his coun-i 
tuy. The only cafe, in 'which the King can have: 
a right to arm his fubje£ts in general, is that of a 
foreign force being actually landed upon our 
coaft. Whenever that cafe happens, no true 
Englishman will inquire,, whether the* King's 
right to compel him to defend his country be the 
cuftom pf England, qe a grant of the legiflature. 
With regard to the prefs for feamen, it does not 
follow, that the fymptoms may not be foftened, 
although the diftemper cannot be cured, let 
bounties be increafed as far as the public purfe 
Can fupport them. Still they have a limit ; and 
when ewy reafonaMc cxpencc is incurred, it 

will 
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will be found, in fact, that the fpur of the prefs 
is wanted to give operation to the bounty. 

Upon the whole, I never had a doubt about 
the ftrict right of preilbg, " until I heard that lord 
Mansfield had applauded lord Chatham, for deli- 
vering fomeching like this doctrine in the houfe 
of lords. That confiderarion daggered me not a 
little. But, uppn reflexion, his conduct accounts 
naturally for itfelf. He iuiew the doctrine was 
unpopular, and was eager to. fix . it upon the man, 
who is the faft obxe.dt of his fear and deteftation. 
TJiecunning Scotchman never fpeaks truth with-* 
out a fraudulent defign. la council* he gene- 
rally affects to take a .moderate parr. Befides his 
natural timidity, . it makes part of his political 
plan, never to be known to recommend violent, 
meafures. When the guards are called forth to- 
murder their fellpw-fubieots, it* is not by the T 
©ftennble advice of lord MansfitU. That odious, 
office, his prudence, tells him, x is better left 
to fuch men as Gower and Weymouth t as Bar r 
rington and Grafton.^ Lord Hilljhorough wi fefly^ 
confines his. firmnefs to the diftant Americans. — » 

The defigns.of Mansfield are mprq. fijbtle, more 
effectual,, and . fecure.— - Who attacks the liberty, 
o/ the prefs P-rLo.rd Mansfield,— Who* invades 

the conftitutiQnal power of juries ?— Lord Mans- % 
///</.— What, judge ever challenged a .juryman,. 

but 
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LETTER L 



ADDRESSED TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC 
ADVERTISER. 

SIR, January 2 1, 1 769. 

J- he fubmiffion of a free people to the executive 
.authority of government, is no more than a com- 
pliance with laws, which they themfelves have 
•enacted. While the national honour is firmly 
maintained abroad, and while juflice is impar- 
tially administered at home, the obedience of the 
'fubjedt will be voluntary, chearful, 'and I might 
almoft fay unlimited. A generous nation is grate- 
ful even for the prefervation of its rights, and wil- 
lingly extends the refpelt due to the office of a 
good prince into an affection for his perfon. 
Loyalty, in the heart and underftanding of an 
JEnglifhman, is a rational attachment to the 
guardian of the laws. Prejudices and paffion 
have fometimes carried it to a criminal length ; 
and, whatever foreigners may imagine, we know 
Vol. I. B that 
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that Englishmen have erred as much in a miftaken 
zeal for particular perfdns and families, as they 
ever did in defence of what they thought moft 
dear and interefting to themfelves. 

It naturally fills us with refentment, to fee fuch 
a temper infulted and abufed. In reading the 
hiitory of a free people, whofe rights have been 
invaded, we are interefled in their caufe. Our 
own feelings tell us how long they ought to have 
fubmitted, and at what moment it would have 
been treachery to themfelves not to have refitted. 
How much warmer will be our refentment, if ex- 
perience mould bring the fatal example home to 
ourfelves ! 

The fituationof this country is alarming enough 
to rouze the attention of every man, who pre- 
tends to a concern for the public welfare. Ap- 
pearances juftify fufpicion, and, when the fafety 
of a nation is at flake, fufpicion is a juft ground 
of enquiry. . Let us enter into it with candour 
and decency. Refpect is due to the ftation of mi- 
nifters ; and, if a refolution muft at Iafl be taken, 
there is none fo likely to be fupported with firm - 
nefs, as that which has been adopted with mode- 
ration. 

The ruin or profperity of a ftate depends fo 
much upon the adminiftration of its government, 
that to be acquainted with the merit -of a miniftry, 

we 
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we need only obferve the condition of the people. 

•if we fee them obedient to the law*, profperous . 
in their induftry, united at home, and refpecled 
abroad, we may reafohably perfume that their 
affairs are conducted by men of experience, abi- 
lities and virtue. If, on the contrary, we fee an 
oniverfal fpirit of diftruft and diiTatisfaclion, a 
rapid decay of trade, diffenfions in all parts of 
the empire, and a total lofs of reipeft in the eyes 
of foreign powers, we 1 may pronounce, without 

- testation, that the government of that country 
is weak, diftraded, and corrupt. The multitude, 
in all countries, are patient to a certain point. 
J 11 ufage may rouze their indignation, and hurry 

-them jnto exceffes, but the orignial fault is in 

-government. Perhaps there never was an inftance 

-of a change, in the circumftances and temper of 
•a whole nation, fo fudden and extraordinary as 

'that which the mifconducl of miniflers has, within 
thefe very few years, produced in Great Britain. 
When our gracious Sovereign afcended the throne, 
we were a flourishing and contented people. If 
•the perfonal virtues of a king could have infured 

• the happinefs of his fubjecis, the fcene could not 
have altered fo entirely is it has done. The idea 
of uniting all parties, of trying all characters, 

jSLttd diflributing the offices of ftate by rotation, 

was gracious and benevolent-to an extreme, though 

B 2 it 
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it has not yet produced the many falotary effefts 
which were intended by it. To fay nothing of 
the wifdom of fuch plan, it undoubtedly arofe 
from an unbounded goodnefs of heart, in which 
folly had no (hare. It was not a capricious par- 
tiality to new faces ; — it was not a natural turn 
for low intrigue ; nor wa« it the treacherous amufe- 
ment of double and triple negociations. No, Sit, 
it arofe from a continued anxiety in the pureft of 
all poffible hearts, for the general welfare. Un- 
fortunately for us, the event has not been aofwer- 
able to the defign. After a rapid fucceffion of 
changes, we are reduced to that ftate, which hardly 
any change can mend. Yet there is no extremity 
ofdiftrefs, which of it felf ought to reduce a great 
nation to deTpair. It is not the diforder but the 
phyfician;— it is not a cafual concurrence of ca- 
lamitous circomftances, it is the pernicious hand 
of government, which alone can make a whole 
people defperate. 

Without much political fagacity, or any extra- 
ordinary depth ofobfervation, we need only mark 
how the principal departments of the ftate are 
bellowed, and look no farther for the true caufe 
of every mifchief that befals us. 

The finances of a nation, finking under its 
debts and expences, are committed to # a young 

•• The Duke of Grafton. 

•nobleman 
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nobleman already ruined by play. Introduced to 
a& under the aufpices of lord Chatham, and left 
at the head of affairs by that nobleman's retreat, 
he became minifter by accident; but deferring 
the principles and profeffions, which gave him a 
moment's popularity, we fee him, from every 
honourable engagement to the public, an apoftat© 
by defign. As for buiinefs, the world yet knows 
nothing of his talents or refolution ; unlefs a way- 
ward, wavering inconfiftency be a mark of genius,, 
and caprice a demonftration of fpirit. It may be . 
faid perhaps, that it is his grace's province, as 
furely it is his paifion, rather to distribute than to 
iave the public money, and that while lord North 
is Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Firft Lord of 
Treafury may be as thoughtlefs and as extravagant 
as he pleafes. I hope however he will not rely too 
much on the fertility of lord North's genius for 
finance. His lordfhip is yet to give us the fir ft 
proof of his abilities: it may be candid to fuppofe 
that he has hitherto voluntarily concealed his ta- 
lentB; intending perhaps to aftonifli the world 
when we lead exped it, with -a knowledge of 
trade, a choice of expedients, and a depth of re- 
sources, equal to the neceffities, and far beyond 
the hopes of his country. He muft now exert the 
whole power of his capacity, if he would with us 
to forget, that, fince he has been in office, no* 
B 3 plan- 
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plan has been formed, no fyftem adhered to, nor 
any one important meafure adopted for the relief 
of public credit. If his plan for the fervice of 
the current year be not irrevocably fixed on, let 
me warn him to think ferioufly of confequences, 
before he ventures to increafe the public debt. 
Outraged and oppreffed as we are, this nation will 
not bear, after a fix years peace, to fee new mil- 
lions borrowed, without any eventual diminution 
of debt, or reduction of intereft. The attempt 
might rouze a fpirit of refentment, which might 
reach beyond the facrifice of a minifter. As to 
the debt upon the Civil Lift, the people of Eng- 
land expeft that it will not be paid whithout a ftricY 
enquiry how it was incurred. If it muft be paid 
by parliament, let me advife the ChanceHor of the 
Exchequer to think of fome better expedient than 
a lottery. To fupport an expenfive war, or in 
circumftances of ab(blute necefiity, a lottery may 
perhaps be allowable ; but, befides that is at all' 
times the very worft way of railing money upon the* 
people, I think it ill becomes the royal dignity, 
to have the debts of a court provided for, like 
the repairs of a country bridge, or a decayed hof- 
pital. The management of the king's affairs in 
the Houfe of Commons cannot be more difg raced 
than it has been. A leading minifter repeatedly 
called down for abfolute ignorance 5— ridiculous 

motions 
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motions ridiculoufly withdrawn; — deliberate plans 
difconcerted, and a week's preparation of graceful 
oratory loft in a moment, give us fome, though 
not adequate idea of lord North's parliamentary 
abilities and influence. Yet before he had the 
misfortune of being Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
he was neither an object of derifion to his ene- 
mies, nor of melancholy pity to his friends. 

A feries of in confident meafures had alineated 
the Colonies from their duty as fubje&s, and from 
their natural affection to their common country. 
When Mr. Grenville was placed at the head of 
the Treafury, he felt the impoflibility of Great 
Britain's fupporting fuch an eftablifhment as her 
former fuccefles had made indifputable, and at 
the fame time of giving any fenfible relief to fo- 
reign trade, and to the weight of the public debt. 
He thought it equitable that thofe parts of the 
empire, which had benefited moft by the expen- 
ces of the war, fhould contribute fome thing to 
the expences of the peace, and he had no doubt 
of the conftitutional right veiled in parliament to 
raife the contribution. But, unfortunately for this 
country, Mr. Grenville was at any rate to be dif- 
trefled becaufe he was minifter, and Mr. Pitt 
and lord Camden were to be patrons of America, 
becaufe they were in oppofition. Their declara- 
tion gave fpirit and argument to the Colonies, and 
B 4 while 
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while perhaps they meant no more than the ruin 
ofaminifter, they in efFedt divided one half of 
the empire from the other. 

Under one adminiftration the (tamp a£t is made* 
under the fecond it is repealed,, under the third, 
in fpite of all experience, a new mode of taxing 
the Colonies is invented, and a queftion revived,, 
■which ought to have been buried in oblivion. In 
thefe circumftances a new office is eftablifhed for 
the bufmefs of the Plantations, and the earl of 
Hilliborough called forth, at a mod critical feafon, 
to govern America. The choice at leaft announ- 
ced to us a man of fuperior capacity and know- 
ledge. Whether he be fo or not, let his dis- 
patches as far as they have appeared, let his mea- 
fures, as far as they have operated, determine for 
him. In the former we have feen flrong aiTertions 
without proof, declamation without' argument* 
and violent cenfures without dignity or modera- 
tion ; but neither correctnefs in the compofition, 
nor judgment in the defign. As for his meafures, 
let it be remembered, that he was called upon to 
conciliate and unite ; and that, when he entered 
into office, the rood refractory of the Colonies* 
were Hill difpofed to proceed by the conftitutional 
methods of petition and remonflrance. Since that 
period they have been driven into excefles little 
ihort of rebellion. Petitions have been hindered 

from 
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from reaching the throne ; and the continuance 
of one of the principal affemblies put upon anr 
arbitrary condition, which, confidering the tern* 
per they were in, it was impqffible they mould 
comply with) and which would have availed no- 
thing as to the general queftion, if it had been 
complied with. So violent, and 1 believe I may 
call it fa unconflitutional an exertion of the pre- 
rogative, to fay. nothing of the weak, injudicious 
terms in which it was conveyed, gives us as hum- 
ble an opinion of his lordfliip's capacity, as it 
does of his temper a/id moderation. While we 
are at peace with other nations, our military force 
may perhaps be fpared to fupport the earl of 
Hilllborough's meafures in America. - Whenever 
that force fhall be necelTarily withdrawn or dimi- 
nifhed, the difmiffion of fuch a minister will nei- 
ther confole us for his imprudence, nor remove 
the fettled refentment of a people, who, com- 
plaining of ^ an aft of the legiflature, are out- 
raged by an unwarrantable ftretch of prerogative, 
and, fupporting their claims by an argument, are 
infulted with declamation. 

Drawing lots would be a prudent and reafonable 
method of appointing the officers of Hate, com- 
pared to a late dipofititon of the Secretary's office. 
Lord Rochford was acquainted with the affairs 
and temper of the fouthern courts : Lord Wey- 
mouth 
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month was equally qualified for either department. 
By what unaccountable caprice has it happened, 
that the latter, who pretends to no experience • 
whatfoever, is removed tp the moft important of 
the two departments, and the former by preference 
placed in an office, where his experience can be , 
of no ufe to him ? Lord Weymouth had diftin- 
guiftied himfef in his firft employment by a fpi- 
rited, if not judicious conduct. He had anima- 
ted the civil magiftrate beyond the tone of civil • 
authority, and had directed the operations of the 
army to more than military execution. Recovered 
from the errors of his youth, from the diftrattion 
of play, and the bewitching fmiles of Burgundy, 
behold him exerting the whole (Irength of his 
clear, unclouded faculties, in the fervice of the 
crown. It was not the heat of midnight exceffes, 
nor ignorance of the laws, nor the furious fpirit 
of the houfe of Bedford : No, Sir, when this re- 
fpettable minifter interpofed his authority between 
the magiftrate and the people, and figned the 
mandate, on which, for aught he knew, the lives 
of thoufands depended, he did it from the delibe- 
rate motion of his heart, fupported from the beft 
of his judgment." 

It has lately been a fafhion to pay a compli- 
ment to the bravery and generofity of the Com- 
mander in Chief, at the expence of his unders- 
tanding. 
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ftanding. They who love him make no queflion 
of his courage, while his friends dwell chiefly on 
the facility of his difpofition. Admitting him to 
be as brave as a total abfence of all feeling and 
reflection can make him, let us'fee what fort of 
merit he derives from the remainder of his cha- 
racter. If it be generofity to accumulate in his 
own perfonand family a number of lucrative em- 
ployments ; to provide, at the public expence, 
for every creature that bears the name of Manners ; 
and, neglecting the merit and fervices of the reft 
of the army, to heap promotions upon his favou- 
rites and dependants, the prefent Commander in 
Chief is the moll generous man alive. Nature has 
been fparing of her gifts to this noble lord 5 but 
where birth and fortune are united, we expect the 
noble pride and independance of a man of fpirit, 
not the furvile, humiliating complifance of a 
courtier. As to the goodnefs of his heart, if a 
proof of it be taken from the facility of never re- 
futing, what conclusion (hall we draw from the 
indecency of never performing ? and if the dis- 
cipline of the army be in any degree preferved, 
what thanks are due to a man, whofe cares, noto- 
rioufly confined to filling up vacancies, have de- 
graded the office of Commander in Chief into a 
broker of commiffions ? 

With 
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With refpe& to the navy, I fhall only fay, that 
this country is fo highly indebted to Sir Edward. 
» Hawke, that no expence fhould be fpared to fe* 
cure him an honourable and affluent retreat. 

The pure and impartial adminiftration ofjufHce 
is perhaps the firmeft bond to fecure a chearful 
fubmiflion of the people, and to engage their af- 
fedlions to government. It is not fufficient that 
queftions of private right and wrong are jullly de- 
cided, nor that judges are fuperior to the vilenefs 
of pecuniary corruption. Jefferies himfelf, when 
rhe court had no intereft, was an upright judge. 
A court of juftice may be fubjeft to another fort 
of bias, more important and pernicious, as it 
reaches beyond the inter eft of individuals, and 
affe&s the whole community. A judge, under 
the influence of government, may be honeft 
enough in the decifion of private caufes, yet a. 
traitor to the public. When a vi&im is marked 
out by the miniflry, this judge will offer himfelf" 
to perform the facrifice. He will hot fcruple to 
proftitute his dignity, and betray the fanSity of 
his office, whenever an arbitrary point is to be 
carried for government, or the refentment of a 
court to be gratified. 

Thefe principles and proceedings, odious and 
contemptible as they are, in effect are no lefs in~ 
j udicious. A wife and generous people are roufed 

by 
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ijy every appearance of oppreflive, unconftitu- 
tional meafureS, whether thofe meafures are fup- 
ported openly by the power of government, or 
maUted under the forms of a court of jufticc. 
Prudence and felf-prefervation will oblige the 
moil moderate difpofitions to make common caufe, 
-<even with a man whofe conduct they cenfure, if 
they fee him perfecuted in a way which the real 
ipirit of the laws will not juftify. The facts on 
which thefe marks are founded, are too notorious 
to require. an application. 

This, Sir, is the detail. In one view behold 
a nation overwhelmed with debt; her revenues 
walled ; her trade declining ; the affections of 
her Colonie salienated; the duty of the magis- 
trate transferred to the foldiery; a gallant army, 
which never fought unwillingly but again!* their 
fellow-fubjects, mouldering away for want of the 
direction of a man- of common abilities and fpi- 
. lit ; and, in the lad inflance, the adminiftration. 
-of joftice become odious and fufpected to the 
whole body of the people. This deplorable fcene 
.admits but of one addition — -that we are governed 
by couafeis, from which a reasonable man can 
.expect no remedy but poifon, no relief but death. 

If, by the immediate interposition of Provi- 

*dence, it were poffible for us to efcape a crifis fo 

;full of terror and defpair, poflerity willnot believe 

""" ' . .the 
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the hiftory of theprefent times. They will either 
conclude that oar diftreiTes were imaginary, or 
that we had the good fortune to be governed by 
men of acknowledged integrity and wifdom : 
they will not believe it poftble that their an- 
ceftors could have Survived, or recovered from fo 
deiperatea condition, while a duke of Grafton 
was Prime Minifler, a lord North Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, a Weymouth and a Hillfborough 
Secretaries' of State, a Gran by Commander in 
Chief, and a Mansfield Chief criminal Judge of 
the kingdom* 

JUNIUS. 

LETTER II. 

A LETTER OF SIR WILLIAM DRAPER TO THE 
PRINTER OF THE FUBLJ? ADVERTISER. 

SIR, January 26, 1769. 

1 he kingdom (warms with fuch numbers of 
felonious robbers of private character and virtue, 
that no faoneft or good man is fafe; especially 
as thefe cowardly bafe aflaflins flab in the dawk, 
whithout having the courage to fign their real 
names to their malevolent and wicked produc- 
tions. A writer, who figns himfelf Junius, in 
the Public Advertifer of the 21ft inftant, opens 

the 
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the deplorable fituation of his country in a very 
affecting manner ; with a pompous parade of his 
candour and decency, he tells us, that we fee 
difientions in all parts of the empire, an univer- 
fal ijpirit of diftruft and diflatisfa&ibn, and a to- 
tal lofs of refpect towards us in the eyes of fo- 
reign powers. But this writer, with all his boafted 
candour, has not told us the real caufe of the evils 
he fo pathetically enumerates. 1 (hall take the 
liberty to explain the caufe -for him. Junius, and 
fuch writers as himfelf, occafion all the mifchief 
complained of, by falfely and malicioufly tradu- 
cing the bed characters in the kingdom. For 
when our deluded people at home, and foreigners ' 
abroad, read the poifonous and inflammatory li- * 
bels that are daily publifhed with impunity, to 
vilify thofe who are any way diftinguifhed by 
their good qualities and eminent virtues : when 
they find no notice taken of, or reply given to 
thefe ilanderous tongues and pens, their conclu- 
fion is, that both the minifter and the nation have 
been fairly defcribed ; and they aft accordingly. 
I think it therefore the duty of every good citizen 
to (land forth, and endeavour to undeceive the 
public, when the vileft arts are made ufe of to 
defame and blacken the brighteft characters 
*mongft us. An eminent author -affirms it to be 
Almoft as criminal to hear a worthy man traduced, 

without 
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wbithout attempting his j unification, as to be the 
author of the calumny againft him; For my own 
part 9 I think it is a fort of mifpriiion of treafon 
againft fociety. No man therefore who knows 
lord Granby, can poflibly hear fo good and 
great a character moil vilely abufed, without a 
warm and juft indignation againft this Junius, 
this high-pried of Envy, Malice, and all uncha- 
ritable nefs, who has endeavoured to facrifice our 
beloved Commander in Chief at the altars of his 
Jiorrid deities. Nor is the injury done to his lord* 
ihip alone, but to the whole nation, which may 
too foon feel the contempt, and confequently the 
attacks of our late enemies, if they can be indu- 
ced to believe that theperfon, on whom the fafety 
of thefe kingdoms fo much depends, is unequal 
to his high flat ion, and deftitute of thofe qualities 
which form a good general. One would have 
thought that his lordfhip's fervices in the caufe of 
his country, from the battle of Culloden to his 
moil glorious concluiion of the late war, might 
have entitled him to common refpeft and decency 
at lead ; but this uncandid indecent writer, has 
gone fo far as to turn one of the mod amiable men 
of the age into a ftupid, unfeeling, and fenfelefs 
being ; pofTefTed indeed of a perfonal courage, but 
void of thofe eilential qualities' which diftinguiih 
the commander from the common foldier. 

A very 
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but lord Mansfield ?~-* Who was that: judge, who, 
to fave the King's brother,, affirmed that a man 
of the firft rank and quality, who obtains a ver- 
dict in a fuit for criminal co»verfatio«u is irititled 
to no greater damages than the meaneft mechanic ? 
••—Lord Mansfield.— Who is it makes commiflio- 
ners o§ the great feal ?— Lord Mansfield,— Who 
is it forms a decree for thafocomraiffieners, de- 
ciding agsiaft Lord Chatham, and afterwards, 
(finding himfeif oppofed by the judges) declares 
in parliament* that he never had a doubt, that 
the law was in direct opposition- to that decree ? 
Lord MansfiM.-^Who* is he, that ha*made it the 
ftudy and practice of his» Hie to. undermine and 
alter the whole fyftem of jurisprudence in the 
court of king's-bench ? — Lord Mansfield, There 
never exifted a man but himfclf, who anfwered 
exactly to fo complicated a defcription. Com* 
pared tc* thefe enormities, his original attachment 
to the Pcetender, (to -whom his, deareft brother 
was confidential fecretary) is a virtue of the firft 
magnitude. But the hour, of impeachment nmll 
come, and neither he nor Grafton fhall efcape me. 
Now let them make common canfe again ft England 
and the houfe of Hanover. A Stuart and a Mur- 
ray ffatjuld fympathize with each other* 

When. I refer to fignal inftanc.es of unpopular 
epmions delivered, and maintained by men, who 

Vol. II S ' •" ma> 
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may well be fuppofed to have no view but th« 
public good, I do not mean to renew the difcuf* 
fion of fuch opinions. I fliould be forty to re- 
vive the dormant queftions of /«»#*#> corn bill % 
or prefs warrant. I mfcan only to illuftrate one 
ufeful propofition, which it is the intention of 
this paper to inculcate %—tbat <weJbouU not gene- 
rally rejtf the friendjbip or Jervices of any man, 
becaufe be differs from us in a particular opinion. 
This will not appear a fuperfluous caution, if we 
obferve the ordinary conduct of mankind. In 
public affairs, there is the leaft chance of a per* 
feft concurrence of fentinient or inclination. Yet 
every man is able to contribute fomething to the 
common ftock, and no man's contribution fhould 
be rejected. If individuals have no virtues, their 
vices may be of ufe to us. I care not with what 
principle the new-born patriot is animated, if 
the meafures he fupports are beneficial to the 
community. The nation is interefted in his con* 
dud. His motives afe his own. The properties 
of a patriot are periihable in the individual, but 
there is a quick fucceflion of fubjedts, and the 

breed is worth preferving. The fpirit of the 

■■ Americans may be a ufeful example to us. Our 
dogs and horfes are only Englifh upon Engliih 
ground. But patriotifm, it feems, may be im- 
proved by tranfplanting 4 will not rejecl t 
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bill, which tends to confine parliamentary privi- 
lege within reafonable bounds, though it fliould 
be ftolen from the houfe of Caven&jb, and in- 
troduced by Mr. Onflow. The features of the 
infant are a proof of the defcent, and vindicate 
the noble birth, from the bafenefs of the adop- 
tion. I willingly accept of a farcafm from co- 
lonel Barn, or a fimile from Mr* Bourkt. Even 
the filent vote of Mr. Calcraft is worth reckon- 
ing in a divifion.— -What though he riots in the 
plunder of the army, and has only determined 
to be- a patriot, when he could not be a peer ?— 
Let us profit by the afliftance of fuch men, while 
they are with us, and place them, if it be pofli- 
ble, in the pod of danger, to prevent defertion. 
The wary Wedderburne, the gentle Suffolk, never 
threw away the fcabbard, nor ever went upon a 
forlorn hope. They always treated the King's 
fervants as men, with whom, fome time or other, 
they might poffibJy be in friendfhip. — When a 
man, who Hands forth for the public, has gone 
that length, from which there is no practicable 
retreat, — when he has given that kind of perfo- 
nal offence, which a pious Monarch never par- 
dons, I then begin to think him in earneft, and 
that he never will have occafion to folicit the for- 
givenefs of his country.— But inftances of a de- 
termination fo in tire and unreferved are rarely 
S % met 
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met with, Let ur take, mankind, as they are. 
Let us diftribute the virtues and abilities of indi- 
viduals according to the offices they affedt, and 
when they quit the fervice, let us endeavour to 
ftfpply their places with better men than we have 
loft. In this country, there are always candi- 
dates enough for popular favour. The temple of 
Fame- is the Aorteft paiTage to riches and prefer- 
ment. » 

Above all things, let me guard my country- 
men againft the meanefs and folly of accepting 
of *t trifling or moderate compen&tion for extra- 
ordinary and eflential injuries. Our enemies treat 
us, ap the cunning trader does the unfkilful In- 
dian. They magftify their own generofity, when 
they give us bawbles, of little proportionate va- 
lue, for ivory and gold. The fame houfe of 
commons, who robbed the conftituent body of 
their right of free ele&ion, who prefumed to make 
a law, under pretence of declaring it, who paid 
our good King's debts, without once inquiring 
how they were incurred, who gave thanks for re- 
peated murders committed at home, and for na- 
tional infamy incurred abread, who fcreened lord 
Mansfield*, who imprifoned the magistrates of the 
metropolis tor aliening the fubjetts right to the 
protection of the laws, who erafed a judicial re- 
cord, and ordered all proceedings in a criminal 

fuit 
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fiiit to be fufpended $ — this very houfe of com- 
mons have gracioufly confented that their own 
members may be compelled to pay their debts, 
and that contefted elections fhall for the future be 
determined with fome decent regard to the merits 
of the cafe. The event of the fuit is of no con-> 
fequence to the crown. While parliaments are 
fepteimial, the purchafe of the fitting member or 
of the petitioner makes but the difference of a 
day.*r~Conceffions, fuch as thefe, are 6f little 
moment to the Aim of things ; uniefs it be to 
prove, that the worft of men afe ierilible of the 
injuries .they have done us, and perhaps to de~ 
monftrate to 'us the imminent, danger of x>m fhuv 
ation* In the mjpwreck of the ftate, trrftes float 
and are preferved i while tvtTy thing foKd and va>" 
luable finks to the bottom, and is loft for ever. 

JUNIUS,; 
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LETTER XIV. 



TO LORD CHIEF JUSTICE MANSFIELD. 



MY LORD, Nov. z, 1771. 



A. 



lT the intcrccflion of three of your country- 
men, you have bailed a man, who, I pre- 
fume, is alfo a Scotchman^ and whom the Lord 
Mayor of London has refafed to bail I do not 
mean to enter into an examination of the partial, 
finifter motives of your eondutt ; but, confining 
myfelf ftriftly to the fa&, I affirm, that you have 
done that, which by law you were not warranted 
to do. The thief was taken in the theft ;-~-the 
ftolen goods were found upon him, and he made 
no defence. In thefe circumftances, (the truth 
of which you dare not deny, becaufe it is of pub- 
lic notoriety) it could not (land indifferent whe- 
ther he was guilty or not, much lefs could there 
be any prefumption of his innocence ; and, in 
thefe circumftances, I affirm, in contradiction to 
YOU, Lord Chief Justice Mansfield, 
that by the laws of England, he was ml bailable. 

If 
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If ever Mr. Eyre fliould be brought to trial, we 
fhall hear What you have to fay for yourfelf 1 and I 
pledge myfelf, before God and my country, in 
proper time and place, to make good my charge 
<againft you. 

JUNIUS. 
L E T T E fe XV. 



ADDRESSED TO THE PRINTER OF TH$ PUB- 
LIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 9 Nov. 1771. 

J UNIUS engages to make good his charge againft 
Lord Chief Juftice Mansfield, fome time before the 
meeting of parliament, in order that the houfeof 
commons may, if they think proper, make it one 
article in the impeachment of the faid Lord Chief 
Jujlice. 



LET- 
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L E T T E R XVI. 

TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF GRAFTON. 



w* 



Nov. 28, 1 771. 



HAT is the reafon* my Lord, that when 
almoft every man in the kingdom* without dis- 
tinction of principles or party, exults in the ri- 
diculous defeat of Sir James Lowther, when good 
and bad men unite in one common opinion of 
that baronet, and triumph in his diftrefe, as if 
the event (without any reference to vice or vir- 
tue) were interefting to human nature, your Grace 
alone fliould appear fo miferably depreffed and 
afflicted ? In fuch univerfal joy, I kabwnot where 
you will look for a compliment of condolence, 
unlefs you appeal to the tender, Sympathetic fbr- 
rows of Mr. Bradfhaw. That cream-coloured 
gentleman's tears, affecting as they are, carry 
confoiation along with them. He never weeps, 
but, like an April fliower, with a lambent ray of 
funfhine upon his- countenance.^Froiri the feel- 
ings of honeft men, upon this joyful occafion, I 
do not mean to draw any conclufion to your 

Grace. 
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Grace. They naturally rejoice, when they fee- a 
fignal inftance of tyranny refilled with fuccefs ;•— 
of treachery expo fed to the derifion of the world 1 
—an infamous informer defeated, and as impudent 
robber dragged to the public gibbet.^- But, in 
the other clafs of mankind, I own I ; expected to 
meet the duke of Grafton.. Men, who have no 
regard for juftice,. nor any fenfe of honour, feem. 
as heartily pleafed with Sir James Lowther's well- 
deferved punilhment, as if it did not conftitute 
an example againft themfelves. The unhappy 
baronet has no friends, even among thole who 
jefemble him* You, my. lord, are not yet re- 
duced to (6 deplorable a ftate of' dereliction.— 
Every villain in the kingdom is your friend ; and, 
in -compliment to fuch friendship, I think you 
ihould fuffer your di final, countenance to clear up. 
fiefides, my lord j— I am a little anxious for the 
confiftency of your character. You violate your 
own rules of decorum,, when* you do not infult- 
tie man, whom you have betrayed. 

The divine juftice of retribution feems now to. 
have begun its progrefs. Deliberate treachery 
intails punifhment upon the traitor, There is 
no poffibility of efcaping ir» even in the higheft 
rank, to which the confent of fociety can exalt 
the meaneft and worft of men.. The forced* un- 
natural union of Luttreli and Mi^dlefex was an 

Vox.«.Hi T oroea 
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omen of another ..unnatural union, by which tn- 
defeafible infamy is attached to the houfe ofBrunf- 
wick. If one of thofeafts was virtuous and ho- 
nourable, the bed of princes, I thank God, is 

happily rewarded for it by the other.- Your 

Grace, it has been f aid % had fome ftiare in recom- 
mending colonel Luttrell to the king ;•* or was 

it only the gentle Bradihaw, who made himfeif 
anfwerable for. the good behaviour of his. friend? 
An intimate connection has long fubfifted between 
him and the worthy lord Irnham. It arofe from 
a fortunate fimilarity of principle, cemented by 
the conftant meditation of their common friend, 

Mifs Davis. * 

Yet 

* There is a certain family in this country, on which oa* 
tare feeras to have emailed an hereditary hafenefs of difpofi- 
tion. As far as their hi ftory has been known, the fon has 
regularly improved uj on the vices of the father, and has ta- 
ken care to iranfmit them pure and undeminiftied into the bo- 
fom of bis fucceflbr. In the fenate, their abilities have c n- 
fined them to thofe humble, fordid fervices, in which the 
fcavengers of the m'niftry are ufually emplojel. But in ihe 
memoirs of private treachery, they (land irft and unrivalled. 
The following ftory will fcxve to illuftrate the characttr of 
this resectable family, and to convince the world that the 
prefent pofleflbr has as clear a title to the infamy of his an* 
ceflotj, as he has to their eftate. It deferves to be recorded 
for the curiofky of the fa£t, and fhould be given to the public 
at a warning to every boned member o&fociety, 

Thi 
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Yet I confefc I fliould be forty that the op- 
probrious infamy of this match ihotUd reach be* 
yond the family. We have now a better reafott 
than ever to pray for the long life of the beft df 
princes, and the welfare- of his royal iffue.-*~l 
will not mix any thing ominous with my prayers ; 
but let parliament look to it* A Luttrell fliall 
never fucceed tr> the crown of England. If the 
Hereditary virtues of the family deferve a ! king* 
dom f Scotland will be-a proper retreat for them. 

The prefcnt Lord Irnham, who is now in the decline of 
life, lately cultivated the 1 acquaintance of a yduriger brother 
of a family, With which he-had lived m-forte de^re> of 1 inti- 
macy and friend(hip. The young iran had long- baen the 
dope of a riiofl unhappy attachment to a common proftitute. 
Htv friend*' and relations fbrefaw the donftqtience* of this 
connexion, and did every tbfng that depended upea item to 
fave him from ruin-. Bat he had a friend in Lord Irnham* 
wfaofe rfdvice rendered all their endeavours ineffe&ual . This 
hoary ktcHer, riot content with the enjoyment of his friend's 
miftrefs* was bate endugh to take advantage of the paiftons 
and folly of a. young man* and pet foaned him to- marry her. t 
He defcended even to perform th* office of father to the profti- 
toTe". Re* gave her to his friend, wh6 was on the point of 
Jeavii% the kiogddro-, and tfce neit night lay with her him. 
fejf. 

Whether the depravity of the human heart can produce 
arfy thing more bafe and deteftable than this fad, mail be 
left undetermined, until the fan fcall arrive at his father's 
age and experience. 

The 
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The next is a moft remarkable inftance of the 
goodncfe of Providence. The juft law of reta- 
liation has at lad overtaken the little, contemp- 
tible tyrant of the North. To this fon^in-law of 
your deareft friend the earl of Bute, you meant to 
transfer the Duke of Portland s property ; and 
you haftened the grant, with aft expedition un- 
known to the treafury, that he may have it time 
enough to give a decifive turn to the election for 
the county. The immediate confequence of this 
flagitious robbery was, that he loft the election, 
which you meant to infure him, and with fuck 
fignal circumftances of fcorn, reproach, and in- 
fnlt, (to fay nothing of the general exultation of all 
parties) as, (excepting the king*s brother-in-law, 
colonel Luttrell, and old Simon his father-in-law,) 
hardly ever fell upon a gentleman in this country. 
In the event, he lofes the very property, of 
which he thought he bad gotten poueifiori ; and 
after an expence, which would have paid the va- 
lue of the land in queftion twenty times over. ■ 
The forms of villany, you fee, are neceflarjr to 
its fuccefs. Hereafter you will act with greater 
circumfpection, and not drive fo directly to your 
object. To fnatcb a grace, beyond the reach of 
common treachery, is an exception, not a rule. 

And 
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And now, my good Lord, does not your con- 
fcious heart inform you, that the juftice of retri- 
bution begins to operate, and that it may foon 
approach your perfon ? — Do you think that Junius 

has renounced the Middlefex election ? Or that 

the king's timber fliall be f efufed to the royal navy 

with impunity? Or that you fliallhear no more 

of the fale of that patent to Mr. Hine, which you 
endeavoured to flcreen by fuddenly dropping your 
profecution of Samuel Faugh an > when the rule 
againft him was made abfolute ?**— I believe in- 
deed there never was luch an inftance in all the 

hi&ory of negative impudence.' But it fliall not 

fave you.' The very funfhine you live in is a 
prelude to your diflblution. Whea you are ripe, 

you ihall be plucked. 

JUNIUS. 

P. S. I beg you will convey to our gracious mat- 
ter, my humble congratulations upon the glori- 
ous fuccefs of peerages and penfions, fo iaviihly 
diftributed as the rewards of Irifii virtue. 



Tk 
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The following A&vertifemtit is thought netejfary td 
he infer ted to give our Readers an Opportunity of 
examining at large the Refolutions of the Supporters 
of the Bill of Rights on July 23, 1771, on which 
Junius'* letter to Mr. Wilkes is founded. 

Londok Tavern, July 23, 1)71. 
SUPPORTERS of the BILL, of RIGHTS. 
SAVAGE BARRELL> Efq. in the Chair, 



RESOLVE b 9 



T* 



HAT the preamble, with the articles report* 
ed this day from the committee, be printed and 
■publi/hed from this fociety. 

Whoever ferioufly confiders the conduct of ad- 
miniftration both at home and abroad, can hardly 
entertain a dciubt, that a plan is formed to fubvert 
the conftitution. 

In the fame manner, whoever attentively exa- 
mines into the proceedings of the prefent Houfe of 
Commons, muft apprehend, that fuch another 
Houfe for feven years, after the termination of 

the 
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the prefent Pailiament, would efFe&ually accom- 
plifli the views of the court, and leave no hope of 
redrefc but in an appeal to God. 

The Middlefex election, taken on ks true 
ground 1 the employment of the (landing army 
in St. George's fields i the grafting half a million, 
without enquiring into the expenditure of the 
civil lift money, and upon the dangerous princi- 
ple of confidering the debts of the civil lift as the 
debts of the nation 5 and encroaching, to difcharge 
them, upon the finking fund, the great fuppoft of 
public credit 1 the attempts made on juries,, the 
laft facred bulwark of liberty and law ; the arbi- 
trary and venal hand with which government is 
conducted in Ireland ; the new and moil unconfti* 
tutional mode of raifing a revenue on the people of 
America, without afking the confent of their re- 
presentatives : the introduction of an, universal 
excife in America, inftead of the laws of cuftoms ; 
the advancing the military above the civil power, 
[ and employing troops to awe the legiflature :— 
AH thefe are meafures of fo mark'd, fo mifchie- 
vous a nature, that it is impoflible they fhould be 
unfelt or mifunderftood ; Yet thefe are ineafures 
which the Houfe of Commons have accjuiefced in, 
countenanced, or executed. 

If 
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If the pre fen t Hpufe of Commons then have 
given fuch vital wounds to the conftitution, who 
is it can doubt, who is it can hope, that the con- 
duct Of fuch another houfe, will not be mortal to 
our liberties ? r 

The trufiees of the people fhould be pure of all 
interefted communication with the court, or its mi- 
nifters *. yet the corrupt correfpondence between 
the members of the houfe and the court, is as no- 
torious now as, it is abhorrent from every great and 
good purpofe of their inftitution. Placemen, pen- 
fipnecs, contractors,, and receivers of lottery tickets 
abound to fuch a. degree in the Houfc of Com- 
mons, that, it is impoflible a houfe fo conflicted 
can do. their duty, to the people. 

It mull, be plain to the mod common apprehen- 
fion, that men* deputed by the people, to watch 
over and guard their rights againft the crown and 
its miniftefs, and, for, thaj purpofe,. veiled with 
tjie tranfcendent powers of refuting aid to the one, 
apd impeaching the otfier, can never duty exe&- 
cife thofe powers, or, fulfil the intention of their 
eleflion, if they, are kept in pay of that crown 
and thofe minifters. What is the plain and inevi- 
table confequence then of entrufting fuch%en with 
the guardian- flii p of our, rights, but that our*righ$s 
muft be betrayed and violated? Thus we have 

feen 
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feea a Houfe of Commons infringing, as the 
court had pre-ordained* the facred birthright of 
the people in the freedom of elctlion j erazing a 
judicial record; committing to the tower, and 
threatening with impeachment, the friends of 
the people, and the defenders of the law ; while 
the favourites of the court are fuffered to fport 
with the laws, and trample on the constitution, 
not only with impunity, but with .approbation ; 
curbing the people rigoroufly, and without feel* 
ing ; while they uphold minifters, who are ab- 
horred by the nation, in the moil dangerous and 
alarming exertions of power ; granting money 
with the mod liberal, the mod licentious hand, 
to thofe minifters againft whom the voice of the 
people calls loudly for impeachment. We have 
a fufpefting people, and a confiding reprefenta- 
tive ; a complaining people, and ah exulting 
reprefentative * a remonftrating people, and an 
addrefling, adulating reprefentative ;-— a repre- 
Tentative, that is an engine of oppreffion in the 
hand of the crown, infcead of being a grand con- 
trouling inque ft in favour of the people. Such a 
reprefentative is a monfter in tfee conftitution, 
which muft fill every confiderate man with grief, 
alarm, aftonifhment, and indignation* 

Vol. II. U tt 
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It is corruption that has engendered, surfed 
and nourished this monfter. Againft fuch corrup- 
tion, then, all men, who . value the preftrvation 
of their deareft rights, are called upon to unite. 
Let us remember, that weourfelves, our children, 
and our pofterity, muft be freemen, or Oaves; as 
we preferve or proftitute the noble birthright our 
anceftors bequeathed us : For mould this corrup- 
tion be once firmly rooted, we fhall be an undone 
people. 

Already it is fixed among the reprefentative, 
and we tafte, a thoufand ways, the bitter fruit 
which it produces, fhould it extend equally to 
the electors, we muft fall, as Greece and Rome 
have fallen, by the fame means, from the fame 
liberty and glory, to flavery, contempt and 
wretched nefs. 

Imprefled with thefe ideas, the gentlemen who 
conipofe the Society of the Bill of Rights, have 
determined to ufe their utmoft endeavours to ex- 
terminate this corruption, by providing for the 
freedom of election, the equal reprefentation of 
the people, the integrity of the reprefentative, 
and the redrefs of grievances; It is their great wifli 
to render the Houfe of Commons what it confti- 
tutionally ought to be, the temple of liberty. 
"Willi thefe views they have drawn up the follow- 
ing 
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irig articles, which they now fubmit to the elec- . 
tow of Great Britain. At the fame time they 
with great deference, take the liberty of recom- 
mending to the independant electors to form 
thofe articles into a folemn declaration, which 
the candidates, whom they fupport, fhall be re- 
quired as the indifpenfible condition of their be- 
ing fupported to fign and feal, publicly, at the • 
general meeting, or at the place of election^ bin- 
ding themfelves, by oath, to a due and facred 
obfervance of what is therein contained. 

The declaration fo executed, may be depofi- 
ted in the hands of the coroner, clerk of the 
peace, or magiftrate before whom the oath was 
made, as a public memorial of what the confli- . 
tuent has demanded, and the reprefentative has 
pledged himfelf to perform, 

1 . You fhall confent to no fupplies, without a 
previous redrefs of grievances 

2. You fhall promote a law, fubjecting each 
candidate to an oath, againft having ufed bribery! 
or any other illegal means of comparing his elec;- <■ 
tion. 

3. You fhall promote to f the utmoft of your 
power, a full and equal reprefentation of the peo- 
ple in parliament. 

. . U 2 4- You 
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4. You fliall endeavour to reftore annual par* . 
iiaments. 

5. You fliall promote a penfion and place-bill, 
enacting, That any member, who receives a 
place, penfion, contract, lottery-ticket, or any 
other emolument whatfbever from the crown, or 
enjoys profit from any fuch place, penfion, &c 
fiiall not only vacate his feat, but be abfolutely 
ineligible during his continuance under fuch un- 
due influence. 

6. You (hall impeach the minifters who advifed 
the violating the right of the freeholders in the 
Middlesex election ; and the military murders in 
St. George's Fields. 

7. You fhall make ftrift enquiry into the con- 
duel of judges touching juries. 

8. You fhall make Uriel enquiry into the ap- 
plication of the public money. 

9. You fhall ufe your utmoft endeavours to have 
the refolution of the Houfe of Commons, expun- 
ged, by which the magi fixates of the city of Lon- 
don were arbitrarily imprisoned, for ftridtly ad- 
hering to the charter and their oaths ; and alio 
that refolution by which a judicial record was era- 
zed to flop the courfe of juftice. 

10. You ihal! attend to the grievances of our 
fellow-fubjecls in Ireland, and fecond the com- 
plaints they may bring to the throne. 

11. You 



LETTERS. 149 

1 1 . You fliall endeavour to reftore to America 
the effential right of taxation, by reprefentatives 
of their own free election ; repealing the acts pat- 
fed in violation of that right, fince the year 1763 » 
and the univerfal excite, fo notorioufly incompa- 
tible with every principle of Brilifli liberty, which 
has been lately fubftituted, in the €01001682 for 
the laws of cuftoms. 



LET- 
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LETTER XVI. 

ExtraS of a letttr fent to Jtbn Wilkis, EJqi from 
Junius, to fa preftnttd to iht Supporters of the Bill 
of Rights. 



A. 



k Man, who honeftly engages in'a public caufe, 
muft prepare himfelf for events, which will at 
once demand his utmoft patience, and roufe his 
warmeft indignation. I feel myfelf, at this mo- 
ment, in the very fituation I defcribe ; yet from 
the common enemy I expett nothing but hoftili- 
ties againft the people. It is the condud of our 
friends that furprizes and afflicts me. I cannot 
but refent the injury done to the common caufe 
by the alfembly at the London Tavern, nor can I 
conceal from you my own particular difappoint- 
ment. They had it in their power to perform a 
real, effectual fervice to the nation ; and we ex- 
pected from them a proof, not only of their zeal, 
but of their judgment. Whereas the meafure 
they have adopted is fo fhamefully injudicious, 
with regard to its declared object, that, in my 
opinion, it will, and reafonably ought, to make 
their zeal very queftionable with the people they 
mean to ferve. When I fee a meafure, excellent 

in 
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in itfelf, and not abfolutely unattainable, either 
not made the principal object, or extravagantly 
loaded with conditions palpably abfurd or im- 
practicable, I cannot eafily fatisfy myfelf, that 
the man, who propofes it, is quite fo fincere as 
he pretends to be. You at leaft, Mr. Wilkes, 
Should have fhewn more temper and prudence, 
and a better knowledge of mankind. No per* 
fonal refpefts whatfoever fliould have perfuaded 
you to concur in thefe refolurjons. But my own 
zeal, I perceive, betrays me: I will endeavour 
to keep a better guard upon my temper, and ap- 
ply to your judgment in the moil cautious and 
meafured language. 

I object, in the fir ft place, to the bulk, and 
much more to the (Hie of your refolutions. of the 
23d of July ; though fame part of the preamble is 
as pointed as I could wifii, you talk of yourfelves 
with too much authority and importance. By 
aifuming this falfe pomp and air of con&quence* 
you either give general difguft, or* what is infi* 
lutely more dangerous, you expofe yourfelves to. 
be laughed at. The Engliih are a fastidious 
people, and will not fub mi t to he talked to in fo 
high a tone, by a ftt of private gentlemen, of 
whom they know nothing, but that they call 
themfelves Supporter* of the Biti 0/ Rights. There 
are queffions* which, in good policy, yon ihould 

never 
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never provoke the people in general to aflc them- 
felves. At the fame time, Sir, I am far from 
meaning to undervalue the inftitution of this fo- 
ciety. On the contrary, I think the plan was ad- 
mirable ; that it has already been of lignal fervice 
to the public, and may be of much greater ; and 
I do moft earneftly wifli, that you confider of, and 
promote a plan for forming constitutional clubs 
all through the kingdom. A meafure of this 
kind would alarm government more, and be of 
more effential fervice to the catlfe, than any thing 
that can be done relative to new modelling the 
Houfe of Commons. You fee then, that my ob- 
jections are directed to the particular meafure, not 
to the general inftitution. 

In the confideration of this meafure, my firft 
objcftion goes to the declared purpofe of the refo* 
lutions in the terms and mode in which you have 
defcribed it, viz. the extermination of corruption. 
In my opinion, you grafp at the impoffibk^ and loft 
the really attainable. Without plaguing you or 
niyfelf with a logical argument upon a fpeculative 
que (lion, I willingly appeal to your own candour 
and judgment. Can any man, in his fen fes affirm, 
that, as things are now circumftanced in this 
Country, it is poflible to exterminate corruption ? Do 
you ferioufly think it poflible to carry through 
both houfe* fuch a place-bill as you defcribe in the 

Iftk 
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fifth article ; or, fuppofing it carried, that it would 
not be invaded ?- When you talk of contracts and 
lottery, tickets, do you think that any human kw. 
can really prevent their being diftributed and ac- 
cepted ? In ftott. Sir, would you bent fide, and 
as a man of honour, give is for your expectation • 
and opinion, that there is- a (ingle county or 
borough i» the kingdom* that will form the de- 
claration recommended to them in theie refolu- 
tions, and inforce it upon the candidates ? For 
myfelf, I will tell you freely, hot what I tbink y but 
what I ktmti}. the fefeiutions are either totally 
neglected io the country, or, if read, are laughed . 
at, and by people who mean. as well to the caufe.* 
A3 any of us.. 

With regard to the articles taken feperately. . 
I own- I< au> concerned to fee that the great, 
condition, . which ought to be tht ftne qua non of 
parliamentary qualification* which ought to be 
the balis, as it aifilredfy.wiH be the only fupport 
of every barrier raifedin defence of the conflitu- 
tofljl mean a declaration upon oafb tojhorten tb* 
duration \ of Parliaments, ,rs redueed to |the fourth 
rank ia the efteetn of the foci ety, and, even in 
that place, fa*, from- being tended on with firm- 
ne& and vehemence, feem* to have been parties 
Idrly flighted in the e*preffion, yoa Jhall endear cur r 
tyrefior* annual parliaments. Arc the fe the terms, , 
Vot.. II; X. which. 
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which men who are in earneft make ufe of* when 
the folus reipufrlic* is at ftake I I expedfced other 
language from Mr. Wilkes. Befides ray objection 
in point of form, I difapprove highly of the mean* 
ingof the 4th article, as it (lands,-*- Whenever 
the queftion fhall be -ferioufly agitated, 1 will en- 
deavour (and if I live, wUlaiTuredly attempt it) to 
convince the Englifh nation by arguments, to my 
underftanding unanswerable, that they ought to 
infift upon a triennial, and banifh the idea of an 
annual parliament. 

Article 1 . The term* of the firft article would 
have been very proper a century or two ago, but 
they are not adapted to the prefent date of the 
conftitution. The King does not aft dircSly either 
in impofing or redreflfcng grievances.. We need not 
now bribe the crown to do us juftice * and, as 
to the refufal. of fupplies, we might puniili our- 
felves indeed* but it would be no way compulfory 
upon the King, With refneft to his Civil-Lift, he 
'is already independant, or might be fo, if he bad 
cpmmon fenfe, or common {efoiution i and, as for 
refufing to vote the army or navy, I hope we ftiaii 
never be mad enough tp try an experiment, every 
way fo hazardous. But, in fa&, the effort would 
be infinitely too great for the occaflon. All we 
v ant is an honeft representative, or at leaft fuch a 
one, as will h^ve fome refpeft for the condiment 

body 
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body, Formerly the Hotife of Commons was 
compelled to bargain with the Sovereign. At 
prefent they may prefcribe their own eondittons. 
So much, in general, for grievances : as to par- 
ticular grievances, almoft all thofe we edmplain 
of are, apparently, the a£ts either of the Lords 
or the Commons. The appointment of unworthy 
nrinifters, is not ftrrftly a grievance, (that is a le- 
gal fubjedt of complaint to the King) until thofe 
minifters are arraigned and convi&ed in due 
courfe of law. If* after that, the King fliould 
perfift in keeping them in office, it would be a 
grievance in the ftrid, legal fenfe of the word, and 
would undoubtedly juftify rebellion according to 
the forms, as well as thefpirit of the constitution. 
1 am far from condemning the late addreffes to 
the throne, they ought to be inceflantly repeated. 
The people by the fingular fituation of their 
affaiis, are compelled to do the duty of the Houfe 
of Commons. 

Article 2. I objeft to the fecond article, be- 
caufe I think that multiplying oaths is only mul- 
tiplying perjury. Befides this, I am fatisfied that, 
with a triennial parliament (and without it all 
other provifions are nugatory) Mr. Grenville's 
bill is, or may be made, a fufficient guard again ft 
any grofs, Or flagrant offences in this way. 

X % Article 
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Art'icU 3. The terms of tbc third article are tod 
loofe and indefinite to make a drftincl or ferbirt 
impreflion. That the people are not equally and 
fully reprefented is uoqueftioaable. But let us 
take care what we attempt. We may demolish 
the venerable fabric we intend to repair ; and 
"where is the ftrength and virtue to ere6t a better 
in its (lead ? I foouldnot, for my own part, be 
fo much moved at the corrupt and odious pra&ifes, 
by which inconsiderable men get into parliament % 
nor even at the want of a perfect repreientation, 
(and certainly nothing can be lefs reconcileable 
to the theory than the prefent pradice of the 
conftitution) if means couki be found to compel 
fuch men to do their duty (in efientiaU at leaft) 
when they art in Parliament. Now, Sir, I am 
convinced that, if fhortening the duration of Par* 
liaments (which in effect is keeping the repre*. 
tentative under the rod of the conftituent) be not 
made the bafis of our new parliamentary juri (pru- 
dence, other checks or improvements figoify 
nothing. On the contrary, if this be made the 
foundation, other meafures may come jn aid, and 
as auxuilaries, be of confiderable advantage, 
Lord Chatham's project, for inftance, of increa- 
fing the number of Knights of Shires, appears 
to me admit table, and the moment we have ob- 
tained a triennial Parliament} it ought to be tried. 

As 
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As to tutting away thetotten boroughs, I am as 
tnath offended as any man at feeing {q many of 
them under the direclinfluence of the Crown, or 
at the difpoftl of private perfons, yet I own 1 
have both doubts and apprehenfions, in regard 
to the remedy you propofe. I mail be charged, 
perhaps with an unufual want of political intre- 
pidity, when I bemeftly confefs to you, that 1 am 
ftartled at the idea of fo exterifrve an amputation, 
In the iirft place, I queftion the power Je jut*, 
of the legislature to disfranchise a number of 
boroughs upon the general ground of improving 
trie coaftitution. There cannot be a doctrine 
more fatal to the liberty and property we are con- 
tending for, than that which confounds the idea 
of a fafrme And an ^mbitrmy kgiflature. I need 
not point out to you, the fatal purpofes to which 
it has been, and may be repeated. If we are 
fincere in the political creed we profefs^ there 
are many things which we ought to affirm, cannot 
be done by Kings, Lords', and Commons. Among 
theie I reckon the disfranchifing a borough with 
a genera^, view to improvement. I confider it as 
equivalent to robbing the parties concerned, of 
their freehold, of their birthright. I fay, that 
although this birthright may be forfeited, or the 
cxercife of it fufpended in particular cafes, it 
cannot be taken away by a general law, for any 

real 
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real or pretended purpoTe of improving the con> 
ftitution. I believe there is no power in this coun- 
try to make fuch a law. Suppdfing the attempt 
made, I am perfuaded you canfeot mean that 
either Kings w Lords- mould take an active 
part ink. A bill which only touches the repre*- 
fentation of the people, muft originate in the 
Houfe of Commons, in the formation and mode 
of palling it. The exclufive right of the Com- 
mons mud be aflerted as fcrupuloufly as in the 
cafe of a money bill. Now, Sir, I fliould be 
glad to know by what kind of reafoning it can be 
proved, that there is a power vefted in the repre^- 
tentative to deftroy his immediate conftituentt 
from whence could he poffibly derive it ? A cour- 
tier, I know, will be ready enough to maiatara 
the affirmative. The doctrine fuits him exactly, 
becaufe it gives an unlimited operation to the in- 
fluence of the crown. But we, Mr. Witkes> muft 
hold a different language. It is no anfwer to me 
to fay, that the bill, when it paiTes the Houfe of 
Commons, is the act of the majority, and not of 
the repreferitatives of the particular boroughs con- 
cerned. If the majority can disfranchife ten 
boroughs why not twenty ? Why not the whole 
.kingdom ? Why ihould not they make their own 
feats in parliament, for life t When the fepten- 

ntal act pa fled, the legiflature did what apparently 

and 
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and palpably they had no power to do j but 
they did more than people in general were awar* 
of, they disfrancbifed the whole kingdom for four 
years. For argument's fake, I will now fuppofe, 
that tie expediciency of the meafure, and the pow- 
er of Parliament were unqueftionable. Sti.l you 
will find an infiirmoun table difficulty in the exclu- 
fion. When all your inftruments of amputation 
are prepared-r-when the unhappy patient lies 
bound at your feet, without the poflibility of re- 
fiftance, by what infallible rule will you direct 
the operation ? When you propofe to cut away 
the rotten parts, can you tell us what parts are 
perfectly (bund ? Are there any certain limits, in. 
fact or theory, to inform you 1 at what point you 
muft ftop-r-at what point the mortification ends ? 
To a> man fo capable of observation and reflection 
as you axe, it is unneceffary to fay all* that might, 
be (aid upon the: Subject. Belides that I approve 
highly of Lord Chatham's idea of " infilling a 
•-• portion of new health into the conftitution to 
" enable it to bear, it& infirmities," (a brilliant ex- 
predion, and full of intrinfic wifdom) other 
reaibns concur in perfuading me to adept it. I 
have no objection to paying him fuch compliments 
as carry a condition -with them, and either bind 
him firmly to the caufe or become the bittereft 

reproach 
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rtproach to him if he deferts it. Of this laft I 
have not the mod dtftant fupicion. There is 
another man, indeed, with whofe conduit I am,, 
not fo compleatly fatisfied. Y.et even be, 1 think,, 
has not refolution to do any thing flagrantly im- 
pudent in the face of, this. country. At the fame 
time that I think it good policy to pay.thofe com- 
pliments tp Lord Chatham, which in good truth 
be has nobly, deferved, I mould be glad to mor- 
tify thofe contemptible creatures, who call them- 
felves noblemen, whofe worthlefs importance 
depends intirely upon. their influence oner be* 
roughs, and cannot be fafely diuiinifbed, but by 
encreafing the powers of the counties at large. 
Among thefe men, I cannot but; diftinguiih the 
meaneft of the human fpecies, Che whole, race of 
the Conway*. I have but one word to add,— 1 
would not give repre fen rati yes to thofe great tra- 
ding towns,, which have none: at prefent. If the 
merchant and the manufacturer iraift be reaVy re- 
p^efentedj. let them become freeholders by their 
induftry, and let the reprefentation of the coun-- 
ty. be increafed. You will find the interruption 
of bufinefs in thofe towns, by the triennial riots 
and cabals of election, too dear a price for. the, 
nugatory privilege of feeding members. to parlia- 
ment. 

The 
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The remaining articles will not require a long 
difcuflionj of the 4th and 5 th articles I have 
fpoken already. 

Article 6. The meafures recommended in the 
forth are unexceptionable. My only doubt is, 
how can an aft apparently done by the Houfe of 
Commons be fixed, by fufficient, legal evidence, 
upon the Duke of Grafton or Lord North, of whofe 
guilt I am nevertheless tompleatiy fatisfied. As 
for Lord Weymouth and Lord Barfington, their 
own letters are a fufficient ground of impeachment. 
' Article *j. The feventh article is alfo Very pro- 
per and neceffary. The impeachment of Lord 
Mansfield, upon his own paper, is indifpenfible. 
Yet fuffer me 10 guard you againft the feducing 
idea of encouraging any bill, which may pretend 
to afcer(ain> while in reality it limits, the confti- 
tutional power of juries. 1 would have their right, 
to return a general verdift in all cafes whatfoever, 
confidered as a part of the conftitution* funda- 
mental, facred, and no more queftionabie by the 
legiflature, than whether the government of the 
country ihall be by King, Lords, and Commons. 
Upon this point, an enacting bill would be per- 
nicious 1 a declaratory bill, to fay the beft of it, 
ufelefi. 

Article 8. I think the eighth article would be 

more properly exprefTe'd thus: Tw Jball grant n§ 

Vol. II. Y mney 
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money t unhfs for fenvkes known /«, and approved 
of, by Parliament . TheHoufe of Commons are 
indeed too ready in granting large fums under the 
head of Extraordinwrieo incurred and not provided 
for. But, the accounts lie before them j— it. is 
their own fault if they do not examine them. The 
manner in which the late debt ypon the civil lift 
was pretended to be incurred, and really paid* de- 
mands a particular examination* Never was there 
a more impudent outrage offered to ft patient peo» 

pw.. 

Attkh 9. The ninth is indtfpenfible ; but I 
think the matter of it fitter for tnftru&ion, than 
the declaration you have in view. I am very 
apprehenfive of clogging the declaration, and 
making it too long. 

Articles la and 1 1 . In the tenth and eleventh 
you are civil to Ireland and America ; and if you 
mean nothing but oftentation, it may poffibly an* 
fwer your purpofe. Your care of Ireland is much 
to be commended. But, 1 think, in good po* 
licy, yeu may a$ well compleat a reformation at 
home, before you attempt to carry your improve- 
ments to fech a diftance. Clearing the fountain 
is the beft and fliorteft way to purify the ftrcam. 
As for taxing the Americans by their own repre* 
fpntatives, I confefs I do not perfectly underftand 
you. If you propofe that, in the oiucle of taia*. 

tion* 
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*fen, they ftould hereafter fee left to the authority 
•f their refpeftive aiTetablies, 1 mdft own* think; 
you had no bulinefs to revive a. queffion Which 
jhoutdy and probable would, have lab dofrtiant 
for e?«t. • If you mean that -the Americans fiibuW 
be authorifed to fend their reprefehtatrves to 'the 
British Parliament, I fltall be co-merited wr& re* 
ferfingy*u to what Mr. Bourfeehas fald upon this 
-&bjec>, and will not venture to add arty thing of 
ray own, for fear of dijeovering an offewfive difc 
regard of your opinion. Since. %h$ repeal of the 
4kamp*a$, I-fcfeoir tf'to a&s teh^Bnjj to tax the 
-Awtflflcans, except Aat wfcfch^reatfcs tfte 5 tea-»dtrty ; 
*qd even tbkt can hardly be called interna/. Yet 
it ought to be repealed, as an impolitic 'fed, not 
as an opprefTive one. I| preferyea the contention 
between the mother country and the colonies, 
when every thing worth contending for is in rea- 
lity given up. When this act is repealed, I pre- 
iume you wilt turn your thoughts to the poft- 
age of letters j a tax impofed by authority of 
parliament v and levied in the very heart of the 
colonies. I am not fufficiently informed upon the 
fubjelt of that excife, which you fay is fubftituted 
in North America to the laws of cuftoms, to de- 
liver fiich an opinion upon it as I would abide by. 
Vet I can eafily comprehend, that admitting, the 
jieceflity of raifing a revenue for the fupport of 
Y .z gQyern- 
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government there, gay other revenge laws, bat 
thofe of ezcife, would be nugatory in fuch a 
country as America. I fay this with great di&- 
dence as to the point in queftion, and with a po- 
fitiye proteft againft any conch&on ftom America 
to Great Britain. 

If thefe observations fliajt appear to defence the 
attention of the fociety, it is for tbtm. to coafider 
what ufe may be jnade of them* I know how 
difficult and irWbme it is to tread, back; the ftep* 
we have taken j yet if any part of what I have 
fiibnjitted to you carrie* r*afon and conviftio* 
with it, I hope that no faife <hame ^Ul influence 
our friends at the linden Ta*e;n. Let my opir 
niona be fairly examine^ 

JUNIUS 
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LETTER XVI. 

tO LQRP CHIEF JUSTICE MANSFIELD.. 

\\ ft January, 177a.. 

XttAYE undertaken to prove that when, ajt 
the interceffion of three of your countrymen, you 
bailed John Eyre, you did that, which by iayt 
you were not* warranted to. dp, and that a felon* 
under the circumftances, of being taken in the fact 
with the fiolen goods upon him, and making no der 
fence, is not bailable by the laws, of England. 
Your learned advocates have interpreted this 
charge into a denial, that the court of King's 
Bench, or the judges of that court during the 
vacation, have any greater, authority to bail foi 
criminal offences, than a juftice of peace. With 
the inftance before me, I am fuppofed to queftioa 
your power of doing wrong, and to deny the 
exiftence of a power, at the fame moment that I 
ariaign the illegal exercife of it. But the opi- 
nions of fuch men, whether wilful in their ma- 
lignity, or fmcere in their ignorance, are unwor- 
thy of my notice. You, Lord Mansfield, did 
not underftand me fo, and, I promife you, your 
caufe requires an abler defence.— I am now to 

• make 
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make good my charge again ft you. However 
dull my argument, the fuhjeQ of it is interefting. 
I mall be honoured with the attention of the 
public, and have a ' right to demand the atten- 
tion of the legislature. Supported, as I am, 
by the whole body of the criminal law of Eng- 
land, I have no doubt of eftabliming my charge. 
If, on your part, you fhould have no plain, 
fubftantial defence, tout mould endeavour to fliel- 
ter yourfelf under the quirk and jevafton of a 
pra&ifing lawyer, or under the mere, infulring 
aflertion of. power without right, the reputation 
you pretend to is gone for ever:— you ftand de- 
graded from the refpelt and authority of your 
office, and are no longer, Je jure, Lord Chief 
Juftice of England. This letter, my Lord, is 
addrefTed, not fo much to jvu, as to the public. 
Learned as you are, and quick in apprehenfion, 
few arguments are neceffary to fatisfy you, that 
you have done that, which by law you were not 
warranted to do. Your coufcience* already tells 
you, that you have finned agajnft knowledge, 
and that whatever defence you make contradias 
your own internal conviflion. But other men 
are willing enough to take the law upon truft. 
They rely upon authority, becaufe tbey are too 
indolent to fearch for information * or, conceiv- 
ing that tfeert is fome myftcry in the laws of 

their 
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ihxxr country, which lawyers only are qualified 
to explain, they diftruft their judgment, and 
voluntarily renounce the right of thinking for 
themfelves. With all the evidence of hiftory 
before them, from TrefilHun to Jefferhs 9 from 
Jtfferit+jU) MansfieUy they will not believe it poflrbie 
that a learned judge can act in direct contra* 
dictum to tbofe laws, which be is fuppofed to 
have made the fhrdy of his life, and which he 
has fwofn to adminifter faithfully. Superftition 
is certainly not the characteristic of this age. 
Vet fome men are bigoted in politics, who are 
infidels in religion. *-*-! da not deipair of making 
them aihained of their credulity* 
The charge I broiight againft jrou is expreffed 
in terms guarded and well xronlidered. They 
dp not deny the ftrict ffower of the judges of the 
Court of King's Bench to bail in cafes, not bail- 
able by a juftice Jof peace, nor replevifable by the 
common writ, or *x officii by the irtertfF. 1 well 
knew the practice of the court, and by what legal 
rules it ought to be directed. Bat, fag from 
meaning to (often or dimimih the force of thofe 
terms 1 have made ufe of, I now go beyond them, 
and affirm. 

I. That the fiipefior power of bailing for fek*. 
ny, claimed by the court of Kings Bench, ii 
founded upon: the opinion of Lawyers, and the 
practice of the court f-^-that the affent of the 

legiflature 
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legiflature to this power is merely negative, and 
that it is not fupported by any pofitive proviiion 
in any ftatute whatfoever.^If it be, produce the 
ftatute. 

II. Admitting that tbe judges of the court of 

King's Bench are vefted with a difcretionary power 
to examine and judge of circumftances and allega- 
tions, which a juftice of peace is not permitted to 
confider, I affirm that the judges, m the ufe and 
application of that difcretionary . power, are as 
fiddly bound by the $irit> intent, and meaning, 
as the juftice of peace is by the words of the 
legiflature. Favourable circumftances, alledged 
before the judge, may juftifya doubt whether the 
prifoner be guilty or not : and where the guilt is 
doubtful, a preemption of innocence fiiould, in 
general, be admitted. But when any fuch probable 
circumftances are alledged, they alter the ftate and 
condition of the prifoner. He is no longer that 
ati-but-convifted felon, whom the law intends, 
and who by law is mt bailable at alL If no cir- 
cumftances whatfoever are alledged in his fa- 
vour i — if no allegation whatfoever be made to 
leflen the force of that evidence, which the law 
annexes to a pofitive charge of felony, and par- 
ticularly to the fa£t of being taken nnitb the money, 
I then fay that the Lord Chief Juftice of England 
has no more right to bail him than a juftice of 
peace. The difcretion of an Engliih judge is not 

of 



t.E'T T:E r S. 169, 

of -mere wiH and pleafure ;—it is not arbitrary ;— 
it* is not capricious rbutj as that great lawyer, 
{whofe authority 1 wifli< you refpecled half as * 
much as I do) truly S*y*> * " Discretion, taken 
** as it ought tabe,. i% difcernere ftr legem quid -fit 
"jujhm. If it<be not directed by the right line 
"of the Jaw, itns a crooked cord, and appeareth 
" to be unlawful"-Mf discretion were arbitrary - 
in the judge, he might introduce wbat novel- 
ties he- thought proper ; bat fays Lord Coke, 
4€ - NoyeWes* without warrant of precedents are 
"tiQt to be allowed 1 {brae certain rules are to be 
** -folio wed i — Quicquid judicis autboritatifukjicitur, . 
" nvuitati nonfubjicitur •" and this (bund doctrine is 
applied to the Star-chamber, r a .court confeffedly 
arbitrary. . If. you will abide *by the authority of 
this great man, you jfhallJiave all the advantage 
of his, opinion, wherever k appears to favour you. 
Excepting the- plain, exprefs meaning of the 16- 
giflature, to which all private opinions mud give 
way, I xiefire no better judge between us than t 
Lord Coke. . 

. III. I affirm that* according -to the obvious; in- 
cUfpufrble! meaning of the tegiflature, repeatedly 
exprefTed, a perlbn pofiiively charged with feloni- 
yufiy : ft*aling and taken in flagrante. Jdifio, with the .• 
Yqi^II. Z ftoien .* 

* 4lnft. 41., 66,.',. 
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ilolen goods upon him* vin9t baibAk* The law 
confiders him as differing in nothing from a con* 
<vi8> but in the form of conviction, and whatever 
a cortupt judge may do, wiH accept of no fecu- 
rity, but the confinement of his body within four 
walls. I know it has been alledged in yotf? favour, 
that you have ^ftea bailed, far muvders, rapes, 
and other maaifeft crimes. Without qtteiHotring 
the fad, I ihall noiadaat that you^re to be jus- 
tified by your own example, if that were a pro- 
tection to you, iyhef*.is the crime, that as a 
judge, you might WH now fecureJy commit ? But 
neither fliall I fuffer myfetf to be drawn afide 
from my prefeat argument, nor y& to profit by 
your own wrong. t-» To prove the meaning and 
intent of the legjflature wjll require a minute and 
tedious deduction, To mveftig&te a queftion of 
law demands fome labour and attention, though 
very little genius or fegacity. As, a practical pro- 
feffion, the (ludy of the law. requires hut a mode* 
rate portion of abilities. The learning of a pleader 
is ufually upon a level with his integrity. The in- 
difcreminate defence of right and wrong contracts 
the underftanding while it corrupts the heart. 
Subtlety is foon uiiiiaken for wifdoai r ajid impu* 
pity for virtue. If there be any iaftances upon 
record, as fome there are uudoubtediy, of genius 

and 
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and morality united in a lawyer, they are diftin- 
guiihed by their Angularity, and operate as excep- 
tions. 

I muft folicit tbo'paticnce of my readers. This 
is no light matter, nor is it any more fufceptrble of 
ornament, than the conduit of Lord Mansfield is 
capable of aggravation. * 

As the law of bail* in charges of feJony, has 
been exa&ly afeertatned by «£b of the legislature, 
it is at prefent of little oosfequence to enquire how 
it ftood at common law, before the ftattite of 
Weftminfter. And yet it is worth the reader** at* 
tention to obfenre, hew nearly, in the ideas of *ur 
anceftois* the drcnmAtnce of being taken tofofr 
/i* nutiur approached to d* ©oii*i£nen of the" 
fetan*. u It. fixed the antbethatiVe fta*ip of 
" verifiraHitude upon the aocufatioB, end, by the 
" comsaon law, when a thief was taken nMb the 
" mmur (that is, with the thing ftolea upon hdin 
«« in mam) he might, fo detected ^^rvt)f/5^f//dV, 
u be brought into coon, arraigned and tried, 
" without sndidmtnt j as, by the Danifli law, he 
" might be taken and hanged upon the fpo.t, 
** without accuiation or trial." It will foon ap- 
pear that our ftatute law, in this behalf, though 
Z 2 1*6 

BltcMlone, 4. 303, 



if* .1, :E T T E R S. 

« lefi fummary in point of proceeding, is di reded by 
the fame fpirit. In one inftance, the very form is 
adhered to. In offences relating to the foreft, if 
a man was taken witlrvert, or venifon**," it was 
declared to be equivalent to indictment. To 
enable the reader to judge for himfelf, I fhall ftate, 
in due" order, the feveral ftatutes relative to bail 
io criminal cafes, or as much of them a»may he 
material to the. point m tjueftion, omitting fu- 
perfluous words. If I nrifreprefent, or do not 

* quote with fidelity, it will -not be difficult to de- 

< ted me. 
. t The ftatute of WeftminHer^he firft, in 1275, 
lets forth that, " Forafmuch as fherifFs and others, 
<( who have taken and kept in prifon perfons de- 
" teded of Tetany, and incontinent have let out 
*' by replevin fiich as were itot reprevifabky beceufe 
€t they would gain of the one party and grieve 
" the other ; and forafmuch as, before this time, 
4i it was not determined which perfons were re- 
u plevifable and which not, his provided and by 
" the king commanded that fuch prifoners, &c. as 
*« be taken nmtb the matter, Wc. or for manifeft 
" offences, .fhall be in no wife replevifabie by the 

" common 

« 1 Ed. III. Ctp. 8.— —sad 7 Rich. II. Cap. 4. 
f u Videter que le ftstatc de roiinprtfc neft que reberftll 
44 del cornea ley," Bro, Maiop* 61. 



L >E *T T *E R S. • 175 

**'comtoon writ, n6f without writ;'* *— IxrrfCoke> 
in his expofition of the laft part of this quotation, 
accurately diftingiilfiies between replevy by the 
Common writ or ex officio, and bail by the King's 
Bench. .The'wofds of the ftatute certainly do 
not extend to the judges of that couft. But, 
befidcs that the reader will foon find reafon to 
think that the Iegiflature, in their intention, made 
no difference between bailable and replevifuble. 
Lord Coke himfelf (if he be tradefftood to mean 
nothing but -an expofition of~the"ftatuteof WenV 
minfter, and not to ftate the law generally) does 
not adhere to his own <liftin&ion. In expound- 
ing the other offences, which, by this ftatute, 
are declared not repkvifa&le, he conftantly ufes 
the words not bailable /—That outlaws, for " in- 
-" fiance, are not bailable at all ;~-that perfons, 
^•who have abjtfred the reahn, are attainted upon 
* r their own confeffion, «nd therefore not bailable 
*• at all £?*Apu/?«»-that provers are not bailable ;— 

*< that 
'* " There arc three points to'beconGdered in the con- 
" ftroaioo of all remedial ftatute*;— the old law, the mif- 
" chief, add the remedy; — that is, how the common law 
" ftood at the making of the aft, what t!\e mifchief was for 
«• which the common law did not provide, and what remedy 
" the parliament hath provided to core this mifchief. It is 
" the buGnefs of the judges, fo to conftrue the ad as to fop- 
41 prefs the mifchief tad advance the remedy." 

BU&ftooe, 1.87. 
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" that notorious felons are not btilabk." the 
reafon, why the raperior courts were not named in 
the ftatute of Wellminftet, was plainly this, " be- 
Y< caufe anciently mod of the bufinefs, touching 
" bailment of f>rifoners for felony or mifdemeanors, 
u was performed by the fheriffs, or fpecial bailiffs 
M of liberties* either by writ, or viriute officii * i" 
tonfequently the fuperior courts had little or no 
'opportunity to commit thofe abufes, which the 
ftatute imputes to the fheYiffs.— Withfubmiflion to 
Do&or Blackftone, I think he is fallen into aeon* 
tradition, which, in terms at. leafr, appears irre* 
concileable. After enumerating feveral offences 
toot bailable* be aiTerts, without any condition of 
limitation whatfoeverf , " all thefe are clearly not 
*' admiflible to bail." Yet, in * few lines after> 
he fays* ^ it is -agreed that the court of King's 
'«« Bench may bail for any crime whatfoever, /r- 
«« cording to circutnftances of the cafe," To this firft 
|>ropofition he fhould have added, by Jberiffs et 
juftices % otherwife the two proportions contradict 
each other ; with this difference however, that the 
Ifirft is abfolute, the fecond limited by * eonfiJerMiotl 
'of cirtumjtattces. I fay this without the leaft intend- 
' *d difrefpett to the learned author. His work is 

of 

* iHtlr, f.C. i*8. tg$. 
f Blackftonc, 4. a$&. 
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of public utility, and fliould not haftily be con* 
demned- 

The (latute of 17 Richard II. Cap. \o< in 1393, 
fets forth, that " forafmuch as thieves notorioufty 
" defamed, and others taken with the matter > by 
ic their long abiding in prijfpn, were delivered by 
" charters, and favourable inquefts procured, to 
" the great hindrance of the people, two men of 
" law ihall be aifigned, in every commiflion of the 
<t peace, to proceed to the deliverance of fuch, 
". felons, £c." It feems, by this aft, that there 
wasa^onftant ftruggle between the legiflature and 
the officers of juftice. Not daring to admit felons, 
taken with the maper to bail or main-prize, they 
evaded the law by keeping the party in prifon a 
long time, and then delivering him without dye. 
trial. 

The ftatute of 1 Richard III. in 1483, fets forth, 
that ** forafmuch asdivera perfons have been daily 
" arretted and imprifoned for fufpicion of fekony, 
« c fometime of malice, and fometime of a light. 
€t J u Jpk*M> and (b kept in priibn without bail or 
4 < mainprize, be it ordained that every juftice of 
" peace ihall have authority, by his difcfetion, to 
'* let fucli prifoners and perfons fo arretted to bail 
" or mainprise .'V-By this act it appears that there 
had been abufes in matter of imprifonment, and 

that 
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that the legislature meant to provide for the imme- 
diate enlargement of perfons arretted on light fufti- 
aw of felony.. 

The ftatute of 3 Henry VIIL in i486, .declares, 
that "-under, colour of the. preceding aft of Richard . 
" the third* perfbns, fucj? as were not mainpernable, 
" were oftentimes let to bail, and maioprize, by. 
4< - juftices of the p«ace, whereby many murderers 
'< and felons efcaped, the King, &c. hath ordained, 
" that the juftices of the peace, or two of them at *. 
u leaft (whereof one tc* be of the quorum) have 
M authority »to let, any fuch prisoners or perfons, . 
44 mainpernable by the law,* to bail or main prized' 

The ftatute. of 1 ft and 2d of Philjp and Mary, 
liMS5.4>f ets forth,, that " notwithftandingthepre- 
•'ceding ftatu.te. of Henry, the feventh, one juftice 
44 of peace hath oftentimes, by finifter labour and 
u means, fet at large the greateft and notableft of- 
44 fenders, fucb as be not repre<vifabU by the Lwos of 
44 thU realm* and yet, the rather to hide their af- 
44 fe&ipnsinthat behalf,* havefigned the caufe of 
44 tljeir apprehenfion to be but only ior fu/picion 0/ 
44 felony, whereby the faid offenders have efcaped 
•■* unpuniihed, and do. daiJy; to the high difplea- 
fiire of Almighty God, the great peril of the King 
44 and(j^een's true fubjecls, and encouragement of 
«' all thieves and cvilrdceraiibr reformation where- 
of 
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*« of be it enabled, that no juftices of peace ftiall 
" let to bail or mainprise any fuch perfons, which, 
»' for any offence by them committed, be declared 
" iw/ to be reptevifed or bailed, or be forbidden to be 
" replevifed or tailed by the ftatute of Weftminfter 
" the firft ; aid furthermore that any perfons, ar- 
** refted for mfcnflaughter, felony, being bailable by 
" the law, fliall not be let to bailor mainprise, by 
" any juftfees of peace, but in the form therein 
*' after prefc^ibed. ,, — in the two preceding ftatutes, 
\ht vt or dsbailabU, reprevifable, and mainpernable are 
tifed fynonymoufly, * or promifcuoufly to expreis 
the fame (ingle intention of the legiflaiure, viz. not 
to accept of any feturity bat the body of the offender ; 
and when the latter ftatute prefcribes the form, in 
which perfons arretted onfitfpichn ot felony (being 
bailable by the taw) may be let to bail, it evidently 
fuppofes that there are fome cafes, not bailable by 
the law.— It may be thought perhaps, that I attri- 
bute to the legislature an appearance of inaccuracy 
in the ufe of terms, merely to ferve my prefent 
purpofe. But, in truth, it would make more forci- 
ble for my argument to prefume that the legiflature 
were conftantly aware of the drift legal deftin&ion 
betwen £01/ and replevy, and that they always meant 
Vot. IL A a f 

* ft Hale, P. C, *. 1 a* 
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to adhere to it *. For if it be true that replevy k 
by the -ftieriffs, and Iml by the higher courts at 
Weftmin&er, (which I think no lawyer will deny) 
it follows that* when the legiflature expre&y fey, 
that any particular offence is by law *$t hatiMe* 
the fuperior courts are comprehended in the .pro** 
•hibition, and bound by it. Otherwife, unlefs there 
was a pofittve e&ctiption of the fuperior courts 
(which I affirm there never was in any ftauite rela- 
tive to bail) the legislature would .gro&ly contradid 
themfelves, and the inanifeft intention of the law 
be evaded. It is an eftabliibcd rule that, when the 
iaw is facial^ and the reaibn of it general, it is to 
be .generally underftood % and though, bycuftom, 
a latitude be allowed to the court of King's Bench* 
(to confider circumftances inductive of a doubt 
whether the.prifoner be guilty or innocent) if this 
latitude be taken «s an arbitrary power to bail, when 
«o circumftances what foe ver are alledged in favour 
of the prifoner, it is a. power without right, and a 
daring violation of the whole Engl ifti law of bail. 
The a£t of the 3 1 ft of Charles the fccond (com- 
monly called the Habeas Corput *8) particularly 

declares, that it is not meant to extend to treafon 

or 
* Vide z Infr. 150. 186*.— " The word rejrterifabie never 
*< (igflifie* billable. Bailable is in a court of record by the 
" king'a juftices • bat replevif&ble it by the Aeriff. 1 ' 
Seldea'* State Tr. 7, 149, 



LETTERS. *79 

or felony plainly and %ecially expwf&d in, the 
warrant of commitment. The pri&iier is therefore 
left tofeek his Hkbeas Corpus at common law, and 
fo far was the legitfature from fuppoiing that per- 
ions, (committed for treafbft or felony phial/ and 
ipeeiafty eapneiled in the warrant of commknient) 
could be let to bail- by a Angle judge, or by the 
whole court, that this very aft provides a remedy 
for fbch perfons, in cafe they are not indicted in 
in the courfe of the term ob feffions fubfequent to 
their commitment. The law neither foffers them 
to be enlarged before trial, nor* to be tmprifoned 
after the time, in whteh they ought regularly to be 
tried. In this cafe the law (ays, " it ihatl and may 
" be lawful to and for the judges of the court of 
'* King's Bench arid juftices of oyer and terminer, 
" or general goal delivery, and they are hereby re- 
" quired, upon motion to the in made in open court, 
*' the laft day of the term, feflion, or goal delivery, 
44 either, by the prifoner or any one in his behalf, 
" to fet at liberty the prifoner upon, bail $ unlefs 
" it appear to the judges and juftice*, upon oath 
" made, that the witneffes. tor the king coujd not be 
" produced the fame, term, feflions> or goal deli-, 
" very.'— *Upon the whole of this article I obferve, 
— -i. That the provifion, made in the firft part of it, 
would be in a great meafure, ufetefs and nugatory, 
A a a if 
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if any (ingle judge might have balled the priibnert* 
artitrio, during the vacation » or if the court might 
have hailed him immediately after the commence- 
ment of the term or feflions.— 2. When the law 
fays. It JbaJl and may be lawful to bail for felony un- 
der particular circura fiances, we muftprefume that, 
before the paffing of that a&> it was not lawful 
to hail under thofe circumftances. The terms ufed 
by the legiflature are enading not declaratory. — 3. 
Notwithstanding the party may have been tmpri* 
foned during the greateft part of the vacation, and 
during the whole feffion, the court are exprefsly 
forbidden to bail him from that feflion to the next, 
if oath be made that the witneffes for the King 
could not be produced that fame term or feffions. 

Having -faithfully Hated the feveral a&s of par- 
liament relative to bail in criminal cafes, it may be 
ufeful to the reader to take a ihort, hiftencal re- 
view of the law of bail, through its various grada- 
tions and improvements. 

By the ancient common law, before and fince the 
conquefl, all felonies were bailable till murder was 
accepted by ftatute, fo that perfons might be admit- 
ted to bail, before conviction, almoft in every cafe. 
The flatute of Weftminfter fays that, before that 
time, it had not been determined which offences 
were replevifable, and which were not, whether by 

the 
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the common writ de bomrt* repkgiand* or ix officio 
by the iherifF. It is very remarkable that the abufes 
arifing from this unlimited power of replevy, dread- 
ful as they west, and deftru&ive to the peace of 
fociety, were not corrected or taken notice of by 
the legislature, until the commons of the kingdom 
had obtained a fhare in ifc by their Kprefentatives, 
but the Houfe of Commons Jiad fcarce begun to ex- 
id, when thefe formidable abufes were corrected 
by the ftatute of Weftminfter. It is highly probable 
that the mifchief had been fevereljfek by the peo-i 
pie, although no remedy had been* provided for it 
*by the Norman Kings ox Barons. *- " The iniquity 
••* of the times was. fa great, as. it even forced the. 
" fubjedts to forego ihat which was in account a 
" greatliberty, to fUp the courfe of a growing mif- 
<* chief." The preamble, to the ftatutes, made by 
the firfl parliament of Edward the Firft, afligns the 
reafon of calling it, " f % becaufe the people had 
44 been otherwife entreated than they ought to be, 
** the peace lefs kept, the laws left ufed, and offenn 
*• iters Itfs punijbed than they ought to be, by rea- 
49 fon whereof the people feared lefs to offend i" 
and the firft attempt to reform thefe various abufea. 
was by CQiit.ra£ting the power of replevying felons. 
For above two centuries following it does not 
appear that any alteration was made in the law of 

bail* 
* ScldcD,by N< Bicon, 1 3a. f Par lismenUrjHiftory, i .. 8^ 
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bail* except xh^t bring t^hni^kvert or wmfitn was 
declared to be equivalent to indi&ment. The le- 
giflature adhered firmly to the fpirit of theftarute 
of Weftminfter. The fhttute of 27th of Edward 
the fir ft directs the jufikes of a£ize to enquire and 
pumih officers bailing fueh as were not bmlabk. As 
for the judges of the fepeiiof courts, it is probable 
that, in thofe days* tkey thought themselves bouod 
}>y the obvious intent aad meaning of the legislature. 
They coofidertd not fo much to what particular 
perfons the prohibition was addrefled, as what the 
thing was, which the kgiflature meant t* prohibit, 
well knowing that in law, quando aliqmid f*6bihetur % 
prohihtur et ome, f4r quod devenfar ad Mud; 
" When any tbing is forbidden,*!! means,by which 
44 the fame thing may be compaffed or done, are 
♦* equally forbidden." By the ftatute of Richard 
the third 1 , the power of bailing was a little enlarged. 
Every juftice of peace was autherifecr to bail for 
felony ; but they were exprefsly confined to perfons 
arretted on tight fuffkhn $ and even this power, fo 
limited, was found to produce^fiich inconveniencies 
that in three years after, the legislature found i* 
neceffary to repeal it. Inftead of trufting any longer 
to a fingie juftice of peace, the aft of 3d. Henry 
Vllth, repeals the preceding adt, and directs "that 
u no prifener, (*/ thofe <atho are mainpernable by tbt 
<* law) fliall be let to bail or mainprife, by lefs than 



LETTERS. i8j 

*' /wojuftices, whereof one to be of the quorum.' 
And fo indifpenfably neceiTary was this provifion 
thought, for the ad mini ft rat ion of juftice, and for 
the :feoirity and .peace xjf fociety, that, at this time 
an oath was .propofed by the King to be taken by 
the Knights and ££quires of iiis houfehold, by the 
menibersof the Houfe df Commons, and by the 
peers fpiritual and temporal, and accepted and 
fworn Xoquafi una voce by them all, which, among 
ofher engagements, binds them u not to let any 
*' man to bail or mainprise, knowingand deeming 
" him to be a felon, upon your honour and wor* 
" ftiip, So help you Ood and all Saints *." 

In about half a century however even thefe pro- 
^Vifions were found infufficient. The a£t of Henry 
the Seventh was evaded, and the legtflature once 
more obliged to interpofe. The aft of i ft and -ad 
of Philip and Mary takes away inttrely from the 
juftices all power of bailing for offences declared 
mt bailable by the ftatute of Weftminfter. 

The illegal imprifonment of feverai perfons, who 
had refufed to contribute to a loan exacted byCharles 
the Firft, and the delay of the Habeas Corpus and 
fubfequent refural to bail them, conftituted one of 
the firft and moft important grievances of that reign. 
Vet when the Houfe of Commons which met in the 
year i6a8, refolved upon meafures of the moft firm 

and 
* Ptrlitmcatiry Hiftorr, a. 419, 
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and ftremious refiftance to the »power of imprifon*- 
ment aifumed 'by the King or privy (council, and to 
the refufal to ball the party on the return of the 
Habeas Corpus* they did exprefsfy, in all their refu- 
tations, make an exception of commitments, where 
the caufeof the reftraint was exprefled, and did by 
law juftify the commitment. The reafon of the 
diftinftion is, that, whereas wh£n the caufe of com*- 
mitment is expreffed, the crime is then known and 
the offender muft be brought to the ordinary trial; 
if, on the contrary, no caufe of commitment be 
exprefled, and the prifoner be thereupon remanded* 
it may operate to perpetual imprifonment. This 
conteft with Charles the Firft produced the adt of 
the r6th of that King, by which the court of King's 
Bench are directed, within three days after the re- 
turn of the Habeas Corpus to examine and determine 
the legality ef any commitment by the King or 
Privy Council, and to do ivbat to jujlke /ball apper- 
tain in delivering, bailing or remanding the prifoner* 
N<nv, it feems, it is unneceflary for the judge to do 
what appertains to juftice. The fame fcandalous traf- 
fic, in which we have feen the privilege of Parlia- 
ment exerted or relaxed to gratify the prefent hu- 
tnour,or tofervethe immediate purpofe of the crown, 
is introduced into the adminiftration of juftice. Tfee 
rnagiftrate, it feems, has now no rule to follow, 
but the di&ates of perianal enmity, national par* 

tiality* 
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tfjdSy, or peAtfw the tnoft proftituted corruption- 
To compknt thtfr hiftorieal inquiry, it tmry 
remains to be ©bferved thai, the ffafoor Corpus adt 
of jift of €k*rle*tfce Second; fo juftry confidered: 
*s another Magna Ch*rta«tf the kingdom*, M e*- 
M tends only to. the cafe of comHritments for fuch 
" Cftaunsi cfeacge, as caa produce no. mconve- 
" nienccto public jB&ce by a- temporary «nhrge- 
« meat *f 4lhe prifoAter:"-^-So careful were the 
legiflatuis, at the very moment* when they were 
jHPwidfflg for the tibttfty of the fcbje€fci not to 
furniA-any ^colour or prettnte for vialarmg or 
evading the «ftabti&ed law of -bail in the higher, 
.criminal dfeitteft* But the exception* ftated in 
th* body of the afitj- puts thenwtPer ottt of all, 
doubt. After di reeling the judges how they are 
to proceed to the difchatge of the primer upon: 
jroogvifeooe and fttrety* having regard to the 
.quaKty<of tkfr^rafoner and nature of the offence, . 
it is expre&ly added, ♦* unlefs it ihall appear 
: 4i ^o the.feid Lo*d : ChanceHory #c. that the 
'.'< party, .focomraitted, . is detained for 'fech xnat- 
u ters,.or ofenegs, for the which, ivrttriA^ 

**• T**5 mS-0*B*lL f« NOT B.AILABLE. W 

* When the hfw«, plain of therafelves, . are thus/ 
ttfuftrated by fafk, and their uniform meaning 
ejtabliihed by hiftory, we do not want the au- 
» X&U> II. B b thoruyy 

* BUckftoae, 4: .137,. 
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thocity. of opinions, however reipeftpbie, to in- 
form our judgment or to confirm, our. belted But 
I ajx* determined^ tha.t ypu ih?lr/ hav£ no efeape. 
Authority, of every for£ fl»all he produced sqrainft 
you, from JawA, to l^rd Q>kf> from the 
diftipnary tQ the ejaije- In vain ifoall you. ap- 
peal frpm, thofe, upright Judges* whom you.dif- 
. dain to imitate, to thofe whom you have made 
your example,. Wjth OQ*. ypice* they ail con- 
demn you, 

" Tq, be taken, with the mantr is .where a thief 
" having ftolen any thing, is taken with the 
" fame, abtout him, as it were in bis hands, which ' 
" is called flagranti dtlido. Such a criminal is mt 
" bailabk by , law? — J&vkt mfcr* tfr wqd 

" Thofe, who are taken, with the mantr, are 
". excluded, by the ftatute of Wefimtnfter, from 
" the benefit of a repleYJn/^/frwA*** A C- a. 

98. . • 

" Qf fuqh heinous. offences »o> one, who » 
" notorioufly guilty, feems to be kaikble by the 
•' intent ef this ftatute."— D°, a. 99. 

" The comnion praftice, a*d allowed genei?i 
44 rule is, that bail is only then proper where it 
** ftands indifferent whether the party, were, guihy 
«< or. innocent."-fr/7 9 Z?^ 

«« There 



BETTERS. iBy 

u There is no doubt bat tint the bailing of a 
" <perfhn, wAa it Hot hatabk by law, is puniih- 
" able, either at common law as a negligent 
** efcape, or as an offence againft the feveral fta- 
" tutes relative to bail."*-*) . 89. 

. " It cannot fee doubted but that, neither the 
*' judges , of this* nor of aiiy other fuperior 
" couftof juftice, are ftritfly within the purvieta 
«' of that ftatute, yet they yriil always, in their 
"•■ difcretion, £«y a idue regard to it, and ntft 
** admit a peribn to bail, who is expre&ry de- 
" daried by it irreplevtfable, without fome far- 
** Uetdar circumftance in its favour ; and there- 
*** fo>e -h feem difficult to find an » inftance, 
" where perfons, attainted of felony, or notori- 
44 oufly guilty of treafoh or manflaughter, &c. 
44 by their own confeffion, or otberwife, have 
V been admitted to the benefit of bail, without 
?« (bmeTpecial motive to the court to grant it." 
t*~D*>: 114. 

"If.it appears that any man hath injury or 
*• wrong 'by his imprifonment, we have power 
".«« to /deliver and difcbarge him ;~if otberwife, 
'* be is remanded by us to pirifon agaio. ,, -^-Lori 
Cb. J. Hyde, State Trials. 7. 1 1 5. 

•• The ftatute of Weftminfter was efpeciaily 

" &* .dire&ion to the fheruTs and others, but: to* 

< B b z *< bj 
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-" Ay courts of juftice are eaditded from tint to* 
tute* I conceive it catmot bty-+AttMU?i*en9fal 
Httth.D*. i 3 z. 

" The court, upon view bf the mom, jodg- 
*' eth of the fuffirieoey-or iufoJRriettty of k. 
«•• If they think life priftmer in tow to be J*i&t- 
U -Wr, he tsbomcMtted to- the *i«*fhst and b&i- 
" led 3 if not, he is ttmiiided.— nwi/ chat 
whole debate -the Obje&kto> on the part of the 
pri&new, was, she* no caufe of owntnitmcnt 
wa# eatprefied i* the warrant* but it was uni- 
formly admitted fey ibett tiMMcil that, if the 
comoftitflMtt had been - espreffod for : treason 
V fctonjr, the court • wtekt • tbem hare * done 
tight in retnandttig then*. ? 

The Attorney General hating urged* before a 

committee of both Ho**** that in ficdkwith's 

cafe and others, the Lords of die Council feat a 

letter to the court of King's Bench to bail, * it 

was replied by the managers of the Heufe of 

Common*, that this was of no inoment, *' for 

" that either the prifoocr was baihibkfy the /«w, 

« or not bubble ;*-if bailable by the law, then 

*« he was to be bailed without my fuch letter ; 

" — if not bailable by the law, then plainly 

<* the judges could sot have bailed him upon the 

« Utter, without breach of their oath, which is, 

« that 
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ifc* lip *r# todojuftke according to the ?aiv, f£c" 

4 * So that, ia batting upon fach offence* of the 
u the Ugfaeft nature* a kind of discretion, rather 
** than a coaftaot law, hath been exercifed, 
*• wfeea, k (lands «uA»A^ indifferent in the eye of 
'< tk* court, whether theprifoner be guilty or 
u not/* Seldm.Si.fr. 7. tjcvi. 

tt I dairy that a nun is always baikMe, when' 
** imprifoament is iaspofed upon him for cufto* 
«« dy." /tasrory StiiwW Heath. d Q . 238— By 
tbafe ^rotations frwn the Stat* Trials, though 
qtfemiftr nM of authority, it appears plainly 
tjw* Jft rajfctd to. hmiaUe or .»* baUdle, all 
patties agrefed in admitting one proportion ai 
incontrovertible. 

. < c la relation id capital offences there are 
" (especially thde ad* of parliament that are the 
*' common iandmarh • • touching offences bailable 
«♦ or. not baaaMe/* Mrif s. P. C 127. The 
enumeration includes the feveral afts cited in this 
paper* 

" Perfons, taken with the manouvre, are 
•** not bailable, l>ecaufe it is furtum manifefium? 
w/fe&. tt . p. c. 133. 

The 

* It hti been the ftudy of Lord Kf satiteld to remove Und* 
-mtrkt. 
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" The writ of Habeas Corpus is of m high mt* 
** ture ; for if perfons be wrongfully committed* 
*« they are to be difcharged upon this writ re- 
« c turned; or, if bailable, they aire to be bailed i 
« -i- f y* no/ bailable* they, are to be committed* 
Hale. 2. P. C. 145. This do&rine of Lord Chief 
Juftice Hale refers immediately to the fhperior : 
courts from whence the writ UTues* — " After the 
**' return is fifed, the court 4s either to difcbargb* 
" or bail, or commit him, -as the nature ^f the 
•* cafe requires." Hah. %• P. C. .146. 

" If bail be granted, otherwijk than the hhfr 
u allowed, the party that alloweth the fame* 
f< lhall be fined, tmprifoWd, render damages 
<« or -forfeit bis place, as the •afe*fhallYe<juire. ,> 
Leiden, by N.Bacon. igft. 

" This induces an abfclute neceffity of ex* 
" preffing, upon every commitment, the reafoA 
"** for which it is made? that the court, upon a 
" Habeas Corpus,, may examine into its validity, 
"•' and, according to the circumftances if the c*f*> 
u may difcharge, admit to bail, or remand the 
™ prifoner." Blackftohe. 3. 133* 

" Marriot was committed for forging indorfe- 
« c ments upon bank bills, and, upon a Habeas 
"+ Corpus was bailed, becaufe the crime was only 
** a great mifdemeanor ;— for though the forging 

*« th* 
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** the bi lift . be, felony, jet forging the indorfe- 
«*. ment is not," Stlketd. 1., 104. 

" Appell. de Mahem, &c. ideo nc fuit leffia 
•* a .bailie, nient plus que in appell de robbery 
** 011 murder} quod nota, et que in robryet. 
•* murder Je part ien'elhhaillable." Br*. Mainprifa. 

•'* The, intendment of, th<?_ law in bails is* 

:** quod fiat indiffer enter whether he be guilty or. 

. **•- no ; but, when he U convicVby verdjft or con-. 

-«* feffiptt, then> he muft be deemed in law to. be 

44 guilty of- the felony, and therefore n$t bailable a£±. 

«* all." ah. 2. toft? 1 W*-t4. 178.. 

•** Bail is fuando fiat tndi ffer enter % and #0/ when 
'£ the offence is open and manifenV* 2. Inft. 1 89. 
w In> this cafe iwa /<?/ indiffer enter whether 
«. he be guilty or no, being taken with the maner t 
*« that is, with the thing ftolen, as it were in hi* 
•I. hand."- D*.d«> 

*>«- li it appeareth that this* Imprifonment be juft 
'i and lawful, hejbaii be remanded to the former, 
'*. goalee; but^ if it fhall appear to the court that; 
H he was impttfeaed againft the la'wof (he lancj, 
M t hey, ought,. by for^je of this flat ute, to deliver 
*' him ;. if h:be *&*£/£/, 'and under confideration, 
M he may be bailed 1" ti'Infl; $$: 

It is unneceflary to load the reader with any 
farther quotations If thefe authorities are not 

deemed 
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deemed fcfficient to eftabliflt, th« dottrine man*- 
tained in this paper, it vriU be in vaw to «p peab 
10 the evidence of Jaw-books, on. to the opinions 
of judges. They are not the asthaiittes, by 
which Lord Mansfield will abide. - Hrsffiunosan 
arbitrary powe* of doing right * «nd, if terioes 
wrong* it lies only between God and hi$ con-. 
(cieace. 

Now, my Lord*, although I hawe great: iaith 
in the preceding argument K I wtifc not fay, 
that every minute pan of k issjbfcintel^w^nB- 
rable. I am too well aco^aiated- with the pvaftrfe 
of a certain court, dirtied by yourdxampk, as. 
it is governed, by your authority* to tUnk there 
ever yet was an argument, hewejrjer conformable 
to law and reafoo, in which a- cunning* (fribbling 
attorney might not difcover t a. Saw*. But,- talking 
the whole of it together,, I aft*** tkatitolmfti- 
tutes a mafs of dempnftration, than whWr no- 
thing more compjeat or fiuit»fa3o*y <» be offered 
to the human mind: How An eutfiya* tadireft re- 
ply will ftand with yo^r repytataooj **r-Jn>wv f*r it. 
will anfwer. in floiat of, defence at thenar of the 
Houfe of Lords* is wojth your cAirffclpwittn. If,. 
after all that has been fajd,. it fljouid till be 
xnaintained, that the xo«r.t off KjU^s bench, re- 
batting fejons,. are exempted fruBa aU legal rales 
l*fcaif;ever^ aad tha^ thejydge km no direction to . 

gmfue, 
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purfue, but his private a4Fe&ten*,~ or mere un» 
queftionable will and pleafure, it will follow 
plainly, that the •diftinftion between bailable and 
m? bailable, uniformly expreffed by the legHfeture, 
current-through all our law-boob, and admitted 
T>y all our great lawyers without exception, is in 
one fenfe a nugatory, in another a pernicious di- 
ftin&ion. It is nugatory, as it fuppofes a differ- 
ence m the bailable quality of offences, when, m 
«ffe€t> the diuln&kwi refers only to the rank of the 
riiagiftFftte. It is pernicious, as it implies a rule 
of law, which yet the judge is toot hound to pay 
the leaft regard to, and imprefles an idea upon the 
minds of the people, that the judge is wifer and 
greater than the law. 

It remains only to apply the law, thus iiated, 
' to the fad in -queftien. By an authentic copy of 
'the mrtrmtts it appears that John Eyre was com- 
mitted for felony, plainly and 4peciaflly expreffed 
in die warrant of comroittneirt. He was charged 
'before Alderman Halifax by the Oath of Thomas 
Fielding, William Holder, William Payne, and 
William Nam, for fehrthu/fy flatting eleven quires 
of Wrrghting-paper,- value fix fhiBings, the property 
of Thomas Beach, ftc.-^ by the examinations, 
upon oath, of the four perfons mentioned in the 
mittimus, it was proved, that large quantities of 

Vol. II. C c paper 
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paper had been miffed, and that eleven quires' 
(previoufly marked from a fufpicion that Eyre 
was the thief) were found upon him* Many 
other quires of paper, marked in the fame man- 
ner, were found at his lodgings; and 9il after he 
had been fome time in Wood-ftreet Compter, a 
key was found in his room there, which appeared 
to be a key to the clofet at Guildhall, from 
whence the paper was ftolen. When aiked what 
he had to fay in his defence, his only anfwer was, 
/ hope you will bail mt, Mr. Holder, the clerk, 
replied, That is impojfihk. J here newfr. was an 
inftance of it, when the ftolen goods were found upon 
the thief. The Lord Mayo* was then applied tq, 
and refufed to bail him.— -Of all thefe circum- 
flances it was your duty to have informed yourfelf 
minutely. The fa& was remarkable, and the 
. Chief Magistrate pf the city of London was known 
to have refufed to .bail tjie offender* To juftify 
your compliance with, the felicitations of your 
three countrymen, it iliould be proved that fuch 
allegations were offered to you, in behalf of their 
aiTociate, as honeftly and bona fide reduced it to a 
matter of doubt and indifference whether the 
prifoncr was innocent or gujlty. — Was any thing 
offered by the Scotch triumvirate that tended to 
invalidate the pofitive charge made agiinft him 

b 7 
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by four credible witnefles upon oath ?— Was it 
even inlinuated to you, either by himfelf or his 
bail, that no felony was committed ; — or that bt 
"was not the felon j— -that the ftolen goods were 
not found upon him;-— or that he was only the 
receiver, not knowing them to be ftolen ? — Of, 
in fhort, did they attempt to produce any evidence 
of his infanity r To all thefe queftions, I anfwer 
for you, without the lead fear of contradiction* 
pofitively NO. From the moment he was ar- 
retted, he never entertained any hope of acquittal j 
therefore thought of nothing but obtaining bail, 
that he might have time to-fettle his affairs, con- 
vey his fortune into another country, and fpend 
the remainder of his lire hi comfort and affluence 
abroad. In this prudential fcheme of future 
happinefs, the Lord Chief- Jufiace of England moft 
readily and heartily concurred. At fight of fo 
much virtue in diftfefs, your natural benevolence 
took the alarm. Such a man as Mr. Eyre, ftnig- 
glrag with adverfity, muft always- be an interesting 
fcene to Lord MansfiekL-*~CV was it that liberal 
anxiety, by which your whole life has., been di- 
ftinguimed, to enlarge the liberty of the fubjeft ? 
—My Lord, we do not want this new inftance of 
the liberality of your principles. We already 
knew what kind of ' fobjeite they were* for whofe 
■ . :J . ' C c 2 «, liberty 
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liberty you? were, anxious. At all events, the pub-* 
lie are mud* indebted tQ you for fixing a price, at 
which felony ma/ be committed* with, impunity. 
You bound a felon, notoriously worth thirty 
thou&sd pounds, in the fum of three hundred. 
yihb your natural turn to equity, and knowing, 
as you- are, inthedo&rine of precident$» you un- 
doubtedly meant to fettle the proportion between 
the fortune of the felon, and the fine, by which 
he may compound for hi* felony. Tte Ratio now 
upon record, and traafinitted to pofterity under 
the aufpices of Lord Mansfield, isexa&Iy one to 
a hundred.— My Lord, without intending it. you 
hare laid a cruel reftraint upon the genius of your 
countrymen, h.thewarmeft indulgence of their 
paffions,; they have an eye to the expeace, and if 
their other virtues foil us, we have a refource in 
ifaeir (economy. 

By taking fe trifling a fecurity from John Eyre, 
you invited and mamfeAly exhorted him to efcape. 
—-Although, in bailable cafe* it be ufual to tahe 
Hour fecurities, you left him in thecuftody of three 
Scotchmen, whom he might have eafify f*tisfied 
fbr conniving at his retreat. That he did not 
make uft of the opportunity you induftrioufly gtve 
him neither juftifies your conduct, nor can it be 
any way accounted for, but by his excefllve and 
< monftrous 
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monftrous avarice. Any other man, but this, 
bofom-ftiend of three Scotchmen, would gladly, 
have facrificed a few hundred pounds, rather 
than fubmit to the infamy of pleading guilty 
in open court. It is poflible indeed, that he 
might have flattered himfelf, and not unreafon-> 
ably, with the hopes of a pardon. That he would 
have been pardoned teems, more than probable,, 
if I had not directed the public attention to, 
the leading ftep you took in favour of him. In 
the prefent gentle reiga, we welt no what 
vie has been made of the lenity of the court and 
of the mercy of the crown. The Lord, Chief 
Juftice of England accepts of the* hundreth part 
of the property of a felon taken in the faft, as a 
yeoogm^ancc- for hi* appearance. Your brother 
Smyth brownbeats a jury, and forces then to alter; 
their yerdift, by which they had found a Scotch 
(erjeant guilty of murder * and though the Ken-* 
nediesiwere convi&ed of a WAft deliberate and 
atrocious murder, they ftiU had a, claim, to the 
joyal mercy.— r-They were faved by the chaftity 
of their connections.— -They bad a lifter > — yet 
it was not her beauty, but the pliancy of her 
virtue that recommended her to the King-«»-The>. 
holy author of our religion waa feen in the com- 
pany of finners 1 but it was his gracious purpofe 

to 
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to convert them from their fids. Another man, 
who in the ceremonies of our faith might give 
leflons to the great enemy of it, upon different 
principles, keeps much the fame company. He 
advertifes for patents, collects all the difeafes of 
the heart, and turns a royal palace into an hof- 
pital for incurables. A man of honour has no 
ticket of admiffion at St. James's. They receive 
him, like a virgin at (he Magdalen's ;-*-Go tbtu 
and do likrwife. 

My charge againft you is now made good. I 
fhall however be ready to anfwer or to fubmit to 
fair objections. If, whenever this matter fhaH 
be agitated, you fuffer the doors of the Houfe of 
Lords to be /hut, I now proteft, that 1 ftiall con- 
fider you as having made no reply. From that 
moment, to the opinion of the world, you w ; U 
ftand felf-convicled. Whether your reply be 
quibbling and evafive, or liberal and in point, 
will be matter for the judgment of your peers ; — 
but if, when every poffible idea of difrefpect to 
that nobfe houfe, (in whofe honour and juftice 
the nation implicitly confides) is here rnoft fo» 
lemnly difclaimed, you ftiould endeavour to re- 
prefent this charge, as a contempt of their authc* 
rity, and move their lord/hips to cenfure the 
publiflier of this paper, I then affirm that you 

fuppoxt 
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fupport injuftice by violence, that you are guilty 
of a heinous aggravation of your offence, and 
that you contribute your utmoft influence to pro- 
mote, on the part of the higheft court of judica- 
ture, a pofuive denial of juftice to the nation. 
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LETTER XVIHv 

t>0 THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD tAM- 

DEN. 



I 
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Turn with pleafure, from that barren wafte> 
in which no falutary plant takes root, no verdure 
quickens, to a character fertile, as I willingly 
believe, in every great and good qualification* 
I call upon you, in the name of the Englifli 
nation, to ftand forth in defence of the laws of 
your country, and to exert, in the caufe of truth 
and juftice, thofe great abilities, with which you 
were intruded for the benefit of mankind. To 
afcertain the facts, fet forth in the preceding pa- 
per, it may be neceflary to call the peffons, men- 
tioned in the mittimus, to the bar of the Houfe of 
Lords* If a motion for that purpofe (hould be 
rejected, we Jhall know what to think of Lord 
Mansfield's innocence. The legal argument is 
fubmitted to your Lordfliip's judgment. After 
the noble ftand you made againft Lord Mansfield 
upon the queftion of libel, we did expect that 
you would not have differed that matter to have 
remained undetermined. But it was (aid that 
Lord Chief Juftice Wilmot had been prevriUd 

upon 



L E T T E £ fc 20i 

*t«m to vouch fpr an opinion of the lafe Judge 
Yates, which was. &gpo£d to ipajke agajnft you ;•. 
and we admit of the .excufe. When fuchfJeteflaWe 
arts are ewployed to pre-judge a queftion of fight, 
t \% migh* have .beep im.prudenj, # thftt tima, to 
fcaye brought it to a,, decifion. In the |refeat 
Tnftance 7011 wiH have no. fych oppofyion to con- 
tend with. If tjiere t>e a judge, qt a lawyer ©f any 
note in Weflminfier-ha4l, who Jhali be daring 
enough to affirm that, according, to tfie true in- 
tendment of the laws of England* a felon, taken 
with the maner x inflagranti delido, is bailable ;. 
§>r that; thpF discretion, of an Engliih judge is. 
merely arbitrary, and not governed by rules of 
Jaw,— I flioufd be gjad to be-acquainted with him. 
Whoever he be, I will take care that he ihalfr 
not give you much trouble. Your lordfliip's 
character allures me that you wiH afltime that 
principal part, which belongs to you, in flip- 
porting the laws of England agaioft a wicked 
judge,, who makes it the occupation of his life* 
to mifinterpret and pervert them. If you decline 
this honourable office, I fear it will be faid that* 
for fome months paft, you have kept too jhuco. 
company with the Puke ©f Grafton, When thi*. 
conteft turns upon the interpretation of the laws, 
you cannot without a fownafc furrende* of all your 
; Yo*. D. Dd repu- 
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reputation, yieM the poft of honour even to Lord 
Chatham. Considering the fuuation and abilities 
of Lord Mansfield, I do not fcruple to affirm, 
with the moft folemn appeal to God for my dn- 
cerity, that, in my' judgment, he is the very 
word and moft dangerous man in. the kingdom. 
Thus ftr I* have dotie toy duty in en4?avAuring 
to- bring him to punhliineht. 'But" mine/ is an 
inferior, minifteriaj office in the temple of juftice, 
— I have bound the viclirii, and dragged him to 
thealtaj. "' • ^ ' ' '* * * 
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^T^HE ReVefend Mr. John Ilorne having with 
X his ufual veracity r and honed induftry, circu- ' 
lated a report that JunhQ, in a letter to the Sup- 
porters of the Bill of RigHt*, had warmly declared 
blmftlf in favour of longpsfrlrkrrterits a«d rotten 
btttolighs, itis though neceflary to fubmit to the 
public, the following erftnrft from his letter to John 
Wilkes, Efq; dated 7th of; September '177 r r and' 
laid before the fociety on the 44th of the fame 
month. 

41 With regard to the leVeral "article*, tateii 
w feperately, I own if tm concerned to f fee that the 
" ' gteat condition, Hfrhifch cfcght to be tht fitte qua ' 
" mm6f'parli^mentary'qualffk:attdn > ^-whibh ought 
" to be the bafis (as it afluredry wilt be the only 
" fapport) of every barrier raifed in defence of the 
" conftitutibn, I mean n diclartition upon oatbfo 
'« jhorttn the Juration of parliaments^ is reduced to 
" the* fourth rank in the efteent of the* fociety * 
" and, even in that ptoce, fkr from being infifted 
" on with firmnefs and vehemence, feems to have 
«« been particuhrrfy flighted in the expreflion. — You 
'* featt thdtavour to rtftore annual parliaments!— 
O'rfz Are 
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c< Are thefe the terms, which men, who are id 
" earncft, make rte of, VrhtnxhtfJlus reipubtic* 
"•« is at ftake?— — I efcpefted other language from 
" Mr. WUke»^-Befidcs my Qbjeaion iq point jof 
u form, i di (approve highly of the meaning of tte 
u . fourth article as it ftands. Whenever the quef* 
" tion fitail %e fef ioufty agitated, I will endeavour 
" ;{and if I.Ki* will aflurediy attempt it) to con- 
"•• Tutce the EngKih nation, by arguments to *y 
*« *n8etfiasidwg unanfwerable, that they ought to 
u infift upon a trieimid, an4 ba&i& the idea of an 
4t annual parliament. . . . . . , lata con* 

cc vinced that, if Khortening the duration of par* 
*f Uament*; (which in tfftQ. is keeping the reprc- 
Ci fenUtive under the ffod of ;he Gonftituent) be 
«« not madb tbe.bafis of ournw parlkmentaqrju* 
«« ri<pntdence> other checks or improvenienu fig* 
" nify nothing. On the contrary, if this be made 
" the foundation, other meafiires may come in 
^ aid, and, as auxiliaries, be of confiderablc td« 
M vantage.- Lord Chftthair?* projeft, for inftance, 
«.* of increafirig the number of knights of flares* 
u appears to me admirable. ... A* to cut* 

" ting away the rotten boroughs, I am as much 
" offended as any man at feeing fo many of them 
."under the direct influence of the crown, or at 
*' the difpofal of private \perfons. Yet I own, 
" I have both doubts and apprehenfions, in regard 

«• to 
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"to the remedy Jdtk propofe. I ftall be charged 
u perhaps With ah uhtifual want bt political Intre- 
« r pidity, When Ihoneftly confefs to you, that I am 
** (tattled nt the idea of fo cfctenfive an amputa- 
gc tion.«*-*ln the firft place, I cjueftion the power, 
" JejuK, of the legiflature to disfranehife a num- 
** ber of borough*, upon the general ground of 
" iinprovin£ the conftitutioh. There cannot be 
4< a dotfrlne taftfe fetal to the fiberty and property 
'* we are contending for, than that, which con- 
** founds thr idea of a fifttm and an arbitrary 
" kgUamre. I need not pom t •tit to you the fa* 
" taipinpoJes, to wiach ft fcas been, and may be 
** applied. ; if *fc are fiftcettk the political creed 
44 we pcoftfs, there are many things, which we 
f l ought t* affirm, 'Cannot be done by King, Lords 
11 and Qpftunons. Among theft I reckon the dif- 
41 fraachifing of borough with a general view of 
" improvement. 1 confide* it as equivalent to rob- 
" Whg t he plfttrt concerned of their freehold, of 
" their birth-right; t fay, that, although this 
41 birth-right may be forfeited, or the exercife of 
"*' it Tufpendcd in particular cafes, it cannot be ta- 
** ken away, hy a general law, for any real or 
"' pretended purpofe of tm proving theconftitutton. 
«* Supposing the attempt ni*de> I atn perfuaded 
" you cannot mean that either King, or Lords 
" • iKould take an active part in it. A bill, which 
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" only touches the reprefentation of the people* 
" mud originate in the houfe of commons. In 
•* the formation and mode of pacing it, the exclu- 
" five right of the commons muft be aliened as 
" fcrupuloufly as in the cafe of a money-bill. 
" Now, Sir, 1 (hould be glad to know by what 
«' kind of reafoning it can be proved* that there is. 
" a power vefted in the reprefentattve to deftroy 
" his immediate conftituent. From whence could 
" he pofiibly derive it:? A courtier, I know, "will 
" be ready to maintain the affirmative. The doc- 
" trine fuits him exadHy, beCaufe it gives an un- 
" limited operation to the influence of the crown. 
" But we, Mr* Wilkes, ought to hold a different 
" language. It is no anfoer to me to fiy> that the 
"bill, when it palfes the houfe of cotnrtom, is 
(< the a6t of the majority, Had not the reprefenta* 
4< tives of the particular boroughs concerned. If 
« the majority can disfranchife |en boroughs, why 
" not twenty, why not the whvle kingdom? Why 
« iliould they not make their own feat* in pariia* 
" ment for life ? t— — When the feptennial a& 
" patted, the legiflature did what, apparently and 
" palpably, they had no power to do ; but they 
44 did more than people in general were aware of: 
44 they, in effelt, disfranchi fed the whole kiogdom 
** for four years. 

« t% For 
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" For argument'i fake, I will now fuppofe, 
" that the expediency of the meafure, and the 
" power of parliament ' are unqueftionable. Still 
" you will find an unfurmountable difficulty in the 
" execution. When all your inftruments of am- 
** pu.ta.tib*n,ai:^pi;^redi' when the unhappy pa- 
w tfen^Keibo^und at your feet, without the pofi> 
'* btlity of refiftarfce, by what infallible 1 rule will 
" you direft the operation r*— s-When you J>ropo.fe 
M to cut away the* rotten parts, can you. tell us ; 
««■ what parts are perfectly yaw/?-*- Are there any 
" certain )ipi}ts,, in faft or theory, to inform you 
" at what point you muft ftop, at what point the 
*' mortification ends. To a man fp capable of ob- 
" fervation and reflection, as you are, it is unne- 
tl ceflaiy to fay all that might be (aid upon the 
*•• fubject. Befides that I approve highly of Lord 
«* Chatham's idea of infufing a portion of mn» health 
•*■ into the conftitutivn to enable it to bear its infir- 
'« mstiesy (a brilliant exprefilon,, and full, of. iptrin- 
" foe wifdom) other reaipns. concur in perfuading 
«• me to adopt it, J have, no objection,. &c." 

The man who fairly ami icompletcly anfwers 
this argument, ihall haye my thanks and my ap- 
plaufe. My heart is already with him.- I am rea- 
dy to be converted. I admire his morality, and 
would gladly fubfcribe to the articles of his faith.-*- 
Grateful, as I am, to the qovu being, w'ofe 

i/jvirty 
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bounty fca* iiupacted. to me this reafoning mtclle<St 
whatever it is, I hold myfelf proportiQnably in- 
debted to hioH.f^ooi whofe enlightened underftand* 
ing another raj of knowledge coin^nunicates .fa 
mine. But aeithe* fl>ould I think the mpft e*alt*d 
faculties of thehuinan. wind, a^gjft worthy qI the 
divinity ; nor any afliftance, in die improvement 
of them, a fubjed of gratitude lot «if fellow 
creature, if I were not iatisficd^ that Jieally ,to 
inform the undemanding copefc and.enUrgo *h* 
heart. , 

!: JUNIUS. 
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tSf Tbe following Letters of Phil o Junius, is in- 
fertedin this Addition, as necefjary to explain or de- 
'ftndfome particular pajfagu in J u s i u s. 

LETTER VIII. 
[ Continued from V o l . I. ] 



TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVER- 
TISER. 



SIR, 6 Feb. 1771. 



1 



HOPE your correfpondent Junius is better 
employed than in anfwering or reading the criti- 
clfms of a news-paper. This is a taik, from 
which, if he were inclined to fubmit to it, his 
friends ought to relieve him. Upon this principle, 
I fhall undertake to anfwer Anti-Junius ; more, I 
believe, to his conviction than to his fatisfa&ion. 
Not daring to attack the main body of Junius' s 
laft letter, * he triumphs in having, as he thinks, 

Vol. II. E e fur- 
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furprifed an out-poft, and cut off a detached ar- 
gument, a mere ftraggling propofition. But even 
in this petty- warfare, he ihali. find hinafelf de-* 
feated. 

» Junius does not fpeafc of tie Sgwifkmtfkn a* th% 
natural enemies of England. He applies that de- 
fcription with the ftriaeft truth and juftice, to the 
Spanifli Court. From the moment, when a Prince 
of the Houfe of Bourbon afcended that throne, 
their whole fjrftem of govennaaent was inverted and 
became hoftile to this country. Unity of pofleffion 
introduced a unity of politics, and Lewis the four- 
teenth had reafon when he faid to his grandfon, 
«• The Pyrenees are removed." The Hiftory of the 
prefer qentuiy is one continued confirnsatjo* of 

the prophecy. 

r The affertioH " That violence and 9pJreJJion. <4 
« home can only befutforled by treachery andfubmif- 
« fop abroad," is applied to a free people, whofe 
rights, are invaded, no* to the government of a 
country,- where defpptic, or abfojute power is.con-. 
fefledly vefted in the prince ; and with this a.ppli-. 
cation, the affertion is true. An abfolute monarch, 
having no points to carry at Ijome, will naturally, 
maintain the honour of his crown in all his tranf-. 
ajftipns with foreign powers. ' But if wefCOufcMup- 
pofe the Sovereign of a free nation, poffefled with 

ade- 
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•mitefigh to make hhnfelf uMbrrftfe, he wtftiM be fa- 
eonfifttnt with hinrfelf if >he ftiffcred Ws proje&s 
to be interrupted or embarrafled by * fdrtigh War; 
*hhifs that ww tended, -as in feme cafe k rafifcht, 
*© profllote bis Jprirfripal defiga; Of the thr<* ex- 
reptfons t6 this general hrle -of conduct (quoted 
ty AntKJttttfru) tfeatof ©liter Crdmw*!i rstbe wnty 
one in point. Harry 1 the Eighth, by the fubmhTidn 
fjtf his parlftorent, was as abtel**e«a prince false wis 
th* Fourteenth. C^thBiiabeth's^efinircwtMs 
Aot oppreffire to the people $ and as <o her foreign 
w«fc> it ©tight t* fee ccmfidered \hM thtf were ow*- 
voiikbh. The national honour w£ no£ «i tpeftnm . 
She was compelled to fight in defence of her<own 
perfon and of her title to the erdwn; In the com- 
mon eaufe of felfifli jpolky, Ofcver Cromwell *on!d 
have cultivated the friend (hip of fdreign powers, tir 
at teaft haveavoid<?d difpufes with then), the better 
to eftablifli his tyranny at home. Had he been only 
a ba*d man, he would have facriheed the honbtfr of 
the nation to the .fficcejb of his domeftk policy. 
But, with all his crktiesj he had the f^irit of an 
Engliflihiaii. The cdhduft of feeh a man mufl al- 
ways be an exemption to vrigar rule*. He had a- 
bilitifes fuffietent to reconcile centradktooiw, a&8 to 
Aafce a great nation at the tape mbitreht unhappy 
and formidable. If it were ipt forttoe refppSt Ibeir 
E e 2 the 
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the minifter, I could name a man, who, without 
•ne grain of underftanding, can do half as orach 
as Oliver Cromwell. 

Whether or no there 1>e zfecret fyfttm in the 
clofet, and what may be the object of it, are <jucf- 
tions, which can only be determined by appear- 
ances, and on which every man muft decide for hira- 
felf. 

The whole plan of Junius'* letter proves, that 
he himfelf makes no diftin&ion between the. real 
honpur of the crown and the real intereft of the 
people. In the climax, to which your correfpon- 
dent obje&s, Junius adopts the language of the 
Court, and, by that conformity, gives ftrength to 
his argument. He fays that, *' the King has not 
" only Sacrificed the intereft s of bis people y but, 
" (what was likely to touch him more nearly,") 
" bis ferfincd refutation and the dignity of bis 
" crown" 

The queries, put by Anti-Junius, can only be 
aafwered by the miniftry, Abandoned as they are, 
I fancy they will not confefs that they have for fo 
many years, maintained pofTeflion of another man's 
property. After admitting the aiTertion of the mi- 
niftry— viz. that the Spaniards bad to rigbtful claim* 
and after juftiJying them for faying fo ; — • it is bis 
bufincfc, not mm, to give us fome good reafon for 

their 
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thtir fuffering the pretenfions of Spain to he afubjeS 
of negotiation. He admits the fads* — let him re- 
concile them if he can. 

The iaft paragraph brings us back to the original 
queftion, whether the Spanifh declaration contains 
fuch a (atisfadtion as the King of Great Britain 
ought to have accepted. This was the field, upon? 
which he ought to have encountered Junius openly 
and fairly. But here he leaves the argument, as 
no longer defenfible. I /hall therefore conclude 
with one general admonition to my fellow-fub- 
je&s j that, when they hear thefe matters de- 
bated, they fliould not fuffer themfelves to be mifled 
by general declamations upon the conveniences of 
peace, or the miferies of war. Between peace and 
war, abftra&edly, there is not, there cannot be a 
queftion in the mind of a rational being. The 
real queftions are, Have we any ficurity that tbt 
peace we have fo dearly pur chafed will laft a twelve- 
month f and, if not, — have we, or have we not, fa- 
crificed the fair eft opportunity of making war with 
advantage f 

PHILO JUNIUS 
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L- fc " T T ft * fit. 

TO THE *mrt?fcR OF TMt VUB&Ig dk&tftft- 

TIBER. 

S I R, i May, 1771; 



T> 



HEY, who objeci to detached parts of jfr- 
wWs laft letter, * either do not mea r n him fairly, 
©r have not considered the general fcope and courfe 

of his argument. There are degrees in all the 

private vices.— Why not in public proftitutioli ? — 
The influence of the crown naturally makes a 
feptennial parliament dependent. — Does it follow 
that cf^ry houfe of commons will plunge at once 
into the loweff depths of proftitution ? — Junius fup- 
pofes that the prefent houfe of commons, in going 
fuch enormous lengths,. have been imprudent to tbem- 
fefaes, as well as wicked to th* public ; — that their 
example is not within the reach of emulation ; — and 
that, in the firft feflion after the next ele€tion,y»w 
popular meafures may probably be adopted. He 
does not expect that a diflblution of parliament 

will 

* 22d of April, 1771, 
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will deftroy corruption, but that at lead it will be 
a check and terror to, their fuccefibrs, who will 
have feen that, in flagrant cafes, their constituents, 
can and will interpofe with effelt. — After all, Sir, 
will you. not endeavour to remove or dfevtata the 
moll dangerous fy mptoms, beeaufe you cannot era- 
dicate the difeafe ? Will you not punifh treafon or 
parricide, beeaufe the fight of a gibbet does not 
prevent highway robberies ? When the main argu- 
ment of Junius is admitted to be unanfwerable, T 
think it would become the minor critic, who hunts 
far bieratfhes, to be a little more diftru&fuJ of his 
own fagacky. -i««The other objection is hardly 
worth as aniwer. When Jumm oh&rves that 
Kings are. ready* enough to.foiiqw fucb advice, he* 
does no$ mean to infmuate that* if the advice of 
parliament were good,, the kingr would be fo ready* 
to foUow it, 

fHUQ JUNIUS* 
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LETTER X. 



ABDRtSSRD TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC 
ADVERTISER. 



S I R, 22 May, 1 771. 

V ERY cal y in the debate upon the decifion 
of the Middlefex ele&ion, it was well obferved by 
Junius, that the houfe of commons had not only 
exceeded their boafted precedent of the expulfion 
ar.d fubfequent incapacitation of Mr. Walpole, but 
that they had not even adhered to it ftriclly as far 
as it went. After conviaing Mr. Dyfon of giving 
a falfe quotation from the journals, and having ex- 
plained the purpofe, which that contemptible fraud 
was intented to anfwer, he proceeds to ftate the 
vote itfelf, by which Mr. Walpole's fuppofed in- 
capacity was declared,— —viz. " Refolved, That 
" Robert Walpole, E(q; having been thisfeffionof 
" parliament committed prifoner to the Tower, 
«« and expelled this houfe for a high breach of truft 
" in the execution of his office, and notorious cor- 
«« ruptton when fecretary at war, was and is inca- 

" P*M« 
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**■ pable of being defied a member to ferve m this 
** prefent parliament." — And then observes that, 
from the terms- of the vote, we- have no right to 
annex the incapacitation to the expulftm only, for 
that, as the proportion- {bands, it Httifcarife equally 
from the expulfion and the commitment to; the 
Tower. I believe, Sir, no man, who knows any 
thing of dialectics, or who underftands Englifli, . 
will ditpu*e the truth and fairnefs of this con ftruc- 
tion. But Junius has a great authority to fupport 
him, which, to ipeak with the Duke of Grafton > 
I accidentally met with this morning in the couffe 
of my reading. It contains an admonition, which 
cannot be repeated too often* Lord Sommers, in 
kis excellent tra& . upon the rights of the people, 
after reciting the votes of the convention, of the 
z8th of January, 1689* viz. — c< That King James 
•• the Second, having endeavoured' to fubvert the 
*• conffitution of this kingdom by breaking the ori- 
" ginai contract between KSngaud people ; and by 
'•^the advice of Jefuits and other wicked perfons 
'• having violated the fundamental laws, and 
«• having withdrawn hrmfelf out of this kingdom, 
** hath abdicated the government, &c." — makes 
this obfervation upon it* "The word abdicated 
" relates to all the claufes aforegoing, as well as 
•• to his deferring the kingdom, or elfe they would 
Vol. 1L F f > "have' 
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" have been wholly in vain." And that there might 
be no pretence for confining the abdication merely to 
the withdrawing, Lord Sommers farther obferves, 
That King James, by refujing to govern, us according to 
that law, by which be held the crown, did implicitly 
renounce his title to it. 

If Junius'* conftrultion of the vote againft Mr 
Walpole be now admitted} (and indeed I cannot 
comprehend how it can honeftiy be difputed) the 
advocates of the houfe of commons mud either 
give up their precedent entirely, or be reduced to 
the neceffity of maintaining one of the groffeft ab- 
furdities imaginable, viz. " That a commitment to 
" the Tower isaconftituent part of, and contributes 
" half at left to the incapacitation of the perfon 
«• who fufFers it." 

1 need not make any excnfe for endeavouring to 
keep alive the attention of the public to the de- 
cifion of the Middlefex election. The more I con- 
fider it, the more I am convinced that, as a fad, it 
is indeed highly injurious to the rights of the people; 
but that, as a precedent, it is one of the moft dan- 
gerous that ever was eftablifhed againft thofe who 
are to come after us. Yet I am fo far a moderate 
man, that I verily believe the majority of the houfe 
of commons, when they pafTed this dangerous voto, 
neither underftood the queftion, nor knew the con- 
ference 
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Sequence of what they were doing. Their motives 
were rather defpkable than criminal in the extreme. 
One effect they certainly did not forefee. They are 
now reduced to fiich a fituaiion, that if a member 
of the prefent hoafe of commons, were to conduct 
himfelf ever lb improperly, and in reality deferred 
to be fent back to his conftituents with a mark of 
disgrace, they would not dare to expel him ; be- 
caufe they know that the people, in order to try 
again the great queftion of right, or to thwart a 1 
odious houfe of commons, would probably overlook 
his immediate unworthinefs, and return the fame 
perfon to parliament.— But in time, the precedent 
will gain ftrength. A future houfe of commons will 
have no fuch apprehenfions, confequently will not 
fcruple to follow a precedent, which they did not 
efiabliih. The mifer himfelf feldom lives to enjoy 
the fruit of his extortion ; but his htir fucceeds 
him of courfe, and takes pofleffion without cen- 
fure. No man experts him to make reftitution, 
and no matter for his title, he lives quietly upon the 
eftate. 

PHILO JUNIUS. 
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■LETTER JO. 

?0 THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLJC ADVER- 
TISER. 



I 



SIR, 35 "May, ryj*+ 



CONFESS my partiality to Junius, and feel a 
confiderable pleafure in being able to communi- 
cate any thing to the public in fupport of his opi- 
nions. . The doctrine laid down in his laft letter 
concerning the power of the houfe of commons to 
commit for contempt, is not fo new as it appeared 
to many people, who, dazzled with the name of 
privilege, had nef er fuffered themfelves te examine 
the queftion fairly. In the courfe of my reading 
this mornings I met with the following paftage in 
the journals of the houfe of commons. (Vol. ift- 
page 603.) Upon occafion of a jurifdi&ion un- 
lawfully aflumed by the houfe nrthe year 1621, 
Mr. Attorney-General Noye gave his opinion as 
follows. " No doubt but, in fome cafes, this 
" houfe may give judgment? — in matters of re- 
" turns, and concerning members of our houfe, 
" or failing out in our view in parliament ; but, 
*' for foreign matters, knoweth not how we can* 
" judge it —-Knoweth not that we have been ufed 

«« to 
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« to give judgment in any cafe, but thofe before- 
" mentioned." 

Sir Edward Coke, upon the fame fubjcft, fays, 
(page 104) " No queftion but this is a houfe of 
4 * xecord, aod that it hath poweT of judicature 
V in fome cafes ; — have power to judge of returns 
4C and members of our houfe*; one, no member, 
" offending out t>f the parliament, nvben be came 
" bitberandjuftifiedU, was cenfured for it." 

Now, Sir, if you will compare the opinion of 
thefe* great fages of the law with Junius' s dodtrine, 
you will find they tally exa&ly. — He allows the 
power of the houfe to commit their own mem- 
bers ; (which however they may grofsly abufe.) 
He allows their power in cafes where they are adt- 
ing as a court of judicature, viz. elections, returns, 
&c— and he allows it in fuch contempts as imme- 
diately interrupt their proceedings, or, as Mr. 
Noye expreffes it, falling out in tbeir view in par- 
liament. 

They, who would carry the privileges of par- 
liament farther than Junius, either do not mean 
well to the public, or know not what they are 
doing. The government of England is a govern- 
ment of law. We betray ourfelves, we contra- 
-dift the (pirit of our laws, and we make the whole 
fyftero of Englifli jurifprudence, whenever we 

intrufl; 
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intruft a difcretionary power over the life, liberty, 
or fortune of the fubjedt, to any man, or fet of 
men whatfbever, upon a preemption that it will 
not be abufed, 

PHILO JUN US. 
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LETTER XII. 



TO THE PRINTER OF THE PVBL*C XU~ 
VERTTSER. 



SIR, 28 May, 1771. 



A, 



^NY man, who tates the trouble of perufing 
the journals of the houfe of commons, will foon 
be convinced* that ve*y little, if an/ regard at 
all, ought to be paid to the refolutiorts of one 
branch of the legiflature, declaratory of the law 
of the land, or even of what they call the law 
of parliament. It will appear that thefe refoluti- 
ons have no one of the properties, by which, in 
this country, particularly, taw is diftingui/hed 
from mere wilt and pleafure ; but that, on the con- 
trary, they bear every mark of power arbitrarily 
affumed and capriciouiy applied :— That they are 
ufufelly made in times of conteft, and to ferve 
fome unworthy purpofe of palfion or party ; 
that the law is feldom declared until after the fad, 
by which it is fuppofed to be violated ; — that le- 
gi flat ion and jurifdi&ion are united in the fame 
perfons, and exercifed at the fame moment ; 
and that a court, from which there is no appeal, 
aflumes an original jurifdiclion in a criminal cafe ; 

»— in 
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— in fliort, Sir, to collegia thcufand abfurdities 
into one mafs, " we have a law, which cannot be 
a known becaufe it is ex pofi fafio, the party is 
<( both legiflator and judge* and the jurifdidtion is 
*• without appeal." Well might the judges fay, 
The law of parliament isatove vs. 

You will not wonder,. Sir* that, with thefe 
qualifications, the declaratory refolutions of the 
houfe df commons ikcmld appear to be ia perpe- 
tual contradiction, not only to common fenfe and 
to the laws we are acquainted with, (and which 
alone we can obey) but even to one another. I 
was led to trouble you with thefe obfervations by 
a paffage, which, to {peak in htteftting, I metmsiib 
this morning in* the courfi of my* reading, and upon 
which I mean to put a queftion to the advocates 
for privilege. — Oa the 8th of March 1 704, (vide 
Journals, vol. 14. p. 565.) the houfe thought pro- 
per to come to the following refolutions. — 1. 
" That no commoner of England, committed by 
" the houfe of commons for breach of: privilege 
" or contempt of that houfe, ought t€> be, by 
" any writ of Habeas Corpus, wade to appear in 
" any other p'ace, or before any other judicature, 
" during that feflion of parliament, wherein ftich 
" perfon was fo committed ." 

2. " That the Serjeant at Arms j. attending this 

M houfe 
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" hou& do make no return of or field any obedience 
" to the faki wjits oi Habeas Carpus, and for (ucH 
** bis rcfufal, that he have the protection of the 
" ho ufe of commons."*. 

Welboj-e Ellis, What fey you ? Is this the law 
of parliament or is it not ? I am a plain man, Sir, 
" and cannot follow you through the phlegmatic 
forms of an oration. Speak out, Grildrig,— fay 
yes, or ao»— -If you by yes, I ihall then enquire by 
what authority Mr. De Grey, the h on eft Lord 
Mansfield, and the Barons of the Exchequer, da* 
red to grant a writ of Habeas Carpus for bringing 
the bodies of the Lord Mayor and Mr. Oliver be- 
fore them, and why the Lieutenant of the Tower 
oaade any return to a writ, which the houfe of com- 
mons had, in a firuilar inftance, declared to be un- 
lawful.— II you iay ho, take car e you do not at 

Vol. II. G g once 

* If there be in reality any fuch ltw in England, as the 
hw of parliament, which, (under the exceptions fatted in 
any letter of privilege) 1 coofefi, after long , deliberation, I 
very much doubt, it ctrttlniy U not conftkute 1 by, nor eta 
It be colle&ed from the refolutions of either houfe, whether 
enacTuig or declaratory. I defire the reader will compare 
the above refutation of the year 1704, with the following of 
tf»e 3d «f April, ifoSw-^' Refolved, That the writ of Ha- 
** beas Corpua cannot be denied, but ou^ht to be granted to 
" every man, that is committed or detained in prifon, or 
** other wife retrained, by command of the King, tbc Privy 
44 Council, or any other, he praying the fame." 
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once give up the caufe, in fupport of which 70a 
have fo long and fo laborioufly tortured your un~ 
derftanding. Take care you do not confefs that 
there is no teft by which we can diftinguifh,— no 
evidence by which we can determine what is, and 
what is not the law of parliament. The refoluti- 
ons I have quoted ftand upon your journals, un- 
controverted and unrepealed j — they contain a 
declaration of the law of parliament by a court, 
competent to the. queftion, and whole decifion, 
as you and Lord Mansfield fay, muft be law, be- 
caufe there is no appeal from it, and they were 
made, not nattily, but after long deliberation upon 
a conftitutional queftion.— What farther fanction 
or folemnity will you annex to any refolution of 
the prefent houfe of commons, beyond what ap- 
pears upon the face of thofe two refolutions, the 
legality of which you now^Jeny ? If you fay that 
parliaments are not infallible, and that Queen Anne 
in confequence of the violent proceedings of that 
-houfe of commoas, was obliged to prorogue and 
diflblve them, I fhall agree with you very heartily, 
and think that the precedent ought to be followed 
immediately. But you, Mr. Ellis, who hold this 
language, are inconfiftent with your own principles. 
You have hitherto maintained that the houfe of 
commons are the foie judges of their own privileges, 

aad 
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and that their declaration does, ipfofaclo, confti- 
tute the law of parliament ; yet now yeu confels 
that parliaments are fallible, and that their refolu- 
tions may be illegal, confequently that their refolu- 
tions do not conftitute the law of parliament. When 
the King was urged to diflblve the prefent parlia- 
ment, you advifed him to tell his fubje&s, that be 
was careful not to affume any of tbofe powers, which 
the conftitution bad placed m other bands* &c. Yet 
Queen Anne, it feeuas* was juftified in. exerting hey 
prerogative to flop a houfe of commons, whofe 
proceedings, compared with thofe of the afTeinbly, 
of which you are a mod worthy member, were, the 
perfection of juftice and reafon. 

In what a labyrinth of nonfenfe does a man in- 
volve himfelf who labours to maintain falfehood by 
argument ? How much better would it become 
the dignity of the houfe of commons to fpeak plainr 
\y to the people, and tell us at once, that their will 
muft he obeyed, not becaufe it is lawful and reafon- 
able, hut- becaufe it is their wll. Their condim- 
ents would have a better opinion of their candour, 
and, I pro mile you, not a worfe opinion of their 
integrity. 

PHILO JUNIUS. 
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LETTER XVI. 

TO THE UlINTiR OF THE PUBLIC AD- 
VERTISER. 

SIR, z(>'Auguft y iiji. 



Tp 



K E enemies of the people, having -now 
nothing better to object to my friend Junius, are 
at laft obliged to quit his politics, and to rail at 
him for crimes he is not guilty of. His vanity and 
impiety are now the perpetual topics of their a- 
bufe. I do not mean to leffen the force of fuch 
charges, (fuppofing they 'were true), but to (hew 
that they are not founded. If I admitted the pre- 
rmfes, I fliould readily agree in ail the conferences 
-drawn from them. Vanity indeed is a venial er- 
ror, for it ufually carries its own puni foment with 
it ;«**-but if I thought Junius capable of uttering 
% difteipeftfu}' word of the religion of his country, 
I ihould be the firft to renounce and give him up 
to the public contempt and indignation. As a 
man, I am fatisfied that he is a chriftian upon the 
mtfft fincere conviction. As a writer, be would be 
grofsly inconfiftent with his political principles, if 
he dared to attack a religion eftabliftied by thofe 

laws,, 
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laws, which it feems to be the purpofe of his life 
tod'efend.~Ndw for the proofs. — Junius is accufed 
of an impious allufion to the holy facrament, where 
he fays that, if Lord Weymouth be denied the tup, 
there will be no keeping him within the pale of the mi- 
ni/lry*. Now, Sir, I affirm that this paftage re- 
fers intirely to a ceremonial in the Roman catholic 
church, which' denies the cup to the laity. It has 
no manner of relation to the Protectant creed, and 
is in this country, a& fair an object of ridicule as 
tranfubftartHaHqn, jot any other part of Lord Iter's 
hiftory in the Tale of the Tub. 

Hut Junius is charged with equal vanity and im- 
piety, in comparing his writings to the holy (crip- 
ture.— The formal proleft he makes againft any 
fuch comparifon, avails him nothing. It becomes 
neceffary then to fhew that the charge deftroys it- 
felf.— -If he be <vain> he cannot be impious. A vain 
man does not ufuaUy compare himfelf to an object, 
which it is his defign to undervalue. On the other 
hand, if he be impious, he cannot be vain. For 
his impiety, if any, muft confift in his endeavour- 
ing to degrade the holy fcriptures by a comparifon 
with his own contemptible writings. This would 
be folly indeed of the grofteft nature, but where 
lies the vanity ?— I {hall now be told,-—" Sir, what 
<* you fay is plaufible enough, but Hill you muft 

•* allow 
* Seeptge$3« 
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" allow that it is ihamefully impudent in Junius 
" to tell us that his works will live as long as' the 
41 Bible." My anfwer is, Agreed: hutfirfi prove 
that he has /aid Jo. Look at his words, and you 
will find that the utinoft he expedts is, that the 
Bible and Junius will furfive the commentaries of 
the Jefuits, which may prove true in a fortnight. 
The mo ft malignant fagacky cannot fhew that his 
works are, in his opinion, to live as long as the Bi- 
ble.— Suppofe I were to foretell that Jack and Tm 
would furvive Harry. — Does it follow that Jack 
mud live as long as Tom t I would only illuftraie 
my meaning, and pro t eft againft the lead idea of 
profanenefs* 

Yet this is the way in which Junius is ufualiy 
anfwered, arraigned and convicted* Thefe candid 
critics never remember any thing he fays mi honour 
of our holy religion ; though it is true that one of 
his leading arguments is made to reft upon the inter- 
nal evidence which the pureft of all religion carries 
nvith U. I quote his words, and conclude from 
them, that he is a true and hearty Chriftian, in 
fubftance, not in ceremony j though poflibly he 
may not agree with my Reverend Lords the Bi- 
fliops, or with the Head of the Church, that pray- 
ers are morality, or that kneeling is religion. 

PHILO JUNIUS. 

LET- 
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LETTER XIV. 



TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVER- 
TISER. 



I 



SIR, 15 October, 1774. 



A M convinced that Junius Is incapable of wil • 
fully Hiifreprefenting any man's opinion, and that 
his inclination leads him to treat Lord Camden with 
particular candour and refpeft. The doclrine at* 
tributed to him by Junius, as far as it goes, cop- 
refponds with that ftated by your correfpondent 
Sc<evola, who feems to make a diftin&ion without 
a difference. Lord Camden, it is agreed, did cer- 
tainly maintain that, in the recefs of parliament, 
the King, (by which we all mean the King in 
council, or the executive power) might fufpend the 
operation of an aft of the legiflature ; and he 
founded his dodlrine upon a fuppofed necellity, of 
which the King, in the firfi inftance, mud be judge. 
The lords and commons cannot be judges of it in 
the firft inftance, for they do not exift.— Thus far 
Junius *. 

But, 
* See Junius, Jth of October, 1771* 
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But, fays Scsevola, Lord Camden made parliament, 
and not the King, judges of the neceflity . — That 
parliament may review the a&s of minifters is un- 
questionable $ but there is a wide difference be- 
tween faying that the crown has a legal power, 
and, that minifters may ad -at their peril. When 
we fay an aft is illegal, we mean that it is forbidden 
by a joint resolution of the three eftates. How a 
fubfequent refolution of two of thofe branches can 
make it legal ab initio, will require explanation. If 
it could, the confequeace would be truly dreadful, 
efpecially in thefe times. There is no ad of arbi* 
trary power, which the Ring might not attribute to 
neeefity, and for which he would not be fecure of 
obtaining the approbation of hU profbituted lords 
and commons. If Lord Camden admits that the 
fubfequent ian&ion of parliament was necefTary to 
make the proclamation legal, why did he fo obfti- 
nately oppofe the bill, which was foonafter brought 
in, for indemnifying all thofe perfons, who had 
adted under it ?— If that bill had not been pafled, 
I am ready to maintain, in direft contradiction to 
Lord Camden's do&rine, (taken as Sc*vo!a ftates it) 
that a litigious exporter of corn, who had fufFered 
m his property m confequeneeof the proclamation, 
might have laid his a&ion againft the cuftom-houie 
officers, and would infallibly have recovered dama- 
ges. 
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gw. No jury could refufe them ; and if I, who anr 
by no means litigious, had been (b injured, I would 
afluredly have instituted a fuit in Weit.minfter-.hall, 
on purpofe, to try the queftion of right. I would 
have done it upon a principle of. defiance of the 
pretended power of either or both hou fes to make 
declarations inconfiftent with law, and I have no . 
doubt, that, with an aft of parliament of my fide, , 
I fhould have been, too ftrong. for them all. This . 
is the way, in which an Englishman fhould fpeak 
and aft, and not fwffcr dangerous precedents to be 
eftablifhed,, becaufe the eircumftances are favoura* 
ble or palliating. 

With regard to Lord Camden* the truth isi that 
he inadvertently over ftiot himfelf, as appears plainly 
by that unguarded mention of a tyranny oj forty days ■, 
which I myfelf heard. Iriftead of aflerting that the 
proclamation vrzs legal, hejbouldhzve (aid, " My 
'* lords, I know the proclamation was illegal, but 
"1 advifed it becaufe it was indifpenfably necef- 
"fary to (aye the kmgdom from famine* and I 
**- fobmk myfelf to the juftice and . mercy ,of my 
"country.'* 

Such language as this would have been manly, ra- 
tional, and confident :—~not unfit for & lawyer, amL 
every way worthy of a great man. 

PHILO JUNIUS. 
Vol. IL Hi. P. S. 
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P. St If Scavola fhould think proper to write again 
upon this fubjeft, I beg of him to give me a direfi 
anfwer, that is, a plain affirmative or negative, to 
the following queftions : — In the interval between 
the 'publifliing fuch a proclamation (or order of 
council) as that in quettion, and its receiving the 
fanction of the two houfes, of what nature is it — is 
it legal or illegal; or is it neither one nor the other ? 
—I mean to be candid, and will point out to him 
the confequence of his anfwer either way.— If it be 
legal, it wants no farther fan&ion. If it be illegal* 
the fubjeft is not bound to obey it, confequently it 
is aufelefs, nugatory a£t, even as to its declared pur- 
pofe. Before the meeting of parliament, the whole 
Tnifchief, which It means to prevent, will have been, 
compleated. 



LET- 



I 
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LETTER XV. 
T O Z E N O. 
SIR, 17 October, 1771. 



T. 



K E fophiftry of your letter in defence of 
Lord Mansfield is adapted to the character you de* 
fend. But Lord Mansfield is a man of form, and 
feldom in his behaviour tranfgretfes the mica of de- 
corum. I fliaR imitate his lordftiip's good manners* 
and leave you in the full poffeiRon of his principles* 
I will not caH you liar, fe/hit, or villain f hut* wilk 
all the poKtenefs imaginable, perhaps I may prove 
you fb. 

Like other fair pleaders in Lord Mansfield?* fchooi 
of juftice, you anfwer Junius by misquoting hit 
words, and miftakfng his proportions. If I am candid 
enough to admit that this is the very logic taught 
at St. Omer*s t you will readily allow that ij is the 
conftant pra&ice in the court of Kings Bench. - * ■> 
Junius does hot fay, that he never had a doubt 
about the drift right of prefRng, till be knew Lord 
Mansfield was of the fame opinion. His words are, 
H h a until 
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until be beard tbat Lord Mansfield bad applauded 
Lord Chatham fir maintaining tbat dtftrine in tbe 
houfe of lords. It was not the accidental con- 
currence of Lord Mansfield's opinion, but the 
fufpicious applaufe -given by a cunning Scotch- 
man to the man he detefts, that raifed and jufti- 
fied a doubt in the mind of Junius. The queftion 
is not, whether Lord Mansfield be a man ©f learn- 
ing and abilities (which Junius has never difputed,) 
Tmt whether or no he abufes . and mifapplies his 
talents. 

Junius did not fay that Lord Mahtfeld had adviied 
the calling out the guards. On the contrary, his 
plain meaning is, that he left that odious office to 
men lefs ^cunning than himfelf.— — - Whether Lord 
Mansfaktsdo&xine concerning libels be or be not an 
attack upon* the liberty of the pre fs, is a queftion, 
which the public in general are very well able to de- 
termine. I mall not enter into it at prefent. Nor do 
I think it neceflary to fay much to a man, who had 
*he daring confidence to fay to a jury, " Gentle- 
41 men, you are to bring in a verdict, guilty or not 
" g ui ty> but whether the defendant be guilty or 
" innocent is not matter for your confederation." 
Cloath it in what language you will, this is the fum 
total of Lord Mansfield's doctrine. If not, let Zeno 
ihew us the difference. 

But 
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But it teems, tie liberty of the prefs maybe aJufed, 
mnd the abufe of a valuable privilege is the certain means 
h lofe it. Thefirft I admit,— but let the abufe be 
fitbmitted to a. jury, a fufficient and indeed the only 
legal and tonftitutional check upon the licence of 
the prefs. The fecond, I flatty deny. In direct con- 
tradiction to Lord Mansfield 1 affirm that, " the a- 
" bufe of a valuable privilege is not the certain 
" means to lofe it." If it were, theEnglifti nation 
would have few privileges left, for where is the 
privilege that has. not, at one time or other, been 
abufed by individuals'? But it is falfe in reafon 
and equity, that particular abufes ihould produce 
a general forfeiture. Shall the community be de- 
prived of the protection of the laws, becaufe 
there are robbers and murderers ? ——Shall the 
community be punifhed, becaufe individuals have 
offended? Lord Mansfield fays fo, confidently e- 
nough with his principles, but I wonder to find him 
To explicit. Yet, foroneconcefiion, however extor- 
ted, I confefs myfelf obliged to ihim.— The liberty 
of the -prefs is after all a valuable privilege. I agree 
with him moft heartily, and will defend it againft 
him. 

You aflc me. What juryman was challenged by 
Lord MtitufieU? — I tell you, his name was Benfon. 
When his name was called, LqkI Mansfield ordered 

the 



$3* LETTERS, 

the clerk to pals htm by. As for the reafcns, you 
may aft: himfelf, for he aligned none. Bat I caff 
tell you what all men thought of it. This Benfo* 
had been refra&ory upon a former jury, and would 
not accept of the taw as delivered by Lord Man/* 
fold ; but bard the impudence to pretend to think 
for himfelf.— But you, it feems, honeft Zeno y know 
nothing of the matter ! You never read Junius'* 
letter to your patron 1 You never heard of the 
intended inftrudlions from the fity to impeach 
Lord Mansfield J ——You never heard by what 
dexterity of Mr. Paterfon that meafure was pre* 
vented 1 How wonderfully ill fome people areift* 
formed ! 

Junius did never affirm that the Crime, -of fe* 
during the wife of a mechanic or a peer,, is not 
the fame, taken in a moral or religious view* 
What he affirmed in contradiction to the levelling 
principle fo lately adopted by Lord Mansfield was, 
that the damages Jbvuld be proportioned to the rank and 
fortune of the- parties \ and for this plain reafon % 
{admitted by every other judge that everts* in 
Wcfbninfter-Hall). bec&ufe, what h acompeaia** 
tion or penalty to one man is none to another. 
The fophifticai diftin&ion you attempt to draw 
between the perfon injured, and the perfen injuring 
u MamjUld all over. If you can once eftabliftt the 

pro- 
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propofition that the injured party: i* not entitled to, 
receive large damages,, it follows pretty plainly that 
the party injuring fhould not be compelled to /«& 
them ; confequently the King's brother is effectually 
fibreened by Lord Mans/leu's do&rine. Your re* 
ference to Nathan and David come naturally in aid. 
of your patson's profefled fyftem of jqrifprudence* 
He is fond of introducing into the court of King's^ 
Bench any law that contradicts or. excludes the 
common law of England ; whether it be canon^ civile 
juegentiumf ov lewitkaJ. But, Sir, the Bible is the 
code of our religious faith; not of our municipal 
jurisprudence j and though it was the pkafiire o£ 
God to iaftiil a particular punifliment upon David* 
crime (taken as a breach of his divine commands) 
and to fend his prophet to denounce it, an Engiifh, 
jury hath nothing to do either with David or the 
prophet. They, connder the crime, only as it is a. 
bleach of order, an injury to an individual, and an 
offence to (Society, and they judge of it by certain 
pofitive rules of law, or. by the practice of their an* 
ceftors. Upon the whole, the man, after Gscfsowt 
heart is much indebted to you for comparing him to 
the duke of Cumberland. That his royal highnef* 
may be the man after Lord Mansfield % own heart 
items much mom probable, jand you I think, Mr* 
Z**o, misfit fiico&d tolerably well in the clara&er. 

of 
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of Nat ban. The evil deity, . the prophet, and the 
royal (inner would he very propel company- for one 
another* 

You fay Lord Mansfield did not make the commit 
fioners of the Great Seal, and that he only advifed 
the King to appoint. I believe Junius meant no 
more, and the diftinction is hardly worth difput- 
ihg 

You (ay he did not deliver an opinion upon Lord 
Chatham's appeal.-*-! affirm that iie did, direclly in 
favour of the appeal. This is a point of facl* tOv 
be determined by evidence only, . But you aflign no 
reafon for his fuppofed (ilence, nor for his defiring 
a conference with the judges the day before. Was 
not all Weftininfter-Hali convinced that he. did it 
with a view to puzzle them with fo me perplexing 
queftion, and in hopes of bringing fome of them 

over to hi in ? You fay the coinmiflioners were 

very capable of framing a decree for , tbemfelves. By 
the faft, it only appears, that they were capable of 
' framing an illegal one* which, A apprehend, is not 
much to the credit either of their learning or inte- 
grity. 

We are both agreed that Lord Mansfield has in- 
ceffantly laboured to introduce new modes of pro- 
ceeding in the court where he prefides-j but you- at- 
tribute it to an honeit zeal in behalf of innocence 

op- 
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eppreffed by quibble and chicane. I fey that he 
has introduced new Jaw too, and removed the lano% 
marks eftabliflied by former decifion*. I fay that 
his view is to change a court of common law into a 
court of equity, and to bring every thing within the 
arbitrium of a pra>torum court. The public muft 
determine between us. But now fir bis merits. Virjt 
then, the eftabliftiment of the judges in their places 
for life, (which you tell Us was advifed by Lord 
Mansfield) was a conceffion merely to catch the 
people. It bore the appearance of a royal bounty, 
but had nothing real m it. The judges were already 
for life, excepting in cafe of zdemi/e. Your boafted 
bill only provides that it ftiall not be in the power 
of the King's fucceflbr to remove them. At the beft 
therefore, it is only a legacy* not a gift on the part 
of his prefent Majefty, fince for himfelf, he gives 
up no thing.— That hedidoppofe Lord Camden and 
Lord Nortbingten upon the proclamation againft the 
exportation of corn, is mod true, and with great 
ability. With his talents, and taking the right- fide 
of fo clear a quell ion, it was impoflible to fpeak ill. 
—His motives are not fo eafily penetrated. They, . 
who are acquainted with the ilate of politics, at 
that period, will judge of them fomewhat differently 
from Zeno. One of the popular bills, which you fay 
be fupported in the hcufe of lords, the mod material 
Vol. II. It is 
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is undoubtedly that of Mr. GrerwilJe, for deciding 
contefted elections. But 1 mould be glad to know 
upon what poffible pretence any member of the 
upper houfe could oppofe fuch a bill, after it had 
paffed the boufs of commons ?—\ did not pretend to 
know what fliare he had in promoting the other two 
bills, but I am ready to give him all the credit you 
defire. Still you will find that a whole life of deli- 
berate iniquity is ill-atoned for by doing now and 
then a laudable action upon a mixed or doubtful 
principle.— If it be unworthy of him, thus ungrate- 
fully treated, to labour any longer for the public, 
in God's name let him retire. His brother's patron, 
(whofe health he once was anxious for) is dead, but 
the fon of that unfortunate prince furvives, and, I 
dare fay, will be ready to receive him. 

PHILO JUNIUS. 



L ET- 
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LETTER XVL 



TO AN ADVOCATE IN THE CAUSE OF THE 
PEOPLE. 

$ I R> i8 06tober, 1771. 

O U do not treat Junius fairly. You would 
not have condemned him fo haftily, if you had 
ever read Judge Fofler*s argument upon the legality 
of prefling feamen. A man who has not read that 
argument, is hot qualiGed to fpeak accurately upon 
the fubjett. In anfwer to ftrong fads and fair rea- 
soning, you produce nothing but a vague compa- 
nion between two things, which have little or no 
refemblanqe to each other. General Warrants, it 
is true, had been often iflued, but they had never 
been regularly queftioned or refitted, until the cafe 
of Mr. Wilkes. He brought them to trial, and the 
moment they were tried, they were declared illegal. 
This is not the cafe of Prefs Warrants. They have 
been complained of,, cmeftioned, and red fled in a 
I i Z thoufand 
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thoufand inftances j but ftill the leglftature have 
never interpofed, nor has there ever been a format 
decifion againft them in any of the fiiperior courts. 
On the contrary, they have been frequently recog- 
nized and admitted by parliament, and there are 
judicial opinions given in their favour, by judges of 
the firft character. Under the various circumftances, 
Hated by Junius, he has a right to conclude, for 
bimfelf, that there is no remedy. If you have a good 
one to propofe, you may depend upon the aflif- 
tance and applaufe of Junius. The magiftrate, who 
guards the liberty of the individual, deferves to 
be commended. But let him remember that it is 
alfo his duty to provide for, or at leaft not to hazard 
the iafety of the community. If, in the cafe of a 
foreign war and the expectation of an invafion, you 
would rather keep your fleet in harbour, than man 
it by preffing feamen, who refufe the bounty, I have 
done. 

You talk of difbanding the army with wonder- 
ful eafe and indifference. If a, wifer man held 
fuch language, I (hould be apt to fufpeft his fin- 
cerity. 

As for keeping up a> mud greater number 
of feamen in time of peace, it is not to be 
done. You will opprefs the merchant, you will 
diftrefi trade, and deftroy the nurfeiy of your 

feamejh 
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feamen. He muft be a miferable flatefroan, 
who voluntarily, by the fame aft increafes the 
public expence, and leflens the means of fupporu 
ing it-. 

PHILO JUNIUS. 
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LETTER XVIL 

1% Ofiaber, 1771. 

FRIEND of Junius defires it may be obfer- 
▼ed, in anfwer to ABarriJler at Law,) 

i°. That the fact of Lord Mansfield's having 
ordered a juryman to be pafTed by (which poor 
Zeno never heard of) is now formally admitted. 
When Mr. Benfon's name was called, Lord Mans- 
field was obferved to flufh in the face, (a fignal of 
guilt not uncommon with him) and cried out, 
Pafs bim by. This I take to be fomething more 
than a peremptory challenge. It is an unlawful 
command, without any reafon affigned. That the 
council did not refift, is true ; but this might hap- 
pen either from inadvertence, or a complaifance 
to Lord Mansfield.-— You Barrijlers are too apt to 
be civil to my Lord Chief Juftice, at the expencc 
of your clients. 

2*. Junius did never fay that Lord Mansfield 
had de/iroyed the liberty of the pref*. " That his 
** lordftuph&s laboured to defirqy,— that his do&rine 
«* }s an attack upon the liberty of the preG,— that 
*J it is an invajion of the right of juries," are the 

propofitioo* 
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proportions maintained by Junius. His opponents 
never anfwer him in point, for they never meet 
him fairly upon his own ground. 

3 9 . Lord Mansfield's policy, in endeavouring to 
fcreen r his unconftitutional doctrines behind an aft 
of the legiflature, is eafily underftood.— Let every 
Englifhman (land upon his own guard j— the right 
of juries to return a genera] verdict, in all cafes 
whatfoever, is a part of our constitution. It Hands 
in no need of a bill, either enading or declaratory^ 
to confirm it. 

4*. With regard to the Grefvenor caufe, it is 
pleafant to obferve that the doctrine attributed by 
Junius to Lord Mansfield, is admitted by Zetio and 
directly defended. The Barrifter has not the aflu- 
ranee to deny it flatly, but he evades the charge 
and foftens the doctrine by fuch poor, contemptible 
quibbles, as cannot impofe upon the meaneft un- 
derftanding. 

5°. The quantity of bufinefi in the court of 
King's Bench proves nothing but the litigious fpirit 
of the people, arifing from the great increafe of 
wealth and commerce. Thefe however are now 
upon the decline, and will foon leave nothing but 
laivfaits behind them. When Junius affirms thai 
Lord Mansfield has laboured to alter the iyftern of 
jurisprudence, in the court where his lordfliip pre- 
fides, he fpeaks to thofe, who are able to look a lit- 
tle 
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tie farther than the vulgar. Befides that the and* 
titude are eaifily [deceived by the impofing names of 
equity and Jubftantialjuftice, it does not follow that 
a judge, who introduces into his court new modes 
of proceeding, and new principles of law, intends 
in every in ft once y to decide unjuftly. Wliy fhould 
he, where he has no intereft N*-We fay that Lord 
Mansfield is a bad man, and a vf or (t judge ;— but 
we do not fay he is a mere deoH. Our adverfaries 
would fain reduce us to the difficulty of proving too 
much.*— This artifice however fhall not avail him. 
The truth of the matter is plainly this. When Lord 
Mansfield has fucceeded in his fcheme of changing 
a court of common law to a^otrrt of equity* he will 
have it in his 'power to <lo injuftice, whenever be 
thinks proper. This, though a wicked purpose, is 
neither abfurd nor unattainable* 

6°. The laft paragraph, relative to Urd Chat* 
ham's caufe cannot be anfwered. It partly refers to 
fads, of too fecret a nature to be ascertained, and 
♦partly is unintelligible. M Upon me point, the caufe 
" is decided againft Lord Cha thain.— Upon antnber 
4i point, it is decided for him." — Both the law and 
the language are well fuited to a Harrifler /—If I 
have any guefs at this honeft gentleman's meaning, 
it is, that, " whereas the commiffioners of the Great 
*' Seal &w the queftion in a point of view unfa- 

M vourabie 
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" vourable to Lord Chatham, and decreed accord- 
" ingly, — Lord Mansfield, out of fiieer love and 
" kindnefs to Lord Chatham, took the pains; to 
" place it in a point of view more favourable tp the 
** appellant"— Credat Jud^us Jpella. — So curious 
an, aflertion would ftagger the faith of Mr* Syfoa*. 
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E are defircd to mike the following decla- 
ration, in behalf of Junius, upon three material 
points, on which his opinion has been miftaken, 
or mifreprefented. 

i°. Junius considers the right of taxing the colo- 
nies, by an att of the Britifh Legiflative, as kfpecu- 
lative right merely, never to be exerted, nor ever to 
be renounced. To ^judgment it appears plain, 
" That the general reaibnings, which were employ- 
" ed againft that power, went directly to our whole 
" legiflative right, and that one partef it could not 
" be yielded to fuch arguments, without a virtual 
" furrender of all the reft." 
2 . That with regard to prefs- warrants, his 
argument IKould be taken in his own words, and 
anfwered ftri&Jy ; — that comparifons may fome- 
times illuftrate, but prove nothing ; and that, in this 
cafe, an appeal to the paflions is unfair and unne- 
cessary. Junius feels and acknowledges the evil in 
the moft exprefs terms, and will ihew himfelf ready 
to concur in any rational plan, that may provide 
for the liberty of the indi vidua 1 , without hazard- 
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tng the fafety of the Community. At the fame 
time* he experts that the evil, fuch as it is, be 
not exaggerated or mifreprefented. In general, it 
is not unjuft that, when the rich man contributes 
his wealth, the foor man fliould ferve the ftate in 
perfon ;— otherwife the kttter contributes nothing 
to the defence of that law and conftttution, from 
which he demands Safety and protecTura. But the 
queftion does not lye between rich and ftor. The 
laws of England make no diftin&ions.. Neither is 
it true that the poor man is torn from the care and 
fupport of a wife and family, helplefs without him. 
The fingle queftion is, whether the feaman*, in 
times of public danger, ihail. ferve the merchant 
or the ftate, in that profeffion to which he was 
bred, and by the exercife of which {alone he -can 
honeftjy fupport himfelf and his family.—— Gene«- 
ral arguments againft the doctrine of necej/ity 9 xax\<\ 
the dangerous ufe that may be made of it, are of 
no weight in this particular cafe. Neaffuy includes 
the idea of inevitable. Whenever it is fo, it cre- 
ates a law, to which all pofitive laws, and all pofi- 
tive rights muft give way. In this fenfe the levy 
of Jbip-mwey by the King's warrant was not necejfa- 
K k % ty> 

* I confine rayfeif ftrtajy to Stamen*— Vf any ouW* are 
prefcd, U U a grtfi %huit % which the magiftrat* can tad 
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ty, becaufe the bufineft might hive been as well or 
better done by parliament. If the doctrine, main* 
tained by Junius, be confined within this limita- 
tion, it will go but very little way in fnpport of 
arbitrary power. That the King is to judge of 
the occafion, is no obje&ion, unlefs we are toM 
Low it can polfibly be otherwife. There are o- 
ther inftances, not lefs important in the exercife, 
nor lefs dangerous in theabufe, in which the con- 
stitution relies entirely upon the King's judgment. 
The executive power proclaims war and peace, 
binds the nation by treaties, orders general embar- 
goes, and impofes quarantines, not to mention a 
multitude of prerogative writs, which, though lia- 
ble to the greateft abufes, were never difputed. 

3°. It has been urged, as a reproach to Junius, 
that he has not delivered an opinion upon the Game 
Laws, and particularly the late Dog-a8. But Juni- 
us thinks he has much greater reafon to complain, 
that he is never a flitted by thofe, who are able to 
; affift him, and that almofl the whole labour of the 
prefs is thrown upon a fingle hand, from which a 
difcuflion of every public que (lion what foeverU un- 
reafonably expected. He is not paid for his labour, . 
and certainly has a right to choofe his employment. 
— As to the Game Laws, he never fcrupled to de- 
■' clare his opinion, that they are a fpecies of the 

Fwreft 



LETTERS. ^53 

Forefi Laws, that they are oppTefliveto the fuhjeft, 
and that the fpirit of them is incompatible vnfli le- 
gal liberty : — that the penalties, impofed by thefe 
laws, fcear ho proportion* to the nature of the 
offence, that the mode of trial and the degree 
and kind of evidence neceiftary to convict, not 
only deprive the fubjeft of all the benefits of a 
trial by jury, but are in themfelves too (ummary, 
and to the laft degree arbitrary and oppreflive. 
That, in particular, the late adb to prevent dog- 
ftealing, or killing game between fun and fun, 
are diftinguifhed by their abfurdity, evtravagance, 
and pernicious tendency. If thefe terms are weak, 
or ambiguous, in what language can Junius ex- 
prefs himfelf ? It is no excufe for Lerd Mans- 
field to fay that he happened to be abfent when 
thefe bills pafTed the houfe of lords. It was his 
duty to be prefent. Such bills could never have 
paffed the houfe of commons without his know- 
ledge. But we very well know by what rule he 
regulates his attendance. When that order was 
made 4n the houfe of lords in the cafe of Lord 
Promfret, at which every Englishman fhudders, 
my honeft Lord Mansfield found himfelf, by mere 
accident, in the court of king's bench.— Other- 
wife, he would have done wonders in defence 
of law juid property 1 The pitiful evasion is adap- 
ted 
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ted ta the character. But Junius will never jufti- 
fy himfelf, by the example of this bad man, The 
diftin&ion between doing wrong, and avoiding to 
d* right belongs to Lord Mansfield. Jumut dis- 
claims it. 



LET* 



1 
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LETTER XV.. 



TO THE RIGHT HON. CORD APSLET, LORD- 
CHANCELLOR OF ENGLAND. 



I 



My Lord, Feb. 1775. 



WAS a bye-ftander this day, when your Lord- 
fhip and the houfe of lords decided the very im- 
portant caufe of Philip Tbicknfs, appellant, and 
Peter Leigh and others, respondents: and though 
unconnected with the parties, and' cohfequentry 
uninterefted in the event, I muft own Twas for- 
cibly ftruck — by afcentfo novel and unexpeSed.— 
I flood,, my lord, with filent awe, at the bar of 
that tribunal* which I had ever been accuftomed 
to confider — as the laft refuge of injured juftice.—* 
I expected to hear a queftion of law, of infinite 
nicety, difcufled with wisdom, and decided with 
integrity.— Judge, then, my lord, my aftonifh- 
ment, when, inftead of that decency m debate* 
which ought to be obferved, even in the loweft 
courts of juftice, and which 1 had ever thought, 
in a peculiar manner, charatteriftic of the houfe 
of lords, I faw proceedings that would have dis- 
graced a poll lb diet \ — Yes, my lord, in all my ex- 
perience of courts of juftice, I never faw judges 

fo 
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fo avowedly corrupt, fo indecently profligate as 
your Lordjbip and Lord Denbigh I— Lord Camden de- 
livered bis opinion on the queftion, in an argument* 
that will carry to the lateft times Bis fame and your 
difgrace. 

Your lordftitp, in ahfwer to fiim, delivered your 
fentiments, I cannot call them an argument, be- 
caufe there was nothing that refembled a chain of 
reafoning » and indeed your lordfhip feemed more 
to rely on the letter you had received from Sir Wil- 
liam de Grey, and the conversation y&u- /aid you 
had with Sir Eardly Wilmot, and Sir Stafford 
Smy the, than, on any reafons you. could advance 
in fupport of your decree !. * 

When Lord Camden y with a decency becoming 
the occaiion, and the place in which he fpoke, 
reminded your lordfhip how improper it was for 
a judge—- deciding, fo nice and difficult a queftion 
of property in. the higjieft tribunal of the kingr 
dom — to talk of opinions of men, not judges in 
that court,, who had given their fentiments in prir 
vate, probably without much confideration of the 
fubjeft, moft certainly,, without hearing the facls 
ftajted, and the queftion difcufled by. council . 
what treatment did he meet with ? Lord Den- 
bigh's attack upon him was the attack of a ruffian, 
hired to carry through a profligate meafure, by afr 
faflinating every man who fliould attempt oppofui- 

on 
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oft.— — Tour Lordjbip's language was fomewhat 
more decent :«— it was the language of ignorance, 
delivered with that infolence, which a weak'and 
vain man feels confident in a corrupt majority.' 

Has your lordfliip (till to learn, that the opinion 
of a judge, though delivered in the courfe of a 
caufe in open court, arid handed down in print ; 
yet if it is on a point not before him, as a judge, 
is never allowed to be cited even by counfel in ar- 
gument ? And wifely fo eftabliftied, my lord : 
for the law of this country gives credit to the opi- 
nions of the judges, only on thofe* points which 
are neceffarily brought before them in the courfe 
of judicial proceedings. On thefe points, when 
they have heard the arguments of counfel, they 
decide : — if erroneoufly, the injured party has his 
remedy by appeal: — if corruptly and iniquitoufly, 
the decifion of the judge appears on the record, 

and he is amenable to his country's juftice. Is 

your lordfliip ignorant that this is the law ? Or 
can your lordfhip fay — or will any other man fay 
for you — that in the courfe ofTiis attendance on 
courts of law, he ever before knew a private let- 
ter, and private converfation, adduced by a judge, 
not as arguments, furniihing riajofis for an opinion, 
but as authorities in law, 10 warrant his decifion ? 
—My lord, I will defy your lordihip, with all 
your long lift of advifers,- from the hallow- hearted 

Vol. II LI- lord, 
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lord, who made you chancellor* down to the low- 
eft driveller who feeds your vanity with flattery, 
to fay, that foch a fight was evGr$efwe exhibited 
in acquit of juftice. 

From the exiften^e of qourts of law in this 
r0an4, no man ever, before this day, faw a pri- 
vate letter produced, road, aad relied on, as au- 
thority by a judge, pronouncing judgment.— -~ 
Aro the arguments of counfel mqckery ? Or, 
are they fuf>p©fed to fuggeft matter,, tobe weigh- 
ed by thofe who are to decide ?— The judgment 
of yom- iordfliif, and the houie of peers, this 
-day, was. ayowedty founded oa the authorities of 
men, who had never heard the queftion difcufled 
by counfeL — If this mode of deciding is to pre- 
vail in. CQWts. of juftice, arguments by counfel are 
ufelefs : your lordiliip can decide without hearing 
-them.: nothing more is requifite, than for your 
lord/hip to write a. letter to fome friend : his an- 
.fwe,r, Te.ad to court by your lordjlijp, will ftand in 
theplace both of authority and argument.— Is. this 
the way, in. which juftice is to be difpenfedto the 
fubjeflt, in. the fupr.eme. tribunals, of the country-** 
the chanceny^ and houfe of lpr.ds I 

Ofeate of tfV&f and. Hardviick: from whence 
thofe great and god-tike, m^n, with a pure heart, 
a*d wifdpm.m«re than human* flied en this happy 
laad the. fragro nfc d$w$ xtf juftice,- — from whence 

the 
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the vantraiihed ftator was wont to retire, fatisfied 
by the argument? lie bad heard, that he bad been 
tnfftaken in his cfsM»^^b^ilfyour gldryfhlihd !^^^ 
The wretched thing, who now fills the place of 
your late bright inhabitants, attempts not to give 
reafons for hrs decifions, tart tells the ftiitof in 
plain term*, that he decides the caufe, On the au- 
thority of a letter frotia one of hts friends, who 
had never heard the fa&s openly ftated, or- an ar*-~ 
gument from council on the fubjeft 1 

My lord, were I to tell a man, bred up- in the 
courts of Talboi and of HarJwicke, that a chan- 
cellor of this ^country had decided a queftion, on 
an executory devife, on the authority *pf a letter 
From Sir William' De Grey, who had never jheard 
ail argument oh the qucfUoh he would tell me, 
it was a lye ■ * ft' was impojfxbh j*— — it woufti be. 
as repugnant to all his ideas of a chancellors pro* 
ceedings, as if I was to tell him, That on the trrft 
day of the term I rradfeen the chancellor carried 
round Weftminfter^hall in bacchanalian triumph,- 
the train, mace, and purfe, borne by three drun- 
ken trulls picked out of a brandy iliop-at temple- 
bar. 

My lord> men's minds are formed by what they 
have been accuflomed. Thofe who remember the 
polilhed manners, and elegant argume$ts*of for- 
mer chancellors, are ilioci^d at your, lordihip's 
Liz. brutal 
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brutal decifion : wi, fie jubeq. — My Lord, I do 
not ufe thefe expreflions as merely fimilar to your 
Lord/hip's. 1 do aver, that fince your Lordfhip 
has had the cuftody of the great feal, I have heard 
you decide aqueftion at law, argued by an eminent 

council, in thefe very wards- / am of a different 

opinion 1 heard your Lordfhip decide in thefe 

words—/ beard that very decifton reverfed as ero* 
neous. 

My Lord, your Lordiliip's conduct is become 
too glaringly de r picable.— When the great feal had 
been taken from Lord Camden y for daring to fpeak 
his fentiments in parliament ; and the ever-to-be- 
lamented Yorke had, by a virtuous death, atoned 
too feverely for the weaknefs of an unguarded mcv 
ment, (for who can withftand the perfuafion of 
Kings when they become fuitors?) the gap was to 
be ftopped— — it was neceffary that the office of 
Chancellor fhould be filled * — your Lordfhip was 
pitched upon, by Lord Mansfield, as a man who, 
being too weak to form opinions of his own, would 
pay implicit obedience to his dictates* and, in the 
character of the great law officer, avcnv legal opi- 
nions, bis patron mght he umxrilting to rifque —This 
was the ground on which your Lordfhip was made 
Chancellor ; — the nation faw it, and lamented, that 
an office, of fuch infinite importance, fhould be 
difpofed of from fuch motives, and to fuch a man. 

— For* 
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For, my Lord, do you think the world ever con- 
sidered you as a lawyer ? — Thofe who had attend-* 
*ed Weftminfter-hall knew, that your abilities as a 
man, and your knowledge as a lawyer, were below 
contempt.— They knew, that in the character of 
an advocate, you had never got 200 1. a year in all 
the courts of Weftminfter taken together : — They 
were aftoniflied when you were made a Judge ; — 
but they were exafperated, when you were made 
Chancellor ! — In the difcharge of the duty of that 
office, they faw that your decifions were ever un- 
fiipported by argument ; from hence they were led 
\ofufpe&> that your decrees were made by others; 
—My Lord, they fufpeRed this : but they did not 
know it, till your Lordfhip, in the debate of this 
day, put the matter beyond a doubt : — you will fay, 
perhaps, a Chancellor may afk theaffiftance of thofe, 
whofe judgment he efteems.— True, my Lo*d ; 
but then let him call on them in the character of 

afleffors that they may bear the arguments of 

counfel-— that they may be anfwerable for the 

doctrines they lay down and, that the ftHtor 

may know by nvbofe opinion his property is 
bound. 

MyLord, this is your character * drawn with more 
truth, than by thofe fycophants, who tell you that 
you are a greater Chancellor than Hardwkk, lalbol* 

or 



*6a .LETTERS; 

or Camden !— Nd man ever doubted about your 
fcead ;— ♦~thecondu& t)f this* day has filed men's 
opinion of four heart.— *My Lord it was afoul pro- 
ceeding. 

** It was a black* &Ljh work ; juftice Teemed fa. 
«' ecltpfe ;!* 

The fuitor had feen with grief, in what weat 
"hands the great feal was intrufted : but when he. 
few, that If your ignorance left you to decide er- 
roneoufly, a patked houje of peers might be brought: 
together to facrifice his property to your vanity, he 
was itruck with horror. —-My Lord, the nation will 
not bear it,— and after the fcene of this day* your 
Lordrtiip cannot hold the great fial, 

JUNIUS. 

P. S. When the decree was affirmed, there was 
not above five or fo lords in the houfe, befides 
Lord Camden and the prefent Chancellor.— Lord 
P/mlet (t& his hoaour be it recorded) moved to 
have the judges cailed in. This motion was -over- 
ruled, and he retired. — It was the Duke of Chan- 
dois, Lord Denbigh, Lord Cathcart, and Lord Gal- 
loway, who took upon themfelves to decide a nice 
€jtieftion of law, which ought to have been argued 
with wifdom anddifcretion, bur which was de- 
bated with pai£bn„ and decided by party seal. — 

la 
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rjji fliort, what raifed the Chancellor, ruined the 
-fuitor, — the* times. 

Note, When the boufe of lords met, to hear 
the caufe, a meffage was fent to Lord Mansfield 

by the Chancellor, to know if he would attend, - 

but the Chancellor very well knew, he would not 
attend : — He knew, that Lord Mansfield could not 
reUft the argument of Lord Camden ; and that he 
muft concur with him in reverfing the decree ;— 
•Lord Mansfield therefore flayed inWeftminfter-hall, 
to decide the property of twenty-five pounds, and ne- 
glected his duty to attend, where ten thou/and pounds 
were at (lake, as well as the honour of the nation : 
— He well knew the homfi zeal of Lords Catbcart 
and Galloway t the villainy of Lord Denbigh, and 
the folly of the -cajoled Duke of Cbandois.—Ht 
knew that they would attend to take votes, in order 
to form a determination , they went into the houfe 
prepared for ;-— namely, To affirm the decree, — 
■and do for Lord Mansfield what he durft not do for 
fcimfel£ 

Lord Mansfield? s petfbnal dtffike to the fuitor has 
long been well known. — When he appeared at the 
bar of the King's-Bench to receive judgment for 
libellingLord Orwell, — Lord Mansfield jumped from 
the feat [of jufike> and with fury in his eyes, acd an 
^agitation of body confonant thereto,— exclaimed 

commit 
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commit him I commit A/Vw/—- an indecency of behavi- 
our which aftonifhed the whole court. 

* # * Since writing the above, I have feen a letter 
from Sir William deGrej, in anfwer to one from the 
appellant, requeuing to know whether the letter . 
lead by your Lordihip in the houfe of peers, was 
read with his privity ? —Sir William de Grefs an- 
fwer is in thefe words : 

" Sir, 1 am entirely a ftranger to what has 

*« been palling in the houfe of Lords, upon 
" the fubjeft of your letter, not knowing till 
" a day or two ago, that there was any caufe 
" depending therein, which you were inte- 
'< retted, and then, only in cafual converfa- 
«tion." 

J am, Sir, &c. 

William de Grey. 

On this letter I will make but one comment : — 
Either Sir William de Grefs anfwer to the appellant 
contains an untruth, or your Lord/hip has praclifed 
to the houfe of peers an imfofuion of the blackeft dye. 
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